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Primate and Metropolitan of all IX LAH; 
As a Teſtimony of Gratitude; for Friendſhip with 
which His GRACRñ was pleaſed to diſtinguiſh 
the deceaſed Author, and for the higheſt 


perſonal Obligations conferred 
on 2 Son, the Editor ; 
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8 thies is a vaſt. Multitude of 
Sermons already extant, the 
adding to the Number of them, may 
poſſibly carry the Appearance of 
Raſhneſs and Indiſcretion. The 
World, indeed, appears to be ſur- 
feited with Writings of this Sort, if 
we may form a Judgment from the 
little Attention and Regard, paid to 
ſome of the moſt curious and valu- 
able of them. And the Man muſt, 
certainly, be of a very ſanguine Con- 
ſtitution, or have a very extraordinary 
Opinion of his own Abilities, who 
ho peth, in the preſent Situation of 
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from the Publication of chem m. 
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is ſo well acquainted with the ORE 
Diſlip ation of. : A; "8; HH "the 
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of many, not of th < worlt ara ders, 


in al Matters of a _ erioue Nature 
and with the 1 te Fre ud ces of 
others, to whatever "would f Ain, or 
interrupt them, in their e 
Purſuits, that be cannot entertain 
any ſuch Hope. Still there are A 
few, perhaps, more than can he 

eaſily 
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viii PRE FACE. 


them, or in preparing them for the 
Inſtruction and Entertainment of Per- 
ſons of a ſerious and good Mind; he 
did not-chuſe; that the Uſe of (them, 


ſhould be confined to the ſmall Circle, 


to which they were at firſt delivered z 
but was willing that all, Who are 
pleaſed to look into them, and ap- 


prove of them, ſhould have any Be- 
nefit, or Advantage, ne Theſis are 
capable of affording.” | ber. 

Te Author hopes * none of 
them, will, in the Judgment of fair 


and candid Men, be altogether un- 
worthy of the Notice of the Publick ; 


though he is ſenſible of a great In- 


equality in them, ariſing from ſeveral 


Cauſes, which need not here be men- 
tioned. He likewiſe knoweth, that 
there is a conſiderable Coincidence 


of Sentiment, or Repetition of the 
ſame Things to be met with in them. 


But 
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But hig iꝗerer dilagreeablo it may 
tbe. to ſome nice Cxĩtieks, ie was not 
ſdolicitous to guard againſt; asche is 
off Opinion] that many both of the 
orditary Heaters and Readers of Ser- 
: mons;|» my ſtill ſtand in need, ac- 
vording to the ancient and divine 
Method. of Inſtruction, 70 have Pre- 
cept upon Prerepi, and Line upon 
Eine, given to them; to have uſeful 
Truths gradually inftilled into their 
Minds, and the ſame Principles fre- 
quently repeated and. inculeated, and 
ſet in ſome Variety of Lights before 
them. In pur fuing this Method, a 
Preacher conformeth to the Example 
of St. Paul, to whom, the Writing, 
or ſaying of the ſume Things, to his 
Converts and Pupils, was not griecous, 
while to them it was ſa fe. * 
The Author doth not ſeruple to 
acknowledge, that there was another 
| Con- 


benen tech n bim 


TI to} This Publication, im thei Way in 


which it is ordered, by: 6, Hulle, * 


tien zi that his Family, might ,meceiye.. 


ſome, Emolumepts from his Labouzs. 


aſter his Decraſe, however, mall it! 
may be, more than he could RFPCATFEr 


for, them, during his iff... At, the 
ſame Time, he can honeſtly, declare, 


that no private Motive, mbar, 
would have pre vailed on hig t 
have offered theſe Diſcourſes ig the 


World, if he had not thought, qthat 


they were in ſome M — 2 : 


to 2 _ _— to bag 


which, will nat permit 1 
much more uſeful, nor probably f 
his continuing much in the 


preſent Scene; he khanketh Gop, 


that unſet increaling Tnfirmities, of 


Body, 
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Body, affd am Apprehenfiom of his 
apprbachinig Diſſolution; hd pöffeſa 
ſeth bis Soul in Patience and Serenity; 
and hath the moſt ſincere Conſblatidn 
and Joy, from à Reffeckien dn his 
having laboiired”for by far the greater 
Part of his Life, with at leaſt an 
höfleft Zeal and Aſfiduity, in the 
Servic ce of Religion. He cannot, 
indeed, flatter Himſelf with the 
Thougits of having been actually 
a Author o much Good, by all 
16 Paifls and Diligence; Por of a 
OG the beſt of Cauſes, 
and of well- meant Endeavdurs to 
have ſerved and promoted It, he is 
fully” Cnet i6us.” And upon this 
Faidatiod, notwith@aiing hls Pe. 
fects and Laer of which he is 
very ſefiſble, and which are the 
: Wake of” his unfeigned Humiliation 
and Mourning, he preſumeth to look 


up, 


X11 PREF A Cc E. 
up, with an humble Hope, to the 


Supreme Judge of his Conduct, and 

Arbiter of his Fate; waitin fue bis | 

Mercy, through Ixsus CHRIST, unto 

eternal Lig. Amemm. | © 
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S ERMON I. | 
The, right Uſe of the Undlerſtewüng i in 
Matters of Religion. * 

2 1 Con. . © 
pots ng „ be not Children in Underſtand- 
Horobeit, in Malice be ye Children, 
= ut in Underſtanding be Men. 
T SERMON... 
of the true Good of Man. 1 
ECCLESIASTES ii. 3. 


1 ſought in mine Heart to give myſelf unto 
Mine, (yet acquainting mine Heart with 
Wiſdom) and to lay hold on Folly, till I 
mig bit ſee what was that Good for the Sons 
of Men, which they ſhould do under the 
Heaven, all the Days of therr Life. 


- SERMON III. 
The Image of God in Man. 3:1 2 0 0. 
N _ Gen. I. 27. 


So God created Man in his own Image, in 
the Inage of God created he him. 
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If then I:be & Father, "awhebe is mine Ho- 
jour f Hud. of 1 be ee is 


my Fear? ; Mr u r dJ 


5ER MON y. 
or a 6 Judgment, 8 the proper 
Improvement of the Doctrine coheern- 
ing it. * 0 
1 Peres, f. 17. 


And if ye call on the\Father," pho, * | 
respect of Perſons, Judgeth according to 
every Man's Work, paſs the Time of your 
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Of a Man o reaping whatever he ſoweth. 
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S ERM ON XII. 


Univerſal Benevolence recommended and 


urged, with the Methods of acquiring 
and „ a Tranpor of it in us. 


2 5 P. = 
0 a Cox. XIV. I. 
F allow after Charity. 


SERMON XIII. 


The Original, Ends, and Reaſon of the 
'Sabbath; and how far, and in what 
Manner, we ate obliged to 1 * it. 


| IG: 
Manx, 4 27. 
And he ſaid unto, them, The. — Was 
eee 1 Pay", a 7 


"T% SERMON. XIv. 


Of the Diſpoſitions becoming Men in the 
Times of very throatening and impend- 
ing Danger. Preached | on oy, Faſt- 


8 Fob: I, 1757. 773885 


Jon AR, 1. 6. 2 | 
So "et Ship-maſte came ta him, and fa 2 
unto, bin, What meaneſt thou, O 7 
Ariſe, call upon thy God, if /o 17 
God will think. "= ay that we eri 
. 1 "Area 
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— E Uſe of the Underſtand- 
ing in Matters of Religion. 


"_ con. XIV. 20. 


Brethren, be not Obi dren in Underſtand: 
ing. Howbeit, in Malice be ye Children, 
but in Under tanding be Men. 


8 the Power of Underſtanding i is ; SERM. 
one of the great Prerogatives and I. 
Glories of ' our Nature, which 
eminently diſtinguiſhes us from the infe- 
rior Beings of this World, and lays the 
Foundation for the higheſt Improvements 
which we are capable of making, not 
only in Wiſdom and Knowledge, but in 
Virtus and Goodneſs itſelf ; the due Ex- 
erciſe and Cultivation of this Principle, 
muſt, certainly, be a Matter of great Mo- 
ment and Importance to us. We cannot, 
indeed, omit making a becoming Uſe and 


Improvement of this noble Faculty, with- 
Vor. I. B out 
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The right Uſr of 137 Underftanding 


Sen. | out being chargeable with a ſcornful, or 


fog 
— the moſt valuable Gifts of bur Creator 


ungrateful Neglect, or Abuſe; of one of 


and falling far ſhort of that State of Dig- 
nity and Happineſs, for which we wetet 
originally made and intended. And as 


alt Men are endowed with Underſtand 


ing, though in very different "Degrees 
of Strength and Perfection, it is plainly 


the Duty of every one to employ what-. 


ever Share of it he may have, for the 
Difcovery of any important Truths, 


whi ich come within his Reach and Com!“ 


paſs. "Thoſe who are bleſſed with intel“ 
Ketda Abilities of the firſt Mag nituds," 


muſt, if they Would anſwer the IStenti6g! | 


of "their Maker, in conferring therh, 
faithfully" and diligently 'ufe them, for 
acquiring all ſuch Knowledge? Indy" 
nioft Naſtrivufly difplay the Glory or the? 
great ' Creator, and ling effectuafly Gore 
tribute both to their own Imptoverhent” 
and Ornament, and the Etolumeat and- 
Beneft of th the feſt of Mankind. Others! 
of Taferior " intetledtual "Cap cities“ e müft 
. Sie i feir Pawel,” 
as they have Op alte ' for fu Chih 
theftſeltes with POTENT ant Wildots, 5 


which may be uſefül fort rh lane Pür- 
; poles. 


IR 


in Matters of Religion. 


poſes. And even Perſons of the loweſt 8 ERM. 
form of Underſtanding muſt not ſuffer 
their ſmall Talent to be neglected, but 


carefully improve it for obtaining any uſe- 
ful Knowledge of which they are capable, 
and particularly for obtaining a Knowledge 
of Religion, or the Things that are ne- 
deſſary for a virtuous and happy Life in 


: this World, and for attaining to a State of 
perfect Purity; and eternal Happineſs, in 


the nexſ. 
It is with reſpect to the Affair of * 


gion more eſpecially, that the Sacred 
Writers lo often recommend the Acquiſi- 
tion of Wiſdom, and the Exeroiſe and 
Improvement of the Undetſtanding to us. 
For however the Acquiſition, of | 
ledge « of any Kind, that can be. applied to 
the Benefit and Seryice of Mankind, is 
extremely | becoming aud commendable in 


A Man,, and end the Duty of all. Vw ho 


hays Capacity and, Leiſure for it ; yet as a 
great de ff this Sort of Knowledge lies 
galten f the Reach of the greateſt 

Part gf vi „ as the Knowledge of Reli- 
gion, is the only Knowledge that is level 
to eng Capacities of all Men, and is with- 
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al of the moſt univerſal, and the higheſt 
Importance, as it direQs us in the Way 
B 2 Which 
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The rigbt Vs of the" Underflanding 


a which leads to everlaſting Life, tlie 


_ Scriptures, Which deſign toi make us wiſe 


Toru — u4to\ Salvation; leaving the Acquilition of 


other Sorts of Knowledge to our own 
Diſcretion, or requiring it no other wiſe, 
than as it is a Part of that good Improve- 
ment of our Time and Talents, which is 
always our indiſpenſable Duty, expreſsly 
propoſe the Knowledge of Religion to the 
Purſuit of every Man; to obtain and in- 


creaſe which he muſt ſeriouſly and dili- 


gently employ his eee pr 


: 1 aculties.,' ar 1 


St. Paul vatticularly has 1 View: to Re- 
ligion, as the Object of our Contempla- 
tion, and the Thing about which we are 
to exerciſe our Underſtandings, in the Ex- 
hoftation' which he gives us in the Text, 
Brethren; be not Children in Undenſtunding: 


Hob beit, in Malice" be ye Children, bur in 


Diaderſtanding be Men. He had, in the 
foregoing | Verſes, been treating of thoſe 


ſpiritual Gifts, which were then ſd coth- | 


mon among Chriſtians,” and were held in 


a high Eſteem by many, who probably 


had no juſt Notiom of the Uſe and Value 
of them, but were only ſtruck with their 
strangeneſt · and Novelty Upon this he 


cee them; nor * be Children in Under- 


5 It landing, 
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E 3 1 $ * 
Matter of, Rel gin. 


Aandingi hot to reſemble Children in their SER M. 
want of rational Notions and Sentiments, 


5 


I. 


gion, which may pleaſe the Fancy and 
Imagination, but have no Foundation in 
Truth: However there were ſeveral Diſ⸗ 
poſitions of Children, in which it Wag 
their Duty and Honour to imitate them, 
ſuch as Innocence, Simplicity, and Gen- 
tleneſs of Temper, an Aptneſs to forgive 
Injuries; and to be reconciled to thoſe who 


offend them; yet in all Things, which 


are the Objects of Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding, it became them to be far ſupe- 
rio to Children; particularly to appear 
as Men, in exerting their intellectual 
Faculties, for forming a true Judgment 
ofo the Meſign and Worth of their ſpiri- 
tual Gifts, which were ſo greatly miſ- 
underſtood;.and for acquirin g the cleareſt 
Conceptions, and moſt extenfive Know 
ledge | which: they could arrive at, of 
all, Matters belonging to Religion. In 
treating farther On this Subject, I ſhall, 


Exefciſes of the Underſtanding in Matters 
of. Religion, which the poſtle here e- 


—__ cr Secondly; She for: what: Reaforts 
8 — and: employ our Under- 


nA > B 3 ſtandings 
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SeRM. ſtandings about Religion. And after- 

I. wards conclude with ſome general In- 

WY: ſtructions and Inferences from What is 
di ſcourſed. 

But before I enter on theſe Points, it 
may be of Uſe to premiſe an Obſervation 
or two, the Truth of which muſt be 
preſuppoſed in all Directions given ta 
Men, about the Exerciſe of their Under- 
ſtandings in Religion. \ 
The Firſt is, that Religion is in itſelf an 
intelligible and rational Thing, of which 
a clear and conſiſtent Account may be con- 
veyed to the Mind, and which may be 
ſhewn to haye a Foundation in Reaſon 
and Argument, and not in the Ignorance _ 

and Folly of Mankind, If this were not 
the Caſe, all Directions to uſe our intel- 
lectual Faculties for comprehending Re- 
ligion, would be plainly as impertinent 
and abſurd, as the calling on us, to open 
our Eyes to ſee Objects that are inviſible, 
or to ſtretch forth our Hands to take hold 
on Things that have no Sclidity, and 
cannot be felt, or touched by us. I 
know that ſome weak enthuſiaſtic Per- 
ſons, who however imagine that they 
have arrived at a great Sublimity of Know- 


ledge, are for making Religion a Bundle of 
| confuſed, 


4 


in Matter; of Religion. 


| Aufna, inexplicable, wad contradicto- SERM. 
17 Notions, which can never enter into 


any rational Mind, and which, as "Whey... 


ured to diſcredit and overturn Relig gion 


tl think 


themſelves contend, are bt far from beiße 
agreeable to Reaſon, that they are ut er- 
is; repugnant to it, and to. be receiyed 
only. by a Principle of Faith, which in 
their Senſe of it, is the malt inglorious 
and unmanly, Thing that, can be. "All 
which Abſurdities they pretend t to deduce 
from certain Paſſages of Scripture,” which, 
however ſometimes, ſeeming to your 
them. in ſound, are, according 0 3 Kio 
Rules, o of Interpretation, utterly 1 
kn Meaning which they put Fi 
n them. And, in urſuance of this Folly 
of i ome, nthukiattc Chriſtians, 18005 bog 
ful, and unfair Adverſarigs of Ohiittiß⸗ 
mty,, have, upon the ſame Pretence, ſg} p- 
parted. hy the fame, Arguments, en ea 


{EZ} 


vey 


The Conduct of the former, may deere 
Pity, as, it ig the Effect chiefly 01 1 H- 
rance and Deluſion : "That of FOE tfer 


| may, excite another Sort of Affection in 


it is owing to a very diffotent 

0 en * Seger, Kren de lud- 
wy: 1 or the "artful Infidel, way 
| to f. e Religion is is four from 

. 24 . being 
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SERM. being the abſurd irrational thing, which 

I. they repreſent. it to be. On the contrary, 
nothing is more agreeable to the rational 

Faculties, and appears to have a more 

firm and ſolid Foundation, than Religion 

in its genuine Purity and Simplicity. It 

is not poſſible, upon this Occaſion, to be 

minute or particular, in pointing out the 

Truth and Reaſonableneſs of the ſeveral 

Principles of Religion. I ſhall only ob- 

ſerve in general, that the main Articles 

of it, concerning the different Natures 

and Tendencies of Virtue and Vice; the 
Exiſtence and Perfections of God, his 

Providence and Government of the 

World; and the divine Miſſion and Au— 

thority of Feſus Chriſt, to inſtruct Man- 

kind in the Will of God, to declare the 

| Terms of their Acceptance with him, 

= {| and to give them the moſt effectual En- 

couragement and Help for coming up to 

theſe Terms, particularly by confirming 
the great Doctrine of a Future State; lay, 

the Foundation of a Scheme, the moſt 

rational and coherent that can be enter- 

tained by the Mind of Man, which has 

| always approved itſelf to the moſt inqui- 

fitive and impartial Perſons, who have 

had an Opportunity of being 'acquainted 

. FI with 


in Matters of Religion.” 


with it, and the Evidence which ſupports SERM. 


it, and which indeed ſeems to be im- 
pregnable, in the Judgment even of the 
greateſt Part of the Adverſaries of Reli- 
gion themſelves, who but ſeldom make 
any direct Attacks upon the eſſential 
Branches of this Scheme, contenting 
themſelves rather with fighting againſt 
it indirectly and remotely, by expoſing 
the Abſurdity of certain Doctrines and 
Principles, which they are willing to ſup- 
pole to be connected with it, but which, 
in reality, either are altogether inconſiſt- 
ent with jt, or have no Connexion with 
it, but ſuch as the Deluſions and Miſtakes 
of Men give them. So that whatever 
happens to be the Fate of theſe Doctrines 
and Principles, the Truth of Religion it- 
ſelf can never be affected by it. 

The other Obſervation to be premiſed 
is this, that Religion is a Thing, not only 
barely intelligible and rational, but ap- 
parently and obviouſly ſo, which may be 
eaſily underſtood and comprehended by 
Mankind. Thus it muſt be, if Religion 
be indeed the Subject of the Inquiry and 
Diſcuſſion of all Men; becauſe it is cer- 
tain, that the e e of f the greateſt Part 


of Men. will never allow them to pene- 
trate 


1 


\ 
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SRM. trate into Things, that are any way ab- 
I. ſtruſe, or difficult. Beſides, we muſt 
◻ conclude from the Goodyeſs. f. God, that 
he would never make any Fhing, upon 
which the Happineſs of Men depends, AS 
it plainly does upon Religion, cither im- 
poſſible, or hard to be known, or com- 
prehended by them. But when 1 ſpeak 
of the Clearneſs and Plainneſs of Religion, 
I would be underſtood to mean only the 
fundamental Principles of pure Religion, 
whether natural, or revealed, and the 
Evidences upon which they reſt. As for 
the Notions, or Syſtems of this, or the 
other religious Sea, or Party, many of 
them, it muſt be owned, are ſufficiently 
dark and inſcrutable, which. the Patrons 
of them may explain and defend, as they | 
are able. But as to the eſſential Princi- 
ples of pure Religion, whether reſulting 
only from the Pictates of Nature, or 997 
livered in the Doctrine of Chriſt, thore 1 is 
nothing either in the Idea, or the Proof. of 
tzem, which may not eaſily be taken in 
by any Man of a common fair Ming, 
There are, undoubtedly, , .innumeral 
Things in the Conſtitution and Order of 
the Univerſe, in the Scheme and Conduct 


of Providence, in the Nature, Ways, and 
Works 


in Matters of Religion. 


Works of God, which may have a real SER mM: 


Connexion with theſe Principles, which 
are altogether incomprehenſible, beyon 
the utmoſt Reach of our Abilities, at leaſt 
n our preſent State of Weakneſs and Im- 
perfection. But zheſe ſecret Things belong 
unto the Lord our God: A Search into them 
is no Part of our Duty; nor does the 
Goodneſs or Honeſty of Men depend upon 
the Knowledge of them. Whatever reli- 


ious and moral Truths, we are univer- 


ſally obliged, as Men and Chriſtians, to 
inquire into, or are neceſſary to be known 
for influencing and engaging us to the 
Practice of Virtue, lie ſo open and mani- 
feſt, that no Man of but ordinary Abili- 
ties, who honeſtly ſearches into them, 
can fail of obtaining a Knowledge and 
Conviction of them. The natural Dif- 
ference between moral Good and Evil, 
and the Obligation we are under to prac- 
tiſe the one, and abſtain from the other; 
are Things ſo clearly and ſtrongly ſug- 
geſted by our Conſciences, that they ky 
moſt prevent all Inquiry and Reaſoning : 
Every one may have within himſelf, an 
intimate Senſe and Feeling of the Truth 
of them, The Notion of a Deity, or a 


Being of perfect Power, Wiſdom, Good- 
3 . neſs, 


= 
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; neſs, and Righteonſneſs, the Maker, Pre- 


J. 


ſeryer, and Governor of all Thängs, is ſo 


ac from being unintelligible and contra- 


dictory, as ſome. have pretended, that it 
is the molt agreeable, and delightſul Con- 
ception that can enter into the human 
Mind, and the moſt confiſtent and har- 
monious with all our natural Sentiments: 
And the Evidences of the actual Exiſtence 


of ſuch a Being, are ſo various and nu- 


merous, ſo ſtriking, direct, and full, in 
every Part of the Univerſe; particularly 
in our own. Conſtitution; that they muſt 
neceſſarily engage the Attention, and! ſas 
tisfy the Judgment of all Men of com- 


mon Sagacity and Impartiality of Mind. 


The Preſumptions of a Future State, ariſing 
from the natural Powers and Operations 
of: our Souls; from our natural Notions 
of the Equity and Juſtice of Providence: 
and our conſequent Hopes and Apprehen⸗ 
fions, are likewiſe ſa obvious and ſtrong 
that they cannot but make a:deep'lIms 


preſſion upon every unprejudiced Perfonz 


of but moderate Capacity and Reflection. 


All theſe great Articles, (which contain 


the Subſtance of natural Religion, are ac 


companied with ſuch Light(and Force of 


Evidence, as muſt gain them an Admife 
ſion 


in Matters of Religion. 


fron at ſome: Times, and in ſome Degree, at SER. 


Jeaſt, into thèl Minds of all, who allow 


themſelves to think at all; and can never“ 


be abſolutely rejected and diſbelieved by 
any one, without much unfair Practice, 
and his taking more Pains to ſtifle and 
evade the Proofs of them, than it would 
coft him to eſtabliſh himſelf in a rational 
and ſtedfaſt Belief and Perſuaſion of them. 
And as for the Doctrine of Chriſt; who- 
ever pleaſes to inform himſelf concerning 
it, may eaſily come to the Knowledge of 
it, either by having immediate Recourſe 
to his on Words, from which alone a 
true Judgment is to be formed of it; or 


by conſulting' ſome Perſons, upon whom 


I- 


he can depend for the Truth of the 


Account which they. give of it from 
thence : And to ſome of this Character, the 
meaneſt and. moſt illiterate Man, in all 
— of Freedom at leaſt, may readi- 


ly find Accels. And when once a Man 


of the plaineſt Underſtanding is acquaint- 
ed with the Doctrine of our Saviour, he 
muſt, if he has any honeſty and inge- 


nuity of Mind, certainly approve it, as | 


he will find it to be perfectly agreeable to 
the cleareſt Dictates of his Conſcience, a 
FOE and Rel eſtabliſhment of the Law 
mart 3 of 
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of Nature and Reaſon, upon ſurer and 


more efficacious Principles, than it was 


ever promulgated upon before. Aid if 
he inquires into the Authority of our 
Lord, to deliver ſuch a Law or Inſtitution 
to Mankind, he may obtain full Satisfac- 


.tion as to this Point, from the wonder- 


ful Prophecies uttered by our Saviour 


himſelf, and through his Influence and 


Aſſiſtance, by the Apoſtles, of which ſe- 


veral have been exactly fulfilled already, 


and others, as may be obſerved by all 


Men, are ſtill obtaining a gradual Ac- 
compliſhment ;. from the many extraordi- 
nary Works which our Lord did, during 


his Life; from his Reſurrection from, the 


berty, can ever have Reaſon to ſay; that 


Dead; and the miraculous Powers, which 


he conferred upon his Apoſtles, for con- 


firming and propagating his Religion; for, 
the Truth of all which Facts, every plain 
honeſt Inquirer, may find the cleareſt and 


fulleſt hiſtorical Evidence, much clearer 


and ſtronger than that, upon high, al- 


molt all other equally ancient Facts are 


moſt firmly believed. ; This is, plainly. the 
Caſe as to the Religion of our Sayjour,z 
and, therefore, no Perſons, even, of, Jow. 
Capacities, in a Land. of Light and Li- 
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it is incomprehenſible: by thæm, if they 8SERNL. 
are really deſirous of being inſtructed in I. 
it, and make acdue Uſe of thoſe Means * 
of coming to dhe Knowledge of the Na- 
ture and Evidence of it, Which are al- 
ways in their Power. Sd IEG” ..42 

- Having premiſed theſe | Obſervations, I 
ſhall now proceed te conſider what this 
Exerciſe of the Underſtanding, which is 
required from us with reſpect to Religi- 
on, implies- VID - 0226 AVS. 619 

And 1. It implies Fairneſs and Cans” 
dour, and Care and Diligence in our 
religious Inquiries and Diſquiſitions 3 
that we keep our intellectual Eye pute 
and unprejudfced, and withal lively arid” 
vigorous; in Wfiich State alone it is cap“ 
able of diſcerning and tracing out the“ 
Truths of Religion. For as material Gh 
je gts may be very clear and diſtinck in 
themſelves, yet if we either look at them 
with a vitiated or obſttucted Organ, or 
only take a tranſient ſu perficial View of 
them, We ſhall not pefceive them, ac- 
cording to their real Dimenſions, Propot- 
tions, and Colours; ſo whatever Light” 
and Evidence may aceompany the Prinei- 
ples of Religion, yet if we either enter 
upon the Elamination of them, with 

Minds 
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rently weak and narrow, and. fo eaſily de- 
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Minds - preoccupied and prepoſſeſſed, of 
only conſider them inattentively and ſlight- 
ly, we ſhall never obtain any rational No- 
tion of them, and Conviction of their 


Truth; but moſt probably run into great 
Errors and Deluſions concerning them. 


Indeed our Underſtandings are ſo appa- 


ceived and miſled, that if we do not ule, 
both great Probity and Impartiality, and 
great Attention and Diligence in the Con- 
duct of them, we muſt be thought hardly 
to be in Earneſt in the Purſuit of Truth, 


but to mean only ſome little Amuſement 


| Conſideration, and about which a wiſe 
and good Man will be moſt ſolicitous to 


to our Minds, or to get ſomething to ſay 


for our Prejudices, and preconceived Opi- 
nions, by our trifling, indolent, and partial 
Speculations. A ſerious, - upright, and 
clofe Application of our intelligent Powers, 


is abſolutely neceſſary, if we would make 


a Progreſs i in real Knowledge of any Kind; 


and it is more eſpecially neceſſary, and 


becoming in us, when we profeſs to 
ſtudy Religion, which of all things is 
moſt deſerving of a fair and attentive 


avoid Miſapprehenſions and Miſtakes. | 


2. Ano- 
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2. Another thing implied in the Ex- SERNM. 


ereiſe of our Underſtandings with reſpect * 
to Religion, is our acquieſring in the 


Principles of it, upon ſufficient Evidence 


being laid before us of their Truth. As 


we are not to give an indolent, and mere- 
ly'euſtomary Aſſent to the Doctrines of 


Religion, without examining them care- 


fully and impartially; ſo neither are we 


to refuſe our Aer to them, when ih the 


Còncluſton of a deliberate and fair Inquiry 


into them, we either clearly perceive the 
Truth of them, or have as much Evidence 
of their Truth, as the Nature of ſuch 


Principles will admit of. As Credulity, 


or ah implicit Belief, is altogether unman- 


Jy and unbecotming us; 10 likewiſe is 
—_ ſceptical Humour, which fi 


us ups evading Evidence; which makes 
ub Hrtich really, or in appearance to fluc- 
tüte and doubt, where there is no occa- 


ſion to heſitate, where there is Light 
enouglf to g vide us, and to determine 


our Magnin, according to the eſtabliſn- 
ed Rules of Reafoning, and of giving our 
Aﬀent. This is as plainly inconſiſtent 


with a free apd generous Uſe of our intel- 
lectual Power as the blindeſt Credylity, 


or the moſt ayiſh Prepoſſeſſion is. And 
Fer. . C there- 
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SzrxM, therefore, whoever would employ their 


I. 


Underſtandings worthily in Matters of 
Religion, muſt be as ready to receive and 
embrace all the Doctrines of Religion, 


which are evidently well founded, as they 


are to reject thoſe, which have no A ppear- 
ance of Truth to ſupport them, 

3. There is one Thing more implied in 
the due Exerciſe and Coltivation of our 


VUnderſtandings with reſpe&t to Religion, 


which is our improving and increaſing 


our Knowledge of it, in Proportion to 
our Abilities. The moſt important and 
.uſcful Truths of Religion, indeed all that 
are abſolutely neceflary to be known in 


order to a good Conduct, are ſo clear and 


evident, and level to the Capacities of all, 
who labour under no natural Defect; that 
every one who conſiders, and attends to 


them, muſt diſcern and aeknowledge them. 
But beſides theſe firſt; and moſt evident, 


':and neceſſary Principles of Religion, 


which all who make any rational Preten- 
ces to Religion, muſt receive ; there are 


other Doctrines of it; which, though 
not of equal Clearneſs and Importance, 


are always diſcoverable by thoſe, Who with 
Seriouſneſs, Integrity, and Diligence ſearch 
into them; and which, when diſcovered, 

| may 
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may be of very conſiderable Uſe; for the SRERM. 
Enlargement and fuller Eſtabliſhment of I. 
their Minds, and openinga wider Field for 

the Exerciſe and Improvement of all 


their good Aﬀections, or, in the Apoſtle's 
Words, for furniſhing them more thorough- 


by unto all good Works. Such are many 


Truths relating to. the Adminiſtration of 
Providence in the World at large, and the 
Conſtitution and Oeconomy of the King- 
dom of God, particularly under the Goſ- 
pel. Now it is certainly incumbent upon 
all who would exerciſe their intellectual 
Faculties; as becomes them, with regard 


to Religion, not only to ſatisfy themſelves 


of the Truth of the fundamental Points 
of Piety and Virtue, and the firſt Princi- 
ples of the Oracles of God, but likewiſe to 
inveſtigate, as far as they can, the Doc- 
trines, which raiſe the Superſtructure of 
Religion, and which finiſh and compleat 
the whole Fabrick of it. And if Men 
would but fairly and faithfully endeavour 
to become acquainted with the intire 
Scheme or Syſtem of Religion, many of 
them, at leaſt, would in a little Time 
find that they were able to penetrate much 
farther into it, than, before their making 


the Experiment, they were apt to think 


* 
R192 


O 2 1 


2 


The right Uſe of the Underſtanding 


SRM. they could do. The caſe of our mental 


and bodily Powers, is in general the ſame : 


both are greatly ſtrengthened and improv- 


ed by Uſe and Exerciſe z whereas without 
it, they run to Ruſt, and contract a Weak - 
neſs and Ineptitude for effecting Things, 
of which through Practice and Cuſtom 
they would have been very capable, And 
as in acquiring Skill, or Knowledge in 
any of the common Arts, or Profeſſions 
of Men, moſt Perſons, at firſt, go on but 
flowly, and with Difficulty, while their 
Faculties are yet quite undiſciplined and 
inexperienced in them ; but afterwards 
make a quicker and eaſier Progreſs, as 
their Powers are exerciſed and opened, 
and habituated to Attention to the Prin- 
ciples of thoſe Arts, or Profeſſions : fo it 
is, in attaining to the Science, or Know - 
ledge of Religion, The greateſt Part of 
the Men, who have never thought, or 
| reaſoned upon the Subject of Religion, 
will, in their firſt Eſſays to become ac- 
quainted with it, be able to proceed but 
a little Way, probably not beyond the 
firſt Elements of Religion, or thoſe Prin- 
ciples of it, which are ſo clear and evi- 
dent, that they almoſt forte themſelves 
into > every Mind, that at all reflects on 

| _ 
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them, and conſiders them. But after be- Ser. 
ing accuſtomed and inured to ſuch Sort of I. 

Speculations, they will find their Capacity 
for them enlarged, and that from the 


ſimple and plain Truths of Religion, they 


can go on to a Comprehenſion of thoſe, 
which are more abſtruſe and difficult; 
and ſeveral of them, of greater natural A- 
bilities, and in a more advantageous Situa- 


tion for making a Progreſs in the Know- 
ledge of Divine Things, will in Time 
kindle up ſuch a bright and ſtrong Light 
in their Minds, as will eaſily guide them 
through all thoſe Mazes and Perplexities, 
which are ſo apt to bewilder and confound 


| ſome weaker and leſs knowing Perſons, 
in regard to certain Points of Religion, 
and may lead them on to till farther Diſ- 


coveries, and be of very extenſive Influ- 
ence for the Direction and good Govern- 


ment of their Conduct. 


II. I ſhall ſhew for what Reaſons we 


chould thus exerciſe and employ our Un- | 
derſtandings about Religion. 


1. Both our Dignity and Happineſs de- 


pend upon our doing ſo. As a great Part 


of the original Glory of our Nature, con- 


fiſts in our being endowed with the Power 
of Intelligence; ſo a Juſt Improvement of 


C 3 this 
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this excellent Faculty, always contributes 
4 to the Dignity and Luſtre of our 


Characters. What a ſhining Figure does 
that Man make, who by Means of a well- 


tutored and refined Underſtanding, and 
a large Stock of true Knowledge, can 


ſpeak pertinently and agreeably upon 


any important Subject that occurs in Con- 


verſation, and inſtruct others in the uſe- 


ful, or entertaining Sciences, Or Arts of 
Life? How far muſt ſuch a one riſe in 
the Eſtimation of the thinking' Part of 
Mankind, even though he ould be but 


low as to his d Appearance and 


Condition in the World, above the Man 


whoſe Mind is altogether rude and uncul- 


tivated, however eminent his external 


Rank and Circumſtances are? The Wif- 
dom of the former, as far excelleth the Polly 
or Ignorance of the latter, as Light excel- 
leth Darkneſs. And the Man, who has 
taken Pains about his Underſtanding, muſt 

be ſtill more particularly eſteemed and ho- 
noured, if he has exerciſed it chiefly upon 
the grand Points of Religion and Morali- 
ty; the Being and Attributes of God, the 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of thoſe general 
Laws by which he ſupports the natural 
World, and the Equity and Righteouſ- 


Es 
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neſs of his Government of rational A- 
gents ; the Reality and Obligation of mo- 


ral Virtue, and the e Duties of 


Men, with reſpect both to their Creator, 
and Fellow- creatures; the Things which 


conſtitute the true Perfection and Happi- 


neſs of Mankind; the Truth of the ſeve- 
ral Diſpenſations of revealed Religion, 
and their Coherence and Connexion with 
the moral Syſtem of Nature, and with 
one another; the Nature and full Extent 
of the Goſpel Scheme, and its admirable 
Efficacy above all other Schemes and In- 
ſtitutions for purifying and perfecting our 
Nature, and bringing us to a State of 
compleat Happineſs. A free, diſintereſt- 


ed, and diligent Inquiry into theſe great 


Subjects, and the fixing true, rational, and 


conſiſtent Opinions concerning them in 
the Mind, is plainly the moſt noble Em- 
ployment of the intellectual Faculties, ar- 
gues a comprehenſive, large, and gene- 


rous Mind, and prepares the Way at 
leaſt, for our acting the moſt extenſively 
worthy and honourable Part in Life that 
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can be. And as our Dignity depends fo. 


much, upon our exerciſing our Under- 
ſtandings in the Subjects of Religion, fo 
likewiſe does our Happineſs. For as we 
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are formed with a Love of Truth, and a 


1 
1 
| 
| 
! 
| 
: 


24. 


/ 


The right Uſe of the Underſtanding 


 SERM, Deſire of Knowledge, ſo every Diſcovery 
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of Truth i is attended with a moſt ſenſible 


Delight. Indeed the Dawn of a chearful 
Morning, is not more welcome and agree- 
able to a Traveller, after a tedious dark 
Night, than the breaking in of Truth 
upon the Mind, is to the Man, who 7%, 
long wandered in Ignorance and Error 
And the more important and certain the 
Truth which is diſcpyered is, the greater 
is the Pleaſure which reſults from the 
Knowledge of it. Now as the great 
Truths of Religion, muſt to every inge- 


nuous Man, appear to be above all others 
- momentous, and likewiſe very clear and 


certain, the Mind which inquires into 
them, and gradually traces them out, 
muſt be entertained with a moſt pure, and 
continually increaſing Pleaſure. But there 
is {till a farther, though ſomewhat more 
remote Connexion, between the Exerciſe 
of our Underſtandings in Matters of Reli- 
gion, and our Happineſs : as it is by ex- 
erting our intelligent Faculties upon theſe 
Subjects, that we come to have a clear 
and lively View of our Duty, in all its 
Branches; which is evidently of the great- 
eſt Importance to our acting an uniformly 


yiituous Part, a and conſequently to our 


enjoy in 8 
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enjoying the moſt noble and divine Plea- * | 
ſures which ffow from the ſteady Practice I. 
of Virtue, the Teſtimony of a good Con- Yo 
ſcience, and a humble Confidence towards 
God. Our Affections uſually operate 
pretty ſteadily, according to the Notions 
which are deeply laid in our Minds, con- 
cerning the Good or Evil, the Innocence 
or Blameableneſs of Actions. There are 
but few who arrive at ſuch a Height of 
Wickedneſs, as to run on in evil Courſes, 
even in contradiction to their ſettled Prin- 
ciples and Convictions. The greateſt part 
of thoſe, who allow themſelves to do bad 
Things, find the Means of reconciling 
their Conſciences to them, by palliating 
and diſguiſing their Vices, or throwing 
| ſuch falſe Colours over them, that they 
can practiſe them, under the Appearance 
of Innocence at leaſt, if not of Virtue 
itſelf. There is no Doubt but Men 
uſe a great deal of diſhoneſt Art, to bring 
themſelves into this State, of being able 
to Sin with Freedom and Eaſe : but in 
fact we ſee that many do ſo. Now this 
they could not do ; on the contrary, it 
might be expected, that they ' ſhould have 
5 an acute and vigorous Senſe of all moral 
Obligations; and that their Conduct, in 
| ci — 
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SERM. Conſequence of that, ſhould be very uni- 
I. formly good, if they did but duely exert 
3 their Powers, for examining the real Na- 
ture and Tendency of the ſeveral Purſuits 
of Men, before they fell in with them; 
for comparing them with thoſe general 
Rules and Meaſures of all our moral Ap- 
probations, which are fixed in the Conſti- 
tution of our Beings, as well as in the 
Doctrine of our Saviour, the Love of God, 
and of Mankind '; and the true Perfection of 
our own Nature; for ſettling in their 
Minds juſt Notions of the Things that are 
agreeable to the Sanctity and Goodneſs of 
the Deity ; for forming large impartial 
Schemes of public Good; and acquiring 
the moſt extenſive Views of the Intereſt 
of the particular Perſons with whom they 
are concerned, and of their own Happt- 
neſs and Dignity as rational moral Agents. 
If Men, I ſay, did but faithfully and dili- 
gently exert their rational Faculties for 
theſe Purpoſes, they could never be long 
_ deceived by any vain Phantoms, or illuſory 
Appearances of Virtue; but muſt ſoon 
come to ſee their Duty in a true and full 
N Light, and might withal inculcate a moſt 
| lively Senſe of it upon their Minds, which 
would enable them to practiſe it in ſuch 
| great 
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great Perfection, as would afford them SERM. 
the higheſt Pleaſure and Peace, and many I. 
other Advantage of Virtue in this World. 
and the moſt comfortable Hope and glo- 
rious Proſpect, with . to a F uture 
e 
We ſhould exerciſe our intelligent 
1 ba about Religion, becauſe n 
this, there can be no Merit, or Virtue, in 
our Religion, nor can it ever be pleaſing 
and acceptable to God. Religion, ac- 
cording to the moſt obvious Notion of it, 
is a reaſonable, voluntary, and liberal Ser- 
vice, flowing from Principles of Light 
and Knowledge, the calm Approbation of 
our Minds, and the generous Affections 
of our Hearts. It would be a Thing ut- 
terly baſe and unworthy in us, to make 
any Offers of Duty and Service ta the Deity 
in which our higheſt and moſt noble Fa- 
culties are not engaged and exerted ; or 
if we did, it would be moſt abſurd to ſup- 
poſe that he would ever regard theſe Offers 
or receive themat our Hands. It is the Ho- 
mage? and-Obedience of Men, of rational 
moral Agents, or Beings acting with Un- 
dͥeerſtanding, and from an ingenuous Senſe 
; of Duty, which God expects and requires 
| from us, and which alone i is fit to be 2c- | 
cepted 
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SrRM. cepted by him. But ſuch, it is plain, our 


k 


brought to a Frial; which muſt ever owe 


Religion can never be, unleſs we ſeriouſly 
conſider and examine it, diſcern its Worth 
and Excellence, and embrace and obey it, 
upon the Principles of an inward Faith 
and Love. So that whoever propoſe that 
their Religion ſhould be a Thing of real 
Worth and Value, and not merely a vain 
Pretence, or empty Name, ſhould receive 
and believe it from a rational Perſuaſion of 
its Truth and Goodneſs, and practiſe it 
from a ſincere Approbation and Affec- 
tion. = | 
I ſhall now draw ſome Inſtructions and 
Inferences from what has been delivered 
_ this whole Subject. | | 

We may ſee the ingenuous Spirit of 
our — ai which diſdaining to take 
Advantage of the Ignorance, Credulity, 
and Inattention of Mankind, lays itſelf 


| open to the Examination of all Men, and 
even invites, encourages, and requires 


them carefully to zy and prove it. This, 
certainly, carries a fair and plaufible Ap- 
pearance, and is the remoteſt Thing that 
can be from the Nature of Falſhood and 


| Impoſture, which hates the Light, and 


avoids, above all Things, , the being 


any 
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any Credit that it has, to its being wrapt SERM.. 
up in Myſtery and Darkneſs, or to the I. 


Prejudice and Inadvertence of Men, or to 
certain Methods of ſubtil Fraud and Cun- 
ning, or of open Force and Violence, 
which are uſed to maintain and defend it. 
As Chriſtianity depends upon none of 
theſe Supports, but generouſly appeals to 
the Reaſon of Mankind, deſiring nothing 
more, than that every one would freely 
and honeſtly judge of its Merit and Pre- 
tenſions, this alone is a ſtrong preſump- 
tion in its Favour; and at leaſt, clearly 
proves that the Perſons concerned in the 
Publication of it, ſuſpected no Deceit in it, 
but were perſuaded that it was immove- 
ably founded, and able to ſtand the Teſt 
of any ſtrictly critical and fair Inquiry. 
2. We may ſee, that the Ignorance of 
the true Nature and Grounds of Religion, 
or, which is very nearly related to it, the 
_ implicit Belief of Religion which fo com- 
monly prevails among profeſſed Chriſtians, 
even in Places of the greateſt Liberty, is 
very faulty and inexcuſable. Becauſe, as 
it is in the Power of every one, at leaſt in 
a Country of Freedom, to acquaint himſelf 
with Religion, and to believe and obey it 
from a real. Knowledge and Approbation 
of 
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SERM. of it; ſo it is his indiſpenſable Duty 

I. which he cannot neglect, without falling 

" ſhort of whatever can be properly called 

Religion, as well as acting inconſiſtently 

with the Dignity of the rational Nature 

and his own trueſt Happineſs. From 

hence we may judge of the Doctrine, 

which magnifies and values Ignorance, 

implicit Faith, and blind Obedience, ſo 

much, as to make them the Parents of 
Devotion, and the Sources of Order, Har- 
mony, and Peace in the Society of Chriſti- 
ans. It is, indeed, hard to ſay, whether 
! | the Wickedneſs, or Abſurdity of this 
| Pretence is greater: But as monſtrous as 
= it is, it is no more than might have been 
expected from the Perſons, whoſe great 
[ Aim and Deſign is, moſt apparently to all 
C Men of Reflection, to ſhut up Mankind 
in Darkneſs; that they may more effec+ 
tually enſlave them, and render them more 

fully and ſecurely their Property. But 

that any who profeſs an Abhorrence of 
this Deſign, and ſeparate from the Com- 
munion of thoſe who are engaged in it, 
ſhould ever caſt a favourable Look the {fame 
Way; or ſpeak, or act, as if they thought 
it not to be for the Intereſt of Religion, 


or the Peace. of the Church, that Men 
ſhould - 
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ſhould become too inquiſitive and know- SE@M. 
ing, or tranſgreſs the Limits ſet to their J. 


Faith by human Authority, is ſomewhat 
ſurprizing; and betrays, if not a ſtrong 
Tincture of the ſame bad Spirit which 
prevails in the great Corrupters of Chriſtia- 
nity, great Inadvertence and Inconſiſtency, 
in adopting the very Maxims and Princi- 
ples, which ſupport the Syſtem of Anti- 
chriſtian Superſtition and Tyranny. 4 
3. From what has been diſcourſed, we 
may infer the Iniquity of all thoſe Me- 
thods, which are uſed to deter, or diſ- 
courage Men, in inquiring freely into Re- 
ligion, and increaſing, as far as they are 
able, their Knowledge of it. Such are 
not only the Methods of the moſt outra- 
geous and diabolical Cruelty, which are 
put in Practice in the Places of groſs Su- 
perſtition and Tyranny, by the avowed 
Enemies of all Examination and Inquiry; 
but likewiſe all the lower Inſtances of 


Perſecution, which have been, or are in 


Faſhion; in ſome other Countries, even in 
Oppoſition to the fundamental Principles 
of the Religion, publickly profeſſed in 
them; ſuch as Forfeitures, Fines, Impri- 
ſonments, ſevere Cenſures, and the like, 
if Men in the Reſult of the molt conſcien- 
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SERM. tious Inquiry, happen to differ from ſome 


publickly received Notions, or Uſages in 


"wv Religion. As all Penalties inflicted in 


ſuch a Cale, tend more or leſs to give a 
fatal Wound to Religion, to degrade and 


vilify Human Nature, and to hurt Man- 


kind in their moſt important Intereſts, 
they muſt appear to be utterly unjufti- 


_  flable to all Men of a true Judgment, and 
ſincere Honeſty and Generoſity of Heart, 
Thanks be to Heaven, that there is fo 
little Reaſon to complain of theſe Evils, 


in the Countries to which we belong; 


that the Spirit of our excellent Govern- 


ment, has, for a conſiderable Time paſt, 
been fo juſt and equitable, as to expreſs 
a much ſtricter Regard to the Prineiples 
of religious Liberty, and the ſacred Rights 
of Conſcience, than has been known 
in almoſt any other Country, and than 
was formetly known in theſe very Na- 
tions: in conſequence of which, a noble 


Spirit of Inquiry into Religion, far ex- 
ceeding whatever of the Sort was to be 


perceived in former Times, has ariſen ; 
which though it has been abuſed,' and 


carried to the extreme of Licentiouſneſs 


by ſome few, yet has produced ſuch an 
Improvement in real Knowledge of the 
, 1 | moſt 
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moſt uſeful and important Things in Re- 


ligion, and ſuch a Temper of Moderation 


and Forbearance as to inferior Points, in 


great numbers of ſerious Chriſtians, as far 
overbalance any Inconveniences, which 


can be alledged to have proceeded from 
it. May this excellent Spirit, which is 
one of the moſt happy Incidents of our 
Time, ſtill grow and inereale among us, 
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and ſpread itſelf through all other Coun- 


tries pretending to Proteſtantiſm and Free- 
dom, Thus it might be looked upon, as 


ſome ſmall opening towards that bleſſed 


State of Religion, - deſcribed in the Pre- 
dictions of the ancient Prophets, when the 
Knowledge of. the Lord, and in conſe- 
quence of that, the higheſt Charity and 
Peace, ſhall fill cb. Earth, as the Waters 
cover, the. Sc. 

4. We may fee bow mately it concerns 
every Man,. to raiſe and cultivate in hims 
ſelf, a ſerious, honeſt, and diligent Tem- 


per of ſearching into Religion, and to 


propagate the ſame among, others, as far 
as it is in his Power: to do it: Beeauſe in 
this Temper, the very Eſſence of the 


Duty of . exerciſing. our Underſtandings 


about Religion conſiſts; and becauſe it is 


the Seed-plot of Truth and Virtue in Men, 


Vor. I, D the 


2 . 
bl 


{ 


The right Uſe of the Underflanding 


SerM. the Root from whence the moſt generous 


Improvements both in the Knowledge and 


* Practice of our Duty, ſhoot and grow. 


This Temper, therefore, we ſhould ex- 
cite and ſtrengthen in ourſelves, by af- 
fecting our Minds with a deep Senſe of the 
high Importance of divine Truths; by 


laying aſide all vicious Prejudices ; by en- 


uring ourſelves to Patience of Thought, 


upon the Subjects of Religion; by taking 


all the Advantages which we can receive 
from the Knowledge and Improvements 


of other Men; and, finally, by fending 


up our Prayers to the Father of Lights, 
to purify and inſtru our Minds, and to 
direct and aflift us in our Inquiries. Thus 


the Weakeſt and Meaneſt of us, ſhall 


come to a clear and diſtinct Perſuaſion of 
the Truth of whatever is fundamental in 
Religion, or neceffary to a Life of true 
Virtue and Happineſs ; and others of us, 
ſhall arrive at ſuch eminent Knowledge in 


divine Matters, as may tend greatly both 
to our Ornament and Felicity. And the 
ſame Spirit we ſhould endeavour to raiſe 


and draw forth in others, by ſhewing 
them the indiſpenſable Obligation which 


they are under to acquire and cultivate „ 


«nd the great Conſequence of it to a worthy 
Conduct, 
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and by giving them all the Aſſiſtance in 


our Power, for their exerting it with Ef- 
ſect and Succeſs. This is, plainly, one 


of the greateſt Services that we can render 
to our Neighbours. 
F. Laſtly, Let the Knowledge which 


7 we attain to, in conſequence of the Ex- 


erciſe of our Underſtandings about Reli- 
gion, be always ſubſtituted by us, as the 
Foundation of a good Conduct, and vir- 
tuous Converſation in the World. Reli- 
gion is, above all other Sciences and Inſti- 


tutions, practical. The whole Deſign and 


Tendency of its Principles and Doctrines is 


to inſpire a Love of Virtue, and a Deteſta- 


tion of Vice, and to furniſh us with the 


moſt powerſul Motives to abound in the 
one, and to keep at the utmoſt Diſtance 


from the other; and if we were ever ſo ear- 
neſt and aſſiduous in acquainting ourſelves 


with its Doctrines, but did not ſuffer 


them to produce theſe Effects in us, we 
ſhould, with reſpect to the real Improve- 
ment of our Nature, and our future Hap- 
pineſs, be but idly and unprofitably, or 
rather hurtfully employed; as a Know- 
ledge of good Principles, without a Prac- 


tice in ſome Meaſure correſponding. to it, 
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Sr RM. is the greateſt Aggravation of the Guilt of 


Men, and conſequently, a Thing which 
muſt terribly heighten their Condemnation. 
Let us not then content ourſelves with 


any. mere Speculations in Religion, with 


any Notions of it which float and hover 
in the Head, but never affet and warm 
the Heart: Such a Knowledge of Reli- 
gion may eaſily puff us up with a vain 
Conceit of our Abilities, and render us con- 
tentious and inſolent in Converſation ; but 
will never contribute either to the Edifica- 
tion of our Neighbours, or the Advance- 
ment of our own ſpiritual Intereſt. The 
Scripture is ſo far from making any Ac- 


count of this frothy, inſipid Knowledge, 


that it will not allow it to be Chriſtian 
Knowledge at all. Hereby wwe do know, that 
we know him, ſaith St. John, F we keep his 
Commandments; he that faith, I know him, 
and keepeth not his Commandments, is a Liar, 
and the Truth is not inbim. It is certain 
that the only Faith and Knowledge of Re- 
ligion, which will in the Iſſue turn to any 


valuable Account to us, is that which is 


the Root and Principle, and the Founda- 
tion and Support of a good Life, and di- 
Treas us in the Exerciſe of all Chriſtian 
Duties and Virtues, Let us take care, 
= therefore, 


in Matters of Religion. 


therefore, not only to have a well-ground- SERM. 


ed and ſtedfaſt Belief of Religion, and 
to increaſe our Knowledge of the Do- 
trines of Chriſtianity; but likewiſe to 
make our Paith and Knowledge of the 
Goſpel, ſubſervient to our obeying it, 


more punctually and exactly, in a Life of 


univerſal Purity, Righteouſneſs, and God- 
lineſs. And when thus our Knowledge 
and Practice bear a Proportion to one an- 
othe?, and are both as perfect as we can 
make them, we moſt effectually anſwer 
the Intention of Religion, and raiſe our 
Nature to the higheſt Honour and 1 
pineſs, of which it is capable. 
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EccL Es. II. 


T fought in mine Heart—till I might ſee what 
was that Goad for the Sons of Men, which 
they ſhould do under the Heaven all the 
N of their Life. 


SERM. 7 H E Inquiry which Solomon here 
II. tells us he made, is certainly the 
— moſt neceſſary and important of any that 
can be propoſed by Men. Tis indeed 
ſurprizing that we are ſo negligent in 
making it, as we commonly are; that ſo 

few are at Pains to inform themſelves, 

what is the true end of Life, or what is 

the Buſineſs which they are principally to 

take care of in it; that the greateſt Part 

of us ſhould ſpend our Days i in a State of 
thoughtleſs eaſy Indolence, or the Purſuit 

of thoſe Objects that are agreeable to the 
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Appetites and Paſſions, which for the SeRm. 


Time prevail in us, without ever conſider- 
ing whether our Purſuits are right or 
wrong, or whether they are ſuch as our 
Conſciences, upon-our taking an impartial 
View of them and all their Conſequences, 
will approve, and may be rationally ſaid 
to tend to the Perfection and Happineſs 

of our Beings, or the contrary. This 
Conduct is the Reproach of our intelligent 
Nature, and the fatal Source of moſt of 
the Errors and Miſeries of Human Life, 
which would be in a great Meaſure pre- 
vented or remedied, if Men were but care- 
ſul to acquire a juſt Notion of their chief 
Buſineſs in the World, and of the Meaſures 
which are proper to be obſerved by them 
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for conducting it aright, and to keep al- 


ways a lively Senſe of theſe things in 


their Minds, This could not fail to lead 
them to the moſt excellent and worthy 
Behaviour, and to render their Condition 
as happy, as the Evils to which by the 
preſent Conſtitution of Things they are 
unavoidably expoſed, would permit it to 


be. *Tis not therefore without reaſon 


that Men of Wiſdom and Reflection in 


every Age, have both by their Precepts 
and Example, recommended the Study of 
D 4 the 
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SERM. the juſt Meaſures of Life above all things, 
II. and have taught us to value no Knowledge 
—— ſo much as that which relates to Morals, 
or the Methods of a good Behaviour in 
the World, and which will moſt effec- 
tually promote the Dignity, Honour, and 
F elicity of our Nature. | 
The Writings of Solomon Tre" very 
much with Reflections on theſe Subjects: 
His Deſign in this Book of Eccleſiaſtes is 
to determine what ſhould be the principal 
Employment of Mankind, and wherein 
their trueſt Happineſs conſiſts, or as he 
expreſſes it in the Text, what 7s that 
Good for the Sons of Men, which they 
Should do under the Heaven all the Days 
of their Life. For obtaining Satisfaction 
in this Inquiry, he makes various Diſqui- 
ſitions concerning the Works of God, and 
the Nature of Things, and the Relations 
which external Objects bear to Mankind ; 
and from his Obſervations upon them, he 
plainly perceives that Men were formed 
for very different Purpoſes from thoſe 
which they commonly have in View ; 
that the Purſuits which for the moſt part 
they ſo eagerly engage in, are altogether 
improper for them, and can yield them no | 
other Fruit, than endleſs Labour, Pain, 
\ * 
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and Anxiety : And at laſt he lays it down SERM, 
as a firm Concluſion, that the Fear of IT. 


God, and the keeping his Commandments, 
or the Practice of Piety and Virtue, is the 
whole of Man; this is a Thing ſo excel- 


Tent and becoming us, and of fo great Im- 
portance to our enjoying the Happineſs of 
which we are capable, that other Things 
hardly deſerve to be named as any Part of 


our Bufineſs in compariſon of it; this is 
what we ſhould be always moſt intent 
on, and account the higheſt Concern of 
Life. 

I doubt not but that all who think and 
reaſon ſeriouſly on this Subject, will at 
laſt reſt in the ſame Concluſion which So- 


lomon has made: We may perhaps come 


to it by ſome Obſervations different from 
thoſe which he has made, and which will 
be more plain and ealy to Perſons of all 
Capacities, | 

The Point to be conſidered by us 


what is that Good for the Sons of Men, 8 


which they ſhould do all the Days of 
their Lie? By Good here I underſtand 
Things both morally and naturally good : 
The Things ſaid to be morally good are 
thoſe Affections and Actions of rational 


| Agents, which our Conſciences approve 


for 
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SerM. for their own intrinſic Beauty and Excel- 
II. lence, abſtracting from the beneficial or 
advantageous Conſequences which flow 
from them. And the Things naturally 
_ good are all thoſe Objects which afford 
us agreeable Perceptions, which gratify 
any of the Senſes, or Powers of receiving 
Pleaſure in us, and contribute to our Hap- 
pineſs. The Notions of moral and natu- 
ral Goodneſs are plainly different, and the 
Things of which they are affirmed, are 
ſometimes contrary to one another, though 
the Things which give us the greateſt 
degree of Happineſs, or natural Good, 
are never inconliſtent with Things morally 
good, but are indeed connected with 
them, or rather are, in many Inſtances at 
leaſt, the very fame. - That which is al- 
ways firſt to be conſidered by us, is the 
_ » Morality or Virtue of our Conduct, or 
' what is the moſt amiable Courſe of Life 
that we can follow, how we ſhall ayoid | 
every thing that would debaſe and corrupt 
our Minds, and how we ſhall advance 
our Nature to the higheſt Excellence and 
Perfection. After this, we are to inquire 
what Influence our Actions are like to 
have upon our Happineſs or Miſery, and 
how we may, conſiſtently with keeping fi 
our 
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our Nature uncorrupted, and improving SERM. 


it in Virtue, obtain the moſt real and du- II. 
rable Pleaſures, that Wwe can partake of.. 
Theſe are Matters. of the utmoſt Conſe- | 
quence to us, and ſhould always be the 
principal Objects of our Thoughtfulneſs 


and Care. To know what they are was 


what Solomon intended, by conſidering 
the Queſtion which we have in the Text, 
what is that Good for the Sons 'of Men, 
which they ſbould do under the Heaven, 


| all the Days of their Life? i. e. What are 


the Things that are truly lovely, which 
are the greateſt Excellencies and Orna- 
ments of the Human Nature, and which 


will afford to Men the moſt fincere and 


laſting Satisfaction; which therefore they 
ſhould take care of more than of any other 
Things, N be always moſt ſolicitous to 
ſecure ? 

As to the firſt Part of this Cuquidy, 
hat are the Things morally. good, or 
which are lovely and excellent, and which 


fe eſteem as the Dignity and PerfeQion 


of our Nature? Since our Conſciences 


naturally diate to us what theſe Things 


are, and furniſh us with the Ideas of them, 
as truly and certainly, if we do not wil- 
fully blind and corrupt them, as our ex- 

3 ternal 
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SERM. ternal Senſes while they are no way indiſ- 


poſed, convey to us the Notions of the 


—— Fhings w which are their Objects; let us 


calmly and impartially conſult the Senſe 
of our Minds, and the Suggeſtions of our 


Conſciences in this Matter. Whoever 


will do ſo, will ſoon perceive that the 
Things which he approves as morally 
good and excellent, are pious Diſpoſitions 
towards God, and benevolent and honeſt 
Affections towards Men, and the Actions 


which flow from theſe Diſpoſitions and 


Affections; or that they are the Things 
comprehended in the Love of God and of 


Mankind. We come to the Knowledge 


of the Exiſtence of a Deity, or of a Being, 
infinitely wiſe, powerful, and good, the 
Creator, Preſerver, and Governour of all 
Things, by the Uſe of our Reaſon, and 
the Obſervations that we make upon hig 
Works: And as ſoon as we are convinc- 
ed that there is ſuch a Being, Affections of 
Reverence, Love, Gratitude, Obedience, 
and Submiſſion ariſe in us towards him, 
prompting us to do every Thing that we 
apprehend will be pleaſing to him, and 
that tends to his Honour. And we find 
ourſelves placed in this World among a 
great Number of ongoing of the ſame 

; in 
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1 Kind and Order with ourſelves, to whom SERM. 
; both by the Inclinations of Nature and II. 
the Neceſſity of our Condition we are diſ- 
ꝝñpoſed to be juſt, humane, compaſſionate, 
and friendly; to have a tender Concern 
for their Happineſs, and to obſerve the 
Meaſures which are proper to promote it. 
And whenever we ſeriouſly reflect upon 
theſe Affections and Actions, either in 
ourſelves or others, which teſtify Rever- 
ence, Gratitude, and Obedience to the 
Deity, and Goodwill, Friendſhip, and 
Equity towards Men, we always approve 
them; there is ſomething in them which 
in a peculiar Manner ſtrikes and moves us, 
and gains our Veneration. Our Conſci- 
ence, or that Faculty within us, whereby 
we judge of the Goodneſs and Worth of 
Men, eſteems them as the greateſt Excel- 
lencies that we can be poſſeſſed of, and 
the Things which moſt truly raiſe and 
dignify our Nature. Some I know, who 
by falſe Principles, and the Indulgence of 
evil Paſſions, have very much debauched 
their Conſciences, will be ready to pretend 
Inſenſibility in this Matter, and to ſay that 
they do not ' perceive: any thing of that 
Worth and Excellence in Piety, Juſtice, and 
Charity, which they hear weak and en- 
thuſiaſtical 
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thuſiaſtical People, agreeably to the Pre- 
II. judices received by their Education, talk ſo 


much of. But however ſuch Men may 
not have ſo lively a Perception of the Beau- 
ty of a pious, benevolent, upright, and 
generous Character, as thoſe who have 
not corrupted their Conſciences, or im- 
paired the moral Senſe of their Minds will 
have, yet it may juſtly be affirmed that 
even they are not altogether inſenſible of 

it; for notwithſtanding all the Art and 
Pains which they may uſe to ſtifle or con- 
ceal their inward Sentiments and Convic- 
tions, they diſcover on many Occaſions. 
both by their Diſcourſes and Actions, that 
they ſee a plain Difference between things, 


and that they reverence and admire an up- 


right, friendly, public ſpirited, and be- 
neficent Conduct, and that they diſap- 
prove and think meanly of the contrary. 
It is certain that Eſteem and Goodwill tg 


| Perſons of great and illuſtrious Characters, 


Gratitude to Benefactors, Love of the Pub- 


lic, Juſtice and Charity to all Men, have 


been always allowed by the common Con- 
ſent of Mankind, to be Things truly ami- 
able and excellent; theſe Qualities have in 
all Ages been highly admired, and never 
failed when diſplayed in a ſtrong Light, 


to 


The true Good of Man. = 7 


to procure their Poſſeſſors a general Eſteem SERM, 
and Honour, Nor is the univerſal Agree- II. 
ment of Mankind in this Judgment, to be 
imputed to any thing but the pure Dictates 
of Nature, or the Suggeſtions of that 
Senſe or Faculty, which the Author of 
their Being has given them to diſcern the 

Objects which are norally good or evil, 
and to guide them to a worthy and gene- 
rous Behaviour. It is a falſe Inſinuation 
that Men's Approbation of Piety, Juſtice, 
and Charity, ariſes from Enthuſiaſm or 

any fooliſh Notions inculcated on them in 
their Education. According to all Appear- 

ances in Children, and thoſe who are but 
little or no way influenced by Inſtruction 
and Education, Human Nature leads di- 

rectly to the Approbation of what we call 
moral Goodneſs. Perſons of the cleareſt 
Diſcernment and the moſt free from the 
Prejudices and Paſſions which would dar- 
ken or corrupt their Minds, and who ſhew 
the moſt diſintereſted Concern to think 
and judge truly, uſually retain the deepeſt 

Impreſſion of its Excellency ; and there are 
hardly any who ever pretend that they are 
indifferent towards it, till they have evi- 
dently corrupted their Hearts, and are 
under the Dominion of ſome vicious Af- 
| | fections, 
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SERRT. fections, which deprave their Judgment, 
II. and make them glad to have ſomething to 
N ſay in Excuſe for their Wickedneſs. 


_ I ſhall only add on this Head, that the 
Accqunt which has been given of the 
Things morally good, is. entirely agree- 
able to what the Scripture teaches us con- 
cerning them. The. Scriptures always 
repreſent to us pious, upright, and bene- 
volent Diſpoſitions, which engage us to 
' reverence and obey God and promote the 
— Happineſs of Mankind, as Things noble 
and excellent, and which every Man's 
Conſcience muſt approve. It will be 
needleſs. to multiply Quotations in Proof 
of ſo plain a Point, He hath ſhewed thee, 
O Man, what is good, ſays the Prophet ; 
and "what doth the Lord require of thee, 
bus to do juſtly, to love Mercy, and to 
walk. humbly with thy God. . The Rigbte- 
ous, ſays Solomon, is more excellent than 
his Neighbour. i, e. The Man of Religion 
and Virtue, or of Piety and Charity, is 
the moſt excellent of all Men. Haft thou 
conſidered my Servant Job, that there 
is none like him in the Earth, a perfed# 


and an upright Man, one that feareth God, 
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and eſcheweth' Evil? St. Paul teaches 
us, that Charity, which in his Senſe takes in 
85 py all 
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all that is morally good, is the moſt love- 13 


ly Quality that we can have, and Which 
will add more Beauty and Dignity to our 


49 


Characters then any other Things can give Matt. v. 


us. And our Saviour ſpeaks of the Com- 88 
paſſion, Clemency, and Benignity of God, | 


as the; gręat Glory and Excellence of his 
Nature, and then tells us, that hen in 


Conformity to his amiable Example, we 


are merciful, kind, and beneficent to all 
Men; we ſhall: make ourſelves appear to 


be Him cen e be 0 even as 


he is perfect. 10 


Faving thes 125 0 conic Thing 


that aue morally good, let us next conſider, 


what are the Things which are naturally 


good, or which will moſt effectually con- 
tribute to our Happineſs. J have alrea- 
dy obſerved that there is a_ ſtrict Con- 
nexion between the Things morally and 


the Things naturally good, and that our 


greateſt Happineſs always ariſes from the 


Practice of Virtue. The contrary Suppo- 


fition would indeed reflect highly on the 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, as if he 


had made us of ſuch a Nature, that we 
muſt reverence and eſteem Virtue, and 
yet had given us Inſtincts and Deſires, 


which ſtrongly prompted us in- Purſuit of 
our Happineſs to depart from it: and it 


Vor. I. * would 
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would be moſt prejudicial to the Cauſe of 


Virtue ; for though Virtue or moral Good- 


neſs appear to be in its own Nature lovely 


and excellent, and gains our Approbation, 


whenever we ſeriouſly attend to it, with- 
out any Conſideration of the beneficial 


Effects of it, yet if Men received no Ad- 


vantages from it, the Attachment of the 
greateſt Part of them to it, would be 
but weak, and not ſufficient in any Caſes 


of Difficulty and Temptation to make 


them bear up againſt the Force of their 


ſelfiſh Paſſions, or their Deſires of pri- 


vate Good inclining them to forſake it. 
It is therefore a Matter of the utmoſt Im- 


portance to convince Men, that there is 


no Inconſiſtency between their Duty and 
their Intereſt, but that their Happineſs will 
be promoted, by doing the Things which 
their Conſciences rceommend to them as 
amiable and worthy of them, and be- 
coming them. If they can be perſuaded 


of this, the greateſt Obſtacle to the Prac- 


tice of Virtue, will be taken out of their 


Way, and it may be hoped that the ge- 
nerous Affections of their Nature, will 
freely operate, and that they will become 
careful-even from a Principle of Self-love, 
to raiſe and cultivate all thoſe virtuous Diſ- 

| Fra 
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f poſitions in their Hearts, from the Exer- SERN. 
I- ciſe of which their trueſt Happineſs pro- II. 
y ceeds. „ 
1, Now it will foon appear to all, who 

\- will be at Pains to conſider the Matter a 

al little ſeriouſly, that the Intereſt of Men 

1 is cloſely connected with their Virtues, 

e and that they can by no means procure to 

5 themſelves ſo much Satisfaction and En- 

8 joyment, as by the Exerciſe of Piety, 

2 Righteouſneſs; and Charity. We are ca- 

ir pable of various Sorts of Pleaſure; accord- 

i- ing as the ſeveral Senſes or Powers of 

t. Perception, with which we are conſti- 

1- tuted, are gratified with Objects that are 

is by Nature raiſed and adapted to them. 

id And he who has the greateſt Number of 

ill pleaſant Gratifications, and is in the moſt 

h | lively manner affected with them, and 

ag enjoys them for the longeſt Time, par- 

e- takes of the greateſt Degree of Happineſs. 

d Now this is the Caſe of virtuous Men in 

C- compariſon with the vicious. T hey who 

ir are” always careful to fulfil the Obliga- 

e- tions of Piety, juſtice, and Humanity, 
1} have more Pleaſures, and Pleaſures which 

ne are more real and ſincere, and of a longer 

e, Continuance, than the Men who neglect 

ie and violate theſe Obligations can have. 
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SeRM. There are ſome Pleaſures which are in a 
II. great Meaſure common to Men of all 
Characters, which are received by the ex- 


ternal Senſes, and which ariſe from the Con- 
templation of any ingenious Works, and 
from beautiful, regular, and harmonious 


Objects. Both the Virtuous and Vicious 


partake of theſe Inſtances of Delight: but 


ſuppoſing that both have been by Nature 


equally diſpoſed to reliſh them, the Vir- 
tuous will probably have more true En- 
zoyments in them, than the Vicious have. 


For that diſſolute, intemperate, and lux- 


urious Courſe of Life, in which Men of 
the latter Character indulge themſelves, 
palls and vitiates their Appetites, and brings 
Nauſeatings and Diſeaſes on them, which 
diminiſh and ſour their Pleaſures, and 
excite Pains in them, which perhaps 
overbalance all their ſenſual Gratifica- 
tions; and in Proportion as any violent 
and furious Paſſions prevail in them, 
their Minds are diſtracted, and rendered 
incapable of attending to agreeable Ob- 
jects with that Calmneſs and Recollection 
which are neceſſary to have the Imagina- 
tion pleaſed by them. But beſides theſe, 
there are other Pleaſures far more ſub- 


lime and valuable, which are almoſt pe- 


culiar 
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culiar to the Virtuous, the Pleaſures which Sams 


flow from the Indulgence of the Aﬀec- 
tions of Love and Gratitude towards 
from the Exerciſe of Juſtice, Humanity, 
Kindneſs, and Generofity towards Men ; 
from the Conſciouſneſs of real Worth and 
Goodneſs, and the Reflections of a Mind 
eaſy and ſatisfied with itſelf; and from 
the Eſteem, Favour and Friendſhip of wiſe 
and good Men. Theſe Pleaſures which 
ſtrongly and intimately affect us, and put 
us in the moſt agrecable State in which 
we can be in this World, which no Al- 
teration in our external Circumſtances can 
ever wholly take from us, but which 
will conſtantly abide with us, and very 
much alleviate the unavoidable Pains of 
Life, and prove our beſt Supports in the 
Hour of Death, theſe Pleaſures which are 
of infinitely greater Importance to Men, 
than all their other Enjoyments, are cer=- 
tainly obtained by all who are uniformly. 
and/ſteadily virtuous; and are almoſt ap- 
propriated to them. For however vici- 
ous Men may have taſted ſo much of the 
Pleaſures of Virtue, from thoſe upright 
and generous Actions which the Propen- 
ities of their Nature and the Con victions 
of their Conſciences may on ſome Occa- 
EK 3 fions 
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to convince them, if they will but ſeriouſ- 


5 ly reflect, of their Folly and Miſery in 


parting with theſe noble Pleaſures for 


ſome which in compariſon are very mean 
and unſatisfying; yet they are Strangers 
to that exquiſite Delight which proceeds 
from a ſettled Courſe of fincere Piety, 

Righteouſneſs and Charity, to that in- 

ward Calmneſs, Tranquility, and Self- 
approbation, which the Men who always 
preſerve their Integrity enjoy in every 


Condition; and to the Honour and Re- 


putation which attend ſuch in the World. 


Inſtead of partaking of theſe moſt valu- 


able Inſtances of Happineſs, they are 
racked and tortured by their Ambition, 
Covetouſneſs, Hatred, Revenge, Envy, 
and other reſtleſs and tormenting Paſſions; 
they are expoſed to the Reproaches and 
Condemnation of their own Hearts, which 
are more eſpecially grievous to them in 


the Times of Adverſity and Affliction, 


when they are leaſt able to bear them; 
and when their Crimes are notorious, 


they have the Mortification of finding 


themſelves deſpiſed, hated, and abandon- 
ed, not only by the Wiſe and Virtuous, 
but by the generality of Mankind. All 

L | this 
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this is certain from the Conſtitution of 


the World, and the natural Tendencies of 


. Things; it has been confirmed by the 


Experience of Men in all Ages; and it is 


wWihat every one of us, according as our 
Tempers and Diſpoſitions are morally 


good or bad, may have an immediate 


Senſe and Feeling of. So it is plain that 


even in this World, the true Intereſt of 
Men depends on the Practice of Virtue, 
and that they moſt effectually conſult the 
Eaſe, Comfort, and Enjoyment of their 
Lives, by adhering ſtrictly to what their 
Conſciences tell them is their Duty ; 


that Vice naturally deprives them of the 


greateſt Happineſs, and involves them, in 


proportion to the Progreſs which they 
make in it, in the worſt of Miſery. And 


if we extend our Views to another World, 
it is evident that Virtue tends much more 


to the Advantage and Happineſs of Man- 


kind, If there be a future State in which 


Men are to exiſt when they leave this 
World, which was always highly proba- 
ble at leaſt upon the common Principles 
of Reaſon, and which has been very fully 
confirmed by the Diſcoveries of the Chri- 


ſtian Revelation; we muſt conclude from 
the Notions that we can rationally entertain 
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of the Creator and Governor of the Uni- 
verſe, and from the ſettled Order and Courſe 
of Things, as well as from the Notices 


which are given us concerning this State 


by Revelation, that virtuous Men will be 
highly approved by God in it, and con- 


firmed in a State of the greateſt Dignity, 


Honour, and Happineſs; while wicked 
Men will be condemned and rejected by 


God, and fink into extreme Baſeneſs, Con- 
tempt, and Miſery. And if this be ſo, 
can there be the leaſt Doubt, that Virtue 
is the trueſt Intereſt of Men? And certain- 
ly though the State of this World was 


different from what it is; though there 


were fewer Pleaſures and Advantages 
here attending Virtue than there are, and 


though there was more Satisfaction in 


Vice, than any bad Men ever experienced 


in it; yet the Conſideration of what is to 


come hereafter, of that State of perfect 
and invariable Glory, Honour, and Joy 
in which virtuous Men will be placed 
on account of their Piety and Goodneſs ; 
and that inconceivable Shame, Pain, and 
Anguiſh to which the Vicious will be 
condemned for their Wickedneſs, muſt 
immediately convince us, that there is no 
Safety to any one, but in the Exerciſe of 


Virtue, 


a” a 6. os. a 
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Virtue, and the only way to provide for SRM. 


ourſelves, is to abſtain from every Thing 
that is morally Evil, and to perſevere re- 
ſolutely in a Courſe of univerſal Righte- 
ouſneſs, by which means we ſhall eſcape 
from the moſt intolerable Miſery, and be 
entitled to a Reward ſo vaſtly great, and 
ſo certain and conſtant, as will in the 


fulleſt Manner ſatisfy us for ever, and 


make all the Difficulties and Sufferings, to 
which .we muſt at any Time ſubmit in 
this World for _— it, appear as 
nothing. 


Thus I have hwy what are the Things 


that are naturally good, or which contri- 
bute to the Happineſs of Mankind; that 


they are chiefly virtuous Diſpoſitions and 


Actions, or the fame with the Things 
which are morally good, and which are 
the Dignity and Perfection of our Na- 
ture. 


And now from all that has been ſaid, I. 
think it is abundantly plain, what ſhould be 
the principal Care and Buſineſs of Man- 
kind, even the raiſing all virtuous or mo- 
rally good Affections in their Hearts, and 


II. 


the exerting them in a conſtant Courſe of 


all Piety, Juſtice, and Humanity. This 


is what our . the higheſt Princi- 
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SmRM. ple in our Nature, above all Things ap- 


proves and recommends, and what our 


Reason and Experience aſſure us is the 


moſt effectual Means of promoting our 


greateſt Happineſs. This therefore it may | 


be juſtly expected will be the Thing, in 
which we will chiefly employ ourſelves: 
It is certain we cannot do otherwiſe 
without violating the Law of our Na- 
ture, and aCting the moſt inexcuſable 
and imprudent Part that can be. The 
Conduct of thoſe Perſons is exceedingly 
contemptible, how much ſoever many 


may be diſpoſed to think otherwiſe, who 
inſtead of making it their main Concern to 


improve in themſelves thoſe Difpoſitions, 


which are the true Excellency and Hap- 


pineſs of their Nature, give themſelves 
up to Idleneſs, or the Purſuit of trifling 
Amuſements and Diverſions, which are of 
no Worth and Ule to them, but ſerve only 


to waſte their Time, which might be 


laid out to very valuable Purpoſes; or 
who are fond above all Things to become 
remarkable for thoſe Qualities and Ways 


- of Living which the World accounts 


polite and faſhionable, though every Man 
of common Reflection may ſoon fee that 


they have but little Connexion with the 


Things 
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Things which are really lovely and ho- SERM. 
nourable ; and that the Pleaſure which II. 


E they afford is very fantaſtical and uncer- 
Ir tain ; or who perhaps are wholly intent 
* on heaping up Riches, or acquiring Fame, 


Power, and Grandeur in the World, not 
with a Deſign to employ theſe Advan- 
tages in promoting the Honour of God 
and the Happineſs of Mankind, but 
merely to ſatisfy their Deſires of poſſeſſing 


© | them ; all theſe Purſuits are very differ- 
y ent from the great End and Buſineſs of 
* Life, and Men by going into them ſhew 
oy great Inadvertence and Weakneſs, and 
- very often great Depravation and Cor- 
a ruption of Mind, and find in the Con- 
F clufion that they have not conſulted their 
K own Happineſs ſo well by them, as they 
g ep 
by might have done by another Courſe of 
| Action, The only Way to diſcharge the 
o Buſineſs which moſt properly belongs to 
4 us, and to attain to that Perfection and 5 
8 Happineſs which our moſt gracious Crea- 
tor, by the Frame of our Nature, has de- 
'S 
bY ſigned for us, is to lay out our chief 
Care in making our Hearts and Tem- 
” pers good, or in the Practice of all Re- 
" ligion and Virtue, and to make all the 
B the other Affairs in which we engage 


. ä 6 ſubſervient 
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ſubſervient to this. When we do fo we 


anſwer the End for which we were made, 
act up to the Dignity of our Beings, and 
lay a ſure Foundation for our enjoying 
the greateſt Tranquility and Satisfaction. 
And that we may manage this Deſign 


ſucceſsfully, it will be uſeful to ſatisfy 


our Minds, upon rational Grounds, that 


the improving ourſelves in Virtue is in- 


deed our principal Concern, a Thing of 


the higheſt Excellency and utmoſt Im- 
ortance to our Happineſs. If we were 
ully perſuaded of this, and had a ſtrong 

nſe of it frequently recurring to our 

Minds, it would prevent our following 

any miſtaken Courſe of Life, or ſtop us 


ſhort if we have entered upon it, and 


would engage the ſtrongeſt Paſſions and 
Affections in our Nature to the <a 
of Virtue, and make us earneſt and 
diligent continually to increaſe in it. 
Which that we may all do, may God of 
his Mercy ren c. 


SERMON 


SERMON III. 
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So God created Man in his own Image, in 


the Image of God created he him. 


HE Account which the ſacred SERM. 


Hiſtorian here gives us of the For- 


mation of Man, cannot but be extremely 


III. 
—— 


pleaſing to all, who partake of Human 


Nature, and have a juſt Concern for its 
Dignity and Happineſs ; and muſt at the 
ſame Time inſpire them with the nobleſt 
Sentiments and Views, and direct and 
urge them to the moſt generous and wor- 
thy Behaviour. To be made in the Image 
of God, the Original of all Goodneſs and 
Perfection, is plainly the higheſt Honour 
which can be conferred on any Creatures; 

and though there are, probably, ſeveral 


Orders of intelligent and moral Beings, 
who 
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SxRM. who partake of this Honour, more emi- 


nently than Mankind do, yet even that 


— Degree of it which belongs to us, may be 


juſtly the Foundation of the greateſt Joy 
to us, and an Incentive to the Practice of 


every thing that is excellent and laudable, 


and which becomes the 3 and Glo- 
ry of our Nature. 

But however honourable and agreeable 
this Account of our Creation is, there 
have been ſome Notions advanced in rela- 
tion to it, which, if true, would quite 
ſtrip us of our original Glory, and take 


away all the Pleaſure and Advantages re- 
ſulting from it. Some, under a Pretence 


of magnifying the Perfections and Glory 
of God, repreſent him as a Being ſo diſ- 
tant, and ſo diſparate to his Creatures, 
that it is impoſſible there ſhould be ever 


any thing, either common, or ſimilar, be- 


tween him and them; and that it is only 
preſumptuous Arrogance, if not 'Impiety 
and Profanenefs in Men, to pretend to 
any clear and certain Knowledge of him, 
and much more to any Likeneſs or Re- 
ſemblance of him. But though it is cer- 
tain, that the greateſt Perfections of Men, 
and even of the higheſt Angels, are at 


beſt but very low and faint Images of the 


unde- 
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The Image of God. in Man. 
underived Powers and infinite Excellen- 
cies of their Maker, which are never to 
be fully comprehended by us; yet to ſay 
that ſome of the Powers and Attributes of 
the Deity, are in ſome Degree clearly 
known by us, and that they are the great 
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Exemplars, after which our own higheſt 


Faculties and beſt Powers have been form- 
ed, and that theſe Faculties and Powers 


Analogy to them, is ſo far from Preſump- 
tion or Impiety, that it is the Conclufion, 


which we are naturally led into from the 


Contemplation of our Frame, and the 


of ours bear ſome ſmall Reſemblance or 


Conſideration of ourſelves as the Work- 


manſnip of God, and ſeems indeed to be 
the only rational Language that we can 
uſe concerning God, and to convey the 
only Conception of him, which can be of 
real Benefit and Advantage to Mankind. 
Whereas the contrary Repreſentation of 
God, under the Notion of doing high 


| Honour to him, and making Men humble 


and modeſt in their Conceptions of him, 


is really injurious both to the Deity, and 


to Mankind ; as it renders God a Being 
not only incomprehenfible, but abſolutely 
unintelligible, and therefore neceſſarily 
ſubverts the Foundation of all Reyerence 

and 


_ The Image of God in Man. 


SrRM. and Honour towards him, and takes away 


from Men the whole Utility of the Notion 


"= of a Deity, and the Belief of his Exiſt- 
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ence. 
Others, in W ow the Die: 
nity of our Nature, have alledged, that 
though the firſt Parents of Mankind, were 
created in the Image of God, yet that even 
they upon their firſt Tranſgreſſion imme- 
diately forfeited that Honour, and that in 
conſequence of that Tranſgreſſion, their 
Pofterity likewiſe have been deprived of it, 
who bring into the World a Nature, 
which inſtead of having any Lineaments 
and Traces of the divine Perfections in it, 
is impreſſed with Qualities of an intirely 
oppoſite Form and Aſpect, a total Blind- 
neſs and Depravity as to all that is ſpiri- 
tually good, and a Proneneſs only to 
Wickedneſs, and to that continually. This 
Doctrine, which, in truth, 1s no better 
than a Libel both upon God and Man, 1s 
pretended to be deduced from ſome Paſ- 
ſages of Scripture, which are moſt imper- 
tinently quoted in Proof of it (as muſt be 
very clear to all who examine them with 
any Sagacity and Impartiality) in Oppoſi- 
tion to ſome expreſs Declarations, and the 


general Tenour of the Scriptures, as well 
| | as 
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as to the natural Dictates of Reaſon, and SERM. 
to Experience. The Scriptures are ſo far III. 


from aſſerting, that Adam and his Poſte- 
rity intirely loſt the divine Image in the 
firſt Tranſgreſſion, that ſome thouſands of 
Years after that Event, they ſpeak of 


| Man's being made in tbe Image of God, 


and draw ſuch an Inference from that 
Principle, as could not be valid, unleſs 
it be ſuppoſed that every Man who comes 
into this World, is impreſſed with that 
Image. And why ſhould the firſt Parents 
of Men be ſuppoſed to have been ſtripped 
of their Reſemblance of their Maker, by 
their Fall, or firſt Offence ? In the Hiſ- 
tory which is given us of their Fall, there 
is no ſuch Intimation : We are told indeed 
that in conſequence of their Offence, they 


loſt their Right to Life, and became ſubject 
to Death; and ſo far as Immortality, or 


an Exemption from temporal Death, is a 
Part of the divine Image, they are ſaid 
to have forfeited it by their Tranſgreſſion. 
And their Poſterity deſcending from mor- 


tal Parents, of courſe 'are born mortal. 


But as for the ſuperior Powers of Adam's 
Mind, which conſtituted the chief Like- 


| neſs between him and his Creator, there 


is ſurely no Reaſon from any thing that 
K F appears, 


66 The Image of God in Man. 


StrR M. appears, to imagine that they were not 
III. eſſentially the ſame after bis Fall that 
they were before it, bowever impaired or 
diſordered they might have been by \bis 
Tranſgreſſion; as the Minds of all Men 
are neceſſarily diſordered and ſhocked by 
every wilful Sin which they commit. And 
as to the Deſcendants of Adam, though 
conlidering the Way of their coming into 
the World, and the Diſadvantages which 
| uſually attend them, while they are grow- 
ing up to mature and rational Life, they 
can hardly upon their Entrance into that 
Life, be thought capable of exhibiting ſo 
bright and perfect an Image of their 
Maker, as a Man created in the full Uſe 
and Vigour of his Powers, bore of him; 
yet it is ſufficiently evident both from 
Scripture and Experience, that they are 

endowed with Faculties which ally them 

to the great Father of Spirits, and enable 
them in ſome Degree, to reſemble and 
imitate him, to concur in the Ends and 
Meaſures of his Government, and to help 
forward by their Conduct the Diſpenſa- 
tions of his Juſtice and Goodneſs towards 
Mankind. | LETS 
1 ſhall now inquire wherein the 1 

of God, in which Man is created, conſiſts. 

| And 
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And for explaining this, it muſt be conſi- SE RM. 
dered, that 4 God i Light, and in him is III. 
no Darkneſs at all, or as he is a Being of 


the moſt tranſcendent Excellence and Pu- 


rity, without the leaſt Spot or Blemiſh, 


or ſo much as a Poſſibility of any Corrup- 


tion or Imperfection, nothing in us which 


doth not imply a real abſolute Perfection, 


can ever have any Reſemblance of him. 


And therefore, not only our external 


Form, and all Deſires and Paſſions which 


ariſe, merely from our bodily or animal 
Conttitution, which are the plaineſt In- 
dications of our Frailty, but ſeveral Prin- 


ciples in our Minds, which, however im- 
portant in our preſent State, and often 


amiable and worthy Springs of Action, in 
reality argue the Imperfection of our Be- 
ings, and are implanted in us, only in 
Aid of thoſe Defects, which unavoidably 
proceed from the Finiteneſs of our Nature, 
and the Narrowneſs of our Faculties, are 
excluded from making any Part of that 
Image of God, which is originally im- 
printed upon Human Nature. The only 
Powers and Qualities in us, which can 
have any Reſemblance of the Perfections 


of our Creator, are thoſe, which, while 


they frye the higheſt Purpoſes of our 
| F 2 7 Ex- 
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SERM. Exiſtence in this World, are fit to ac- 


company us into the moſt ſublime Scenes 


into which we ſhall ever paſs, and which, 
having a real poſitive Perfection in them, 


ſeem to be worthy of the moſt exalted 
Spirits, and, according to the beſt Judg- 
ment which we can form of their State, 
to be neceſſary Ingredients in their Dig- 


"nity and Happineſs. Some few Facul- 


ties and Properties of this Sort we derive 


from the Bounty of our Maker, and in 


them, and in that Rank and Dominion 
which we hold in conſequence of them, 


that Likeneſs which we bear of him, con- 


fiſts, It will be neceſſary to explain this 


a omg more particularly. 
One of thoſe Faculties, whereby we 


is the Deity, is that of Intelligence, 


or the Power which we have of appre- 
hending and knowing Things. If any 
thing can be es untedd a perfection, this 
certainly muſt be allowed to be one, as it 


is neceſſary to the Performance of all Ac- 55 
tions, and the Enjoyment of all Pleaſures, 


which appear to be of any Worth, and is 


plainly as preferable to the contrary of it, 


a Blindneſs and Ignorance of Mind, as 
Light is to Darkneſs, or Life is to Death. 


That God is poſſeſſed of this Perfection, is 


( there- 
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therefore as certain as that he exiſts, and SERM. 


is indeed ſufficiently evident from the de- 
grees of Underſtanding and Knowledge 
which he hath communicated to Man- 
kind. He that planted the Ear, ſhall he 
not hear ? He that formed the Eye, ſhall he 


not fee ? He that teacheth Man Knowledge, 
hall he not know 9 Without all Queſtion, 


he muſt partake of Intelligence, in ſuch a 


degree of Eminence, that the higheſt Un- 


derſtandings of Men, is but a very faint 
Shadow and low Repreſentation of his; 


III. 
— — 


but low and defective as our Underſtand- 


ing is, when compared with the Under- 


flanding of God, which is Infinite, it muſt 
ſtill be allowed to aſſimilate us in ſome 


Sort to the Deity, even as it places us in 


the Order of ſpiritual and rational Beings, 


of which he is the Father and Head 3:89 


it throws upon our Minds ſome Beams of 


pure intellectual Light derived from Him 


the Source of all Light and Truth, and 


enables us to launch forth into the im- 
menſe Ocean of Truth, and to take in, 


in proportion to our Capacities, Treaſures 
of Knowledge, which, in the utmoſt 
Perfection of it, makes ſo bright a Part 
of his divine Character and Glory, The 


Apoſtle, therefore, in giving an Account 


F: 4 of 
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SERM. of the Image of God, which Chriſtianity 


III. 
— Wickedneſs had greatly obſcured and de- 


reſtored to the Men, who by their former 


faced it, very juſtly makes Knowledge the 
firſt Ingredient in its Compoſition : And 
have put on the new Man, ſays he, which 
is renewed in Knowledge, after the Image of 
bim, that created him. | 

2. Another Power, which makes an 
eminent Part of the Image of God in us, 
is that, by which we diſcern moral Good 
and Evil, and approve and love the one, 
and condemn and diſlike the other. This 
is a higher Perfection than Intelligence at 
large, as beſides Perception and Know- 
ledge which are implied in it, it gives us 
a noble Senſation of Worth and Dignity, 
and deſerved Eſteem and Honour; and in 
conſequence of this, proves to Men a 
Source of the moſt pure and ſolid Pleaſures 
that they can have any Experience of, 
That we are endowed with this Faculty, 
is a Matter of inward Perception and Con- 
ſciouſneſs, and is likewiſe clear from a 
great part of our outward Behaviour. And 
that our Maker has this Power, or ſome 
Principle ſuperior, but analogous to it in 
himſelf, is very evident, not only from 
his communicating this high Perfection to 

| us, 
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and Felicity. This is that glorious At- 
tribute of Purity or Holineſs, which the 
Scriptures aſcribe ſo fully and eminently 
to him, that it muſt be confeſſed, the 
higheſt Purity both of Men and Angels, 
is but the fainteſt Adumbration of it. 
But yet that our natural Power of diſcern- 
ing and approving Virtue, that our Capa- 
city of practiſing it, and enjoying the Hap- 
pineſs which reſults from it, raiſes us to 
ſome Similitude of the Deity, ſeems plain, 
not only from the Ideas which we natu- 
rally have of the Perfection both of God 
and Man, but from the Scriptures calling 
upon us to be holy, as God is holy, which 
it could not with any Propriety do, if we 
did not in our natural Capacity reſemble 
that Property of the Deity, which moſt 
freely and invariably determines him to 
do whatever 1s juſt and good ; and from its 
making the Image of God which Religi- 
on reſtores to the Perſons, who through 
habitual Debauchery and Corruption of 
Manners, have been alienated 2 Life 
of God, to conſiſt in Righteouſneſs and true 
Holmeſs, or in their having ſuch a lively 


Senſe of Right and Wrong, Virtue and 


F 4 | Vice, 


us, but from all the rational or intelligible SeRM. 
Notions that we can form of his Dignity III. 


The Image of God in Man. 


SRM. Vice, as engages them to the Practice of 


the one, and effectually reſtrains them 


from the other. 


3. Another moſt 1 part of the 
divine Image in us, is the Principle of 
Benevolence. That this is a great Excel- 
lence, every Man's Conſcience will im- 


mediately aſſure him, as he cannot con- 


template it, and the calm, ſteady, and 


vigorous Exerciſes of it, without the high- 


eſt Eſteem and Veneration. That we are 
formed with various benevolent Inſtincts 
and Affections, which prompt us to pro- 
mote in different Degrees the Happineſs 
of others, is evident from Experience and 
Obſervation. And that the Author of 
Nature is a benevolent Being, is moſt ap- 
parent, even from that Principle of Good- 
neſs which he has implanted in us, and 
every other Part of our Conſtitution, and 
indeed from all his Works, and all the 
Diſpenſations of his Providence, in which 
we find the moſt viſible Marks and Effects 
of the greateſt and moſt univerſal Love, 
Benignity, and Clemency. Now.in this 
moſt amiable Excellence, we have ſomo 
Reſemblance of the Deity, as we are en- 
dowed with pure Goodwill, and exerciſe 
2 generous Love towards our Fellow- 

| Creatures 
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creatures. In the high and eminent Senſe SERM. 


of original, eſſential, inexhauſtible, and III. 


immutable Goodneſs, Here is indeed none 


good but one, that is God; but of a deri- 
vative imperfect Goodneſs, which ſeems 
however to be of the ſame general Nature 
and Kind with the Goodneſs of God, tho 
infinitely inferior to it in its Meaſure and 
Degree, we partake. And therefore our 
Saviour declares, that when in Conformity 
to the Nature and Example of God, we 
are kind and beneficent, not only to our 
Friends and Benefactors, but to our Ene- 


mies, and thoſe who have deſerved ill 
from us, we ſhew ourſelves to be the Chil- 


dren of our Father who is in Heaven, and 
are perfect even as he is perfect. 

 Thele are the principal Powers and Ca- 
pacities of our Nature, in which we have 
any Reſemblance of the Deity; and in 
conſequence of theſe, we farther repreſent 


and reſemble him in that Power and Do- 
minion, which we exerciſe over the infe- 


rior Creatures in this World. The Do- 


minion of God over the Univerſe, is found- 


ed; not only in his Property in it, as its 
Creator, but in his being poſſeſſed of thoſe 
Perfections, which qualify and determine 
him to govern it, as no other Agent can, 
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SRERM. for the greateſt general Good, and fo far 


III. 


as is conſiſtent with that, for the higheſt 
Happineſs of every rational or perceptive 
Creature. And as we are endowed, in a 


ſmall Degree, with ſome of thoſe Perfec- 
tions, which are the Foundation of the 


ſupreme Dominion and Authority of God, 


they inyeſt us with a ſubordinate Domi- 


nion over the inferior Species of Creatures ; 


not only giving us a Power over inani- 


mate Matter, to turn and mould it, as our 
various Uſes and Purpoſes require ; but 
conferring on us Ability and Right to con- 
troul and ſubdue the more fierce and ſa- 
vage of the Brute-Animals, and to tame 


and manage the more gentle Kinds of 


them, ſo as to render their State better, 


and at the ſame time to make them ſub- 


ſervient to the greater Accommodation, 
Convenience, and Comfort of our own 
Lives. And when in the Exerciſe of this 
Power which we have over the ſenſitive 
Creatures below us, we act according to 
our natural Senſe of Right, and the Dic- 


tates of Compaſſion and Humanity, we 


exhibit in our Government of them, ſome 
low Repreſentation of the perfect Admi- 


niſtration of the ſupreme Governor of all 
* himſelf, And that we were in- 


tended 
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in this Dominion, is plain from the Ac- 
count which the ſacred Hiſtorian gives of 
the Deſign of God, when he created Man, 
And God ſaid, Let us make Man in our Image, 
after our Likeneſs ; and let them have Do- 


 minion over the Fiſh of the Sea, and over the 
Fowl of the Air, and over the Cattle, and 


over all the Earth, and over every creeping 
Thing that creepeth upon the Earth. And 
from what the Pſalmiſt tells us was the 
Conſequence of that Dignity and Honour, 
which was conferred upon Man in his 


Creation: Thou haſt made him but à little 


lower than the Angels, and haſt crowned 
him with Glory and Honour; thou haſt made 
him to have Dominion over the Works of thy 
Hands, thou haſt put all things under his 
Feet : All Sheep and Oxen, yea, and the 
Beaſts of the Field, the Fowl of the Air, and 
the Fiſh of the Sea, and whatſoever paſſeth 


through the Paths of the Sea. 
I ſhall now conclude with ſome Reflec- 


tions and Inſtructions from what has been 
diſcourſed. 

1. From what has been ſaid, we may 
ſee the Falſehood, Injuſtice, and Impiety 
of the Charge, which has frequently been 


2 againſt Human Nature, as being 
ori- 
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tended to reſemble and imitate the Deity S ERM. 


III. 
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SERM. originally a Compoſition only of Blindneſs 


III. 


and Folly, Selfiſhneſs, and evil Deſires, 
from whence nothing amiable and wor- 
thy can ever flow. For however Man- 


kind frequently abuſe and corrupt their 


natural Powers, and run great Lengths in 
Wickedneſs, which thoſe who ſuffer by 


it, or obſerve it, may complain of, accord- 


ing to the Experience which they have 


of it; yet to ſay that our Nature itſelf, as 
proceeding from the Hands of God, has 
nothing valuable or eſtimable in it, but is 


a hateful, deſpicable, or mean Syſtem, is 


without all Appearance of Truth, and 
highly injurious and diſhonourable not 
only to Mankind, but to the great Author 


of our Beings, who has formed us in his. 


own Image ; who has given us indeed a 
great Variety of Powers, but none of 
an evil Tendency, all of them plainly 
pointing to ſome Kind of Good ; and 
who has endowed us with ſome noble 


and excellent Faculties, which give us an 


exalted Rank in the Creation, 2nd which, 
though often perverted and miſapplied, 
are' capable of being highly cultivated 
and improved, and when they are ſo, 
enable us, in Proportion to our Abilities, 

| | to 
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to make a great Progreſs in whatever is SERM. 


ls lovely, good, and beneü III. 
8, 2. From the Honour which Mankind 

2 have of being made in the Image of God, 

1- there ariſes a Preſumption, abſtracting 

ir from other Conſiderations, that this Life 

in is not the whole Period of our Exiſtence, 


Dy but that we are intended for a future and i 
d- more important State. For it is hardly | it 
ve If credible, that this moſt curious and ex- | 
as cellent Piece of divine Art and Workman- 
a8 ſhip, the Mind of Man, which carries 
18 ſuch viſible Signatures and Impreſſions of 
is the Perfections of its great Author, has 4 
nd been produced only to a&t a ſhort and | q 
ot || tranſient Part on the Stage of this World, 
OF where it has but little Opportunity for Ac- 
nis tion and Improvement, in Proportion to 
la If its real Capacities ; where' the wiſeſt and 
of | beſt, and much more the generality of 
ly Mankind, muſt always neceſſarily fall far 
nd ſhort of the true Perfection of their Na- 
le ture. It ſeems at leaſt much more pro- 
an bable, that after having acted the Part aſ- 
h, ſigned to us here, with as much Propriety 
2d, and Decency as the Circumſtances of our 
ted State will admit of, we are deſtined for a 
lo, new Scene, where the Sphere of our Per- 
es, 1 and Activity will be greatly enlarg- 
to * | - ed; 
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SERM. ed; where every noble Power, and every 


III. 
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latent Virtue of the Soul will be effeau- 


ally drawn forth and exerted, .and we ſhall 
do honour to the Image of our Maker, by 


a Conduct more truly and illuſtriouſly di- 


vine and godlike, than any that we are 


here capable of. 

3. Let us give the moſt Joyful Praiſe 
and Thanks to God, for the Honour which 
he has done us, in creating us in his own 
Image. When we conſider the vaſt Va- 
ricty of living Creatures with which the 


_ Univerſe is ſtored, and how many of them 


are placed below Mankind in the Scale of 


Life and Perfection, what reaſon have we 


to expreſs our ſincereſt Gratitude to our 


Maker, who might have done what he 


pleaſed with his own, for railing us above 
theſe inferior Orders, teaching us more 
than the Beaſts of the Earth, and making us 
wiſer than the Fowls of Heaven; for ſet- 


ting us at the Head of the viſible Creation, 


for conſtituting us his own Repreſenta- 
tives upon Earth, and giving us a Lord- 
ſhip and Dominion over the other Works 
of his Hands in it ; nay, for making us but 
a little lower than the Angels, and crowning 
us with Glory and Honour! When we con- 
ſider the ſpiritual Powers which he has 


7. ” beſtowed 
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beſtowed upon us, which at preſent unite SERM. 
u to the ſuperior Orders of intelligent III. 
Beings, which make us capable in ſome 


Degree of the Employments of Angels, 


and even of imitating Himſelf the Original 


of all Excellence in ſome of his moſt glo- 
rious Operations, and which lay the 
Foundation for our making for ever nearer 


Approaches to him in Dignity and Hap- 


pineſs; when we reflect, I ſay, upon 
theſe Powers, we muſt ſurely be- altoge- 
ther ſtupid and inſenſible, if of the God 


that formed us, we are unmindjul; or are 
not always moſt heartily diſpoſed to praiſẽ 
him for his Goodneſs, and his «<oonderful 
Works with reſpedt to the Children of” Men. 


4. Let the Conſideration of our Dignity 
in bearing the divine Image, reſtrain us 


from every thing that would debaſe and 


vilify us, and put us upon the Purſuit of 
all Things which purify and exalt our 
Nature, and render the Reſemblance of 


our Maker more conſpicuous and bright 
in us. As God has conferred ſuch high 


Reſpect and Honour on us in the Conſti- 


tution of our Beings, we muſt be very 
deſtitute of generous and worthy Princi-. 


ples, if we are not careful to,a& up to 
our original Dignity ; if we do not avoid 
| whatever 
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SRM. 
III. 
— 


Courſe of Juſtice and Humanity, into the 


The Image of God in Man. 


whatever would depreſs or corrupt our 
natural Faculties, and caſt a Shade upon 


the glorious Image of our Creator in us; 
ſuch as all irregular, or exceflive ſenſual 
Indulgences ; and all Deviations from a 


Paths of Unrighteouſneſs, Deceit, Cruel- 
ty, Revenge, Oppreſſion, and Tyranny ; 
and if we do not aim at the beſt Im- 
provement and moſt perfect Exerciſe of 


thoſe godlike Powers and Principles, 


with which we are diſtinguiſhed; by 


acquiring Wiſdom and Knowledge of the 
molt excellent Things, by maintaining 
always a ſtrong and lively Senſe of moral 
Good and Evil, by the Practice of all the 
more noble and ſublime Virtues, Self— 
command and Contempt of the World, 
univerſal Juſtice, Equity, Clemency, and 


Benignity in our Converſation with Man- 
kind, and Lenity and Gentleneſs in our 


Government of inferior Animals. Cer— 
tainly, though our Happineſs had no De- 
pendance upon this Conduct, which how- 
ever is very far from being the Caſe, yet 


if we have any Ingenuity and Greatneſs 


of Mind, if we have any Reverence for 


ourſelves and that divine Excellence of 


Nature i in which we are formed, we ſhall 


always 
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always approve and follow it, and ſcorn SRM. 


and abhor to think of degenerating, or III. 


of falling off from our native Dignity, and 
loſing that honourable Rank and Station 
which our Creator intended we ſhould 
hold in the World. | 

5. As it is by our mental Powers, and not 
our corporeal Form, that we reſemble the 
Deity, and are capable of imitating him, 
let us from hence learn to value, above 


all external Endowments and Advantages, 
inward Improvements and Accompliſh- 
ments, and to make the Acquiſition of 


theſe the great Object of our Purſuit and 
Care. As our Nature is in the whole of 
it, a noble Work of God, and admirably 
fitted to ſerve the Ends and Purpoſes for 
which it was made, we are to have a due 
Eſteem and Regatd for every Part of it ; 


to honour even our Bodies, periſhable and 
mean as they are in Compariſon of out 


Spirits, and to take care of their Health, 
and Vigour, and decent or comely Ap- 
pearance; but much more are we to re- 
verence our Minds, and to keep them 
in a ſound, vigorous, and good Order. 
The Powers and Qualities of our Souls 
being the only Things belonging to us, 
which have an intrinſic, ſolid, and abid- 
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SERM. ing Worth ; which are the great Cauſe 
III. 


even of that Splendour or Beauty which 
ſhines in the Countenance or outward 
Appearance of Men, and have ſomething 


in themſelves inexpreſſibly more divine, 


lovely, and attractive than the higheſt 


outward Beauty; which are not impaired 
by the Shocks of Age and Time, but riſe 
above all that is corruptible and terreſtial; 

which qualify us for having Communion 
with God, and for mingling in the Socie- 


ty of Angels and angelical Spirits for 
evermore: The Faculties and Qualities 


of our Minds, I fay, being of this high 
Dignity and Importance, nothing ſurely 


would be more abſurdiy and ſhockingly 


prepoſterous, than to neglect the Culti- 
vation of them, or to ſuffer them to lie in 


a perverted, ruinous, and deformed State, 


while we are at a great deal of Pains to 
nouriſh and pamper, and to poliſh and 
adorn our Bodies, which in themſelves, 
or ſeparated from our Minds, are plainly of 
no Significancy. If we underſtand at all, 
wherein our Excellence and Glory conſiſts 
and act from any juſt Senſe of Things, 
whatever Thought and Care we may be- 
ſtow upon our outward, we ſhall employ 
ſtill greater Zeal and Pains upon our in- 

ward 
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ward Man, in opening and enlarging its Srl. 
Powers and Affections, and bringing them III. 


to higher Degrees of Strength and Per- 
fection. 

6. As it is the common Honour and 
Privilege of Men 79 be formed in the Image 
of God, let this be the Foundation of our 


entertaining an univerſal Reſpect and 


Good-will towards the whole human 
Kind. It is plain that we are naturally 
determined to admire and reverence, not 


only eminent Virtue diſplayed in the 


Conduct of Men, but the Abilities and 
Powers which enable them to practice it: 
And as all Men are endowed with Facul- 
ties and Affections, which make them ca- 
pable of acting a worthy and honourable, 
and even a divine and godlike Part in 
Life, they muſt always on this Account 


be entitled to ſome Degree of our Vene- 


ration. We muſt indeed often conceive 
Indignation and Reſentment againſt them 
for their bad Conduct ; we muſt unavoide 
ably think meanly and contemptuouſly 
of Multitudes of them, for miſapply- 
ing, abufing, and corrupting the noble 
Powers, which were originally beſtowed 
upon them; but the Conſideration that 
oy are Men, that they ſtill retain Facul- 
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their primitive Honour, and which, though 
at preſent greatly perverted, may be re- 
ſtored to the Ules for which they were at 
firſt intended, ſhould prevent their falling 


Into utter Diſeſteem and Contempt with 


us. And when we reflect that all of them 
equally partake of a Nature, ennobled by 
bearing ſome Impreſſion of the divine 
Perfections, this, ſurely, muſt excite a 


high Degree of our Benevolence towards 


them. The ſuperior Dignity and Impor- 


tance of Perſons, is always a Motive to 


make us expreſs a ſtronger Good-will or 
Love to them. And as the whole Race 
of Men appear, from their original Con- 
ſtitution, to be Creatures of a rolls and 


_ exalted Rank, poſſeſſed of Powers which 


lay the Foundation for their attaining to 
a high Meaſure of Excellence and Hap- 
pineſs, this Conſideration alone ſhould 
unite us cloſely in Affection to them, and 


make us chearfully contribute whatever 
may be in our Power, to their Felicity of 
all Kinds, and more eſpecially to that, 


which proceeds from the Cultivation and 
Improvement of their ſpiritual and divine 


Part, and carefully to abſtain from all In- 
juries 
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juries and Offences againſt them. God SERM. 


himſelf, as we find in the ſacred Hiſtory, 


makes the Conſideration of the original 


Dignity of Man, an high Aggravation of 
the Crime of Murder, and a Reaſon for 


inflicting a ſevere Puniſhment on the Per- 
ſon who commits it. WWhoſo ſheddeth 
Man's Blood, ſays he, by Man ſhall Bis 
Blood be ſhed ; for in tbe Image of God made 
he Man. And upon the ſame Ground, 
every lower Treſpaſs againſt a Man, muſt 
be proportionably evil and puniſhable. 

7. Let us conſider the Image of God, 


which we bear, as his Impreſs or Seal, ſet 


upon us, claiming us as his Property, and 
aſſerting his Right to our Obedience; 
as a Memorial of our being in a peculiar 
Manner his Offspring, and of the inviol- 
able Reſpe& and Duty, which, in con- 


ſequence of this, we owe to him. Cer- 


tainly, the olorifying him, with thoſe' 
noble and god-like Powers which he hath 
given to us, by uſing them according to 


his Will, and in purſuance of the Ends 


of his wiſe and righteous Adminiſtration 
of the Affairs of the World, is, if any 
thing at all is fo, our reaſonable Ser- 
Vice | 
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8. Let us gladly receive and improve 
the Advantages which Chriſtianity affords 


* reviving, or adding a greater Luſtre 


to the Image of our Maker in us. Though 


the Image of the Deity is ſo deeply 


wrought into the Frame of our Minds, 


that it can never be totally effaced with- 


out the Deſtruction of our Nature; yet, 


it is certain, that in many it is ſo obſcured 


and buried under a Maſs of Ignorance and 
Wickedneſs, that but few Features of it are 
to be diſcerned in them; and in others, 
in whom it is not ſo much darkened, it 
is ſtill, through the Negligences and Diſ- 


orders which they fall into, greatly ſnad- 


ed, and far from appearing in its full 
Brightneſs and Beauty. Now as Chriſtia- 
nity deſigns to reſtore the Likeneſs of 


God, even to thoſe who have in the 
greateſt Degree loſt it, to make them put 
off the old Man, which is corrupt, and to 
put on the new Man, which after God is 


created in univerſal Righteouſneſs and Ho- 


lneſs, and to bring all its Profeſſors to the 


moſt complete Parti cipation of a divine 


Mature; as it contains the moſt power- 


ful Principles and Motives for accom- 
* theſe Ends, and offers Men a 
divine 
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divine Aſſiſtance, to co-operate with their SERM. 
own Endeavours in obtaining them; as it III. 


contributes more effectually than any 


Philoſophy, or than any other Inſtitution 


ever could, to the Purification and Im- 
provement of thoſe Faculties and Principles 
in us, which are the Foundation of our 
Reſemblance and Imitation of our Crea- 
tor; every one who 1s ſatisfied of the 
Truth of our Saviour's Doctrine, and is 
deſirous of attaining to the Perfection 
and Happineſs of his own Nature, mult, 
certainly, moſt joyfully and thankfully 
embrace this Doctrine, and freely give 
himſelf up to it's Direction and Influence. 
And thus while with open Face, we be- 
hold as in a Glaſs the Glory of the Lords 


while we have clear and diſtin&t Views 


of thoſe glorious Manifeſtations of the 
Counſels and Will of God, which are 
exhibited in the Goſpel, we are changed 
into the ſame Image, from Glory to Glory, 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord, we 
ſhall be transformed into the Image of 
our Saviour, who is himſelf Ye Bright- 
neſs of his Father's Glory; and from that 
low Degree of Conformity to him in 
Purity and Righteouſneſs, which we at- 

64 tain 
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SERM. tain to here, we ſhall arrive at a higher 
III. and nearer Similitude to him in Holi- 
neſs and Happineſs hereafter, through 

the Efficacy of his Religion, and the Aſ- 


ſiſtance of his Spirit, which extends to 
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all who incerely endeayour to obey 
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SER G „ 
| Of God's being the Father and 


Maſter of Mankind. 


Km 3 * —_ 


Men, „ 


If then I be a Father, where is mine Ho- 
nour? And if I be a Maſter, where is 
my Fear? | 


HE Relations between a Father SERM. 
and a Child, and between a Maſter IV. 


and a Servant, are among the Things 
which are moſt familiarly known to 
Men: And the Reſpect and Duty which 
Children owe to Parents, and Servants 
to Maſters, are likewiſe Things which 
are almoſt univerſally perceived and felt. 
Now as God ſuſtains the Characters, and 
ſtands in the Relations of a Father, and of 
a Maſter to us, he expects and requires 
from us, all that reſpectful, affectionate, 
and ſubmiſſive Behaviour, which Children 
| | are 


& C49 


90 | / God's being the Father 


SERM. are capable of expreſſing towards the moſt 

IV. wiſe, affectionate, and indulgent Parent, Þ ; 

S—Y— or Servants towards the moſt juſt, equi- te 

table, and gracious Governor and Lord. h. 

A Son, faith he, honoureth his Father, and | 1, 

4 Servant his Maſter: I, then I be a Fa- 

ther, where is mine Honour © And if TI be a E 

Maſter, where is my Fear? What I pro- 8. 

poſe in treating of this Subject, is, F, W y 

To conſider how truly God is the Father I h. 

and Maſter of Mankind. Secondly, To tr 

ſhew what that Duty is, expreſſed here e. 

by - the Terms, Honour and Fear, which th 

we owe to him, as ſuch. By 

I. I ſhall conſider how truly God is i p 

the Father, and the Maſter of Mankind. 

And Firſt, as to his being the Father of 1 

Men: As God gave Being to the World, 1 

and all Things in it, he is upon this ac- | x 

count frequently ſtyled by fome ancient 1G 

Writers, the Father of the Univerſe : Thus 

likewiſe St. Paul calls him tbe Father, fs 

whom are all Things. And as God gave IE 

Exiſtence to Men, among the various 

Works which he made, he is for this very i x 
Reaſon their Father. Have we not all one 
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Father, faith the Prophet, hath not one 4 
God created us? But as by the bare Act ir 
of Creation, God is the Father of inani- t 


1 mate 


aud Maſter of Mankind, 


mate and irrational Beings, as well as of SRERM. 
thoſe who are endowed with Life and In- 
telligence, we muſt conſider in what Senſe 


he is more peculiarly the Father of the 


latter. St. Pau! ſtiles him the Father, of 


whom the whole Family in Heaven and in 


Earth is named, the Head of the rational 
| Syſtem, the Father both of Angels and of 


Men, who all derive their Beings from 
him, and in the Conſtitution of their Na- 
ture, bear ſome Features and Reſemblan- 
ces of the great Original, from whence 
they ſprung. According to the Courſe 
of natural Generation in this World, the 
Father and Son, or the Perſon who be- 
gets, and he who is begotten, are of the 
ſame Nature and Kind, having all the 
ſame Properties, Powers, and Perfections. 
The Caſe is not the ſame with reſpect to 


| God, and the moſt exalted Intelligences, 
who derive their Beings from him ; there 


being ſomething in the Manner. of the 
Exiſtence of God, and the underived and 
abſolutely perfect Excellencies of his 
Nature, which renders him infinitely ſu- 
perior to the higheſt Creatures, whom he 
has made. But ſtill it ſeems neceſſary, 


in order to God's being faid with Proprie- 
ty, to be the Father of living and intelli- 


gent 


[ 
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SERNM. gent Agents, that he ſhould communicate 


a Nature to them in ſome reſpects re— 


——ſembling his own, partaking in ſome 


ſmall Degree of his communicable Per- 
fections, and making them capable of 
ſome of thoſe Exerciſes and Enjoyments, 
from whence his own Dignity, Glory, 
and Happineſs reſult. Now this is the 
Caſe with reſpect both to Angels, and 
Men. The Angels he has endowed with 
ſuch high natural Powers, which make 
them capable of ſuch Knowledge, Acti- 
vity, Purity, and Goodneſs, as render 
them of all created Beings the moſt like 
to kimſelf : Upon which account, they 
are molt juſtly in ſeveral Places of Scrip- 
ture, ſaid to be re Sons of God. And as 
to Men, we are told that God created them 
in his own Image; the Truth of which, 
however, does not depend merely on Au- 
thority, or Teſtimony. For, ſurely, it 


is ſufficiently evident from our Con ſci- 


ouſneſs and Experience, that we have ſuch 
Powers of Perception and Underſtanding ; 
ſuch a Senſe of Good and Evil, Right and 
Wrong; and ſuch Principles of Honeſty 
and Goodneſs in our Nature; as ally and 
unite us to the Farther of Spirits, and 
give us a ſtriking Reſemblance of him, 

| in 
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and Maſter of Mankind, 


in ſome of his moſt glorious Attributes SERM. 
and Qualities. Now as God has confer- IV. 


red ſuch an excellent Nature, bearing 
ſuch a lively Impreſſion of his own 


Divinity, upon us, he is in this reſpect 


particularly to be conſidered as our Fa- 
ther. Farther, God is to be conſider— 
ed as the Father of Mankind, as he 
has made an ample Proviſion for the 
Improvement and Happineſs of the excel- 


lent Nature which he has given them. 


As among Men, not only the begetting of 
a Child, but the taking Care of his Edu- 
cation, and providing for his Welfare of 
all Kinds, is included in the Notion of 
Paternity ; nay, as many. Men, who are 
not the natural Parents of Children, come 
to be reputed their Fathers, for the Pains 
which they take in educating, and plac- 
ing them in a happy Situation in the 
World; ſo God ſhews himſelf to be the 
Father of the human Race, not only by 
his having formed the Generation of Man, 


and his giving them originally a noble 


Exiſtence, and an exalted Rank in his 
Creation, but by taking Care of their 
Preſervation and Well-being, and laying a 
Foundation for the Culture and Improve- 
ment of their Powers, and their attaining 

| | to 
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Of Ged's being the Father 


to a State of the higheſt Perfection and 


Happineſs. With reſpect to the Body, or 
the external Condition of Men, God never 
leaves himſelf without a Witneſs to any Na- 
tion, in that he doeth them good, and grueth 
them Rain from Heaven, and fruitful Sea- 
Sons, filling their Hearts with Food and Glad- 
neſs It is plain indeed, that he hath put 
not only the Neceflaries, but many of the 


Comforts and Pleaſures of Life, within 


the Reach of almoſt every Man. And as 
to the more divine Part of our Nature ; he 
hath conſulted the Dignity and Happineſs 
of it in the very Situation in which he 
hath fixed us in the World, which affords 
noble Opportunities and Advantages for 
exerting the excellent Powers of our Minds, 
and bringing them to a State of great Per- 
fection; beſides, that he always concurs 
with our ſincere Endeavours to improve 

and perfect ourſelves in worthy and good 
Qualities. And when Mankind, through 
their Inadvertence and Careleſſneſs, their 
wilful Neglect and Abuſe of their natural 
Faculties, had fallen into a State of great 
Corruption and Miſery, he was pleaſed, 

for recovering them from their degenerate 


and miſerable Condition, to open a new. 


and wonderful Diſpenſation in the Goſpel, 
under 


and Maſter of Mankind. ; 


under which we are begotten-again by the Sx RM. 
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Mord of Truth, adopted into his Family, IV. 


pat under the Protection of his Spirit, and 
conſtituted Heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Chriſt, and ſhall certainly at laſt, if we act 
up to theſe high Honours and Privileges, 
be made Partakers of the Inheritance and 
Glory of the Kingdom of Heaven. Now 
upon the Conſideration of all this, we may, 
ſurely, very juſtly ſay with the Apoſtle, 


Behold what manner of Love the Father 


hath beſtowed upon us, that we Should be cal- 
led the Sons of God ! And this is all that I 
ſhall ſay to the firſt Character, which God 
ſuſtains in the Text, of being the Father of 
Mankind. 


Secondly, As to his being the Maſter of 


Men : As God hath all Power in himſelf, 
and as by this alone the Univerſe ſubſiſts, 


all Creatures whatſoever are neceſſarily in 
a State of Subjection to him. And none of 


them can ſtay his Hand, or ſay to him, what 


deft thou? But there is ſomething impli- 


ed in the Notion of God's being the Ma/- 
ter of Men, more than his merely exerciſ- 
ing an uncontroulable Dominion over 
them. If God only exerted his natural 
Power, in the full Extent of it, over Man- 
kind, we could have no amiable Impreſſi- 

on 
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SERM, 
IV. | 


Of God's being the Father 


on of his Government, nor could we cotj- 
fider it in any other Light, than that in 
which we look upon the tyrannical and 
oppreſſive Powers of this World, which, 


without any regard to Right and Juſtice, 
Equity, and Goodneſs, harraſs and tor- 


ment their unhappy Vaſſals as they pleaſc : 
But as God is the higheſt Potentate in the 
Univerſe, ſo he is a perfectly holy, righ- 


' teous, and good one, governing rational 


Agents according to the Dictates of the 


higheſt Sanctity and Juſtice, and conſult- 


ing their Happineſs in all his Adminiftra- 


tions towards them. That God is the 
holy and righteous Governor of Men, is 


plain from his poſſeſſing thoſe Perfections, 
which neceſſarily conſtitute him ſuch a 
Governor ; ſuch as infinite Wiſdom, Pow- 


er, and Goodneſs, and particularly a per- 


fect Purity or Sanctity, making him to 
Delight in the Virtue of intelligent moral 


Agents, and to love all good Men; and 


to diſapprove of Wickedneſs, and to 


diſlike all who practiſe it; which, ac- 


cording to any rational Notions that wc 
can form of his Dignity and Happineſs, 
muſt be ſuppoſed a Property belonging to 
him. Tt is farther evident, that he 1s the 
righteous Governor of Men, from his 

„„ having 


and Maſter of Mankind. 97 | 
having laid us under the Law of Righte- SRERBT. 


ouſneſs in the Conſtitution of our Beings, IV. 
having implanted in us ſuch a Senſe of —— 


moral Good and Evil, Right and Wrong, 


that we muſt e e ſee and acknow- 
ledge our Duty, and feel it, upon the leaſt 
Reflection, to be required by his ſupreme 
Authority; in Conſequence of which, 

weare filled with Peace of Mind and j joy- 
ful Hope, or with Diſturbance and Ter- 
ror, as we either perform, or neglect it. 

Thus the Foundation of God's moral Go- 
vernment over Men, is firmly laid both 
in his own Nature, and. in ours, And it 
is plain, that his wiſe and righteous Ad- 
miniſtration takes place in ſome Meaſure, 
even in the preſent State of human Af- 
fairs : Not only, as there is a natural 


Tendency in Virtue and Vice, to make 


thoſe in whom they inhere reſpectively 
happy or miſerable, in the higheſt degree; 
but as Virtue is actually the 1 Good 
of all who poſſeſs it, by yielding them 


the pureſt inward Pleaſure, a ſolid Peace 


of Mind, and Confidence towards God 3 
by procuring them Eſteem and Honour, 
and often many other outward Advantages: 
And as Vice is the greateſt Miſery of 
every one who practiſes it, by filling him 
Fat. k H with 


0 


Of Codis being the Father 


SrRNM. with Remorſe and Anguiſh, Alarms and 


Fears ; by involving him in Diſgrace and 


—— ofawy, and frequently by prejudicing 


his Health, Fortune, and all his moſt va- 
luable Intereſts in the World. That theſe 
are the actual Conſequences of Virtue and 
Vice, in the ordinary Courſe of the World, 
muſt be plain enough to all Men of Expe- 
rience and Reflection: It is indeed certain, 
that the natural Operation both of Virtue 
and Vice, is in many Caſes greatly ob- 
ſtructed ; and Men are far from being al- 
ways ſenfible of the full Effect of either. 
This is altogether unavoidable under the 
preſent Conſtitution of Things, and ſeems 


indeed to be neceſſary for the due Exer- 


ciſe, Culture, and Improvement of the 
Virtues of Men, which without Struggles, 
Difficulties, and Hardſhips, would not, in 
many Inſtances, ſhine out in their full 
Luſtre and Perfection. But till a juſt 
Order is fo plainly prevalent in the Con- 
duct of human Affairs, notwithſtanding 
the Irregularities and Confuſtons which are 
to be obſerved in them : there is ſo much 
Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, and Goodneſs, 
not only in the original Conſtitution of 
Nature, but in the general Adminiſtra- 


tion of Providence with reſpect to Man- 
kind, 


and Maſter of Mankind; 


and Vice; that he is actually engaged on 
the Side of the one, and againſt the other: 


And gives us at the ſame Time, great Rea- 


ſon to hope ſor a more perfect Scene to 


| come, in which there will be nothing ta 


obſcure the Beauty of the divine Admini- 
ſtration, where good Order ſhall finally 
and univerſally prevail, and the Intereſt 
of Virtue fhall triumph and . for 
ever. 

II. Having thus explained how God is 
the Father and Maſter of Mankind, I ſhall 
now proceed to ſhew what that Duty isg 
expreſſed in the Text, by the Terms Ho- 
nour and * which we owe to him as 
ſuch. 


owe to him as he is our Father. No Sen- 
timents are perhaps, more univerſal, and 
better known to the Mind, than thoſe of 
Reſpect, Duty, and Submiſſion, which 
Children entertain for their Parents in this 
World: Nature itſelf inſpires us with 
theſe Sentiments, antecedently to all Re- 
flection on the Benefits received from our 
Parents, ia our Nurture and Education. 


H 2 And 


And f#t, As to the Honour which we 


. By 
| kind, as ſufficiently declares to us, how SERM, 
| he, who is original and ſupreme in the IV. 

| Univerſe, is affected with reſpect to Virtue 


100 / God being the Father 
SERM. And when a Senſe of thoſe Benefits is 6 
IV. added to the original Inſtinct of Nature, 6 
n together never fail to produce in all, x 
who have any thing of an ingenuous and t 
liberal Caſt, not only many grateful Ac- 
knowledgments of the Care and Kindnels WW 
of their Parents, but a ſincere inward Ve- G 
neration of them; an Attention to what- 
ever is agreeable to them; and Endeavours 
to conduct themſelves in all Things to pi 
their Satisfaction. Now if this be the j; 
Temper which becomes us with reſpect to þ, 
the Fathers of our Fleſb, how much more ;, 
muſt we cultivate the ſame Temper to- 7, 
wards the Pather of our Spirits, from 50 
whom we have moſt ſtrictly and truly de- pr 
rived our Exiſtence; upon whom we de- ,, 
pend entirely for our Preſervation, and all C 
the Happineſs which we can at any time ſ ,,,, 
enjoy; and whoſe Love of his Offspring  ;4, 
_ infinitely ſurpaſſes the utmoſt Tenderneſs I RA 
of the fondeſt earthly Parent? Surely, I 4, 
the Devotion of our Minds towards him i (+ 
muſt riſe into a perfect Adoration of his eve 
Goodneſs, accompanied with the ſincereſt per 
Gratitude and Love, the firmeſt Affiance Ch, 
in him, the moſt abſolute Reſignation to 
Bis Will, and the moſt earneſt Endeavours to 
to obey his Laws, and to imitate his Pu- wh 
Wn. * ; | rity 


and Maſter of Mankind: * tot 


| rity and Benignity in our whole Conver- Sex.” 


* fation, In theſe ſeverab Things, the Ho- IV. 
all, nour which we owe to our heavenly Fa- 

4 ther conſiſts 3 but it may be of Uſe to 

c 


obſerve that the Secripture particularly 
marks out Obedience to: the Laws of 
God, and an Imitation of his moſt glori- 
at- W ous Example, as eſſential Ingredients in 
ws our filial Affection and Reſpe&t towards 
to bim. This is the Love o, God, that we keep 
the his Commandments. As obedient Children, 
ON ht ye holy in all manner of Convetſation, as 
Ore be who has called you zs holy. IT ſay unto you, 
to- Love your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe 
om i you, do good to them that hate you, and 
le- pray for them which deſpitefuliy uſe you, 
de- and perſecute you: That you may be the 
all Y Children of your Father which is in Hea- 
me ven; for he maketh his Sun to riſe on 
ing i the Evil, ard on the Good, and fenaeth 
els Rain on the Ful, and on the Unuſt. Be ye 
lv, therefore perfe?, by ſuch a diffuſive Imi- 
11 tation of his Clemency and Beneficence, 
his even as your. Father which is in Heaven 7s 
eſt perfect. Be ye 2 Followers of God, as dear 
ace Cbilaren. 

to Second! . wi to hs Rar 3 we. awe | 
urs to God, as he is our Maſter As thoſe 
u- who are Maſters, or Lords i in this World, 
ty ON, H 3 „ 
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SERM. are of very different Tempers and Charac- 


IV. 


+ 4 . 


ters; ſome being altogether fierce, tyran- 
nical, brutal, and cruel; others mild, 
gentle, juſt, and equitable; ſo the Fear 
of their Subjects or Servants, in regard to 


them, is of very different Kinds. To- 


wards Mafters of the former Character, 
the miſerable Vaſſals can entertain no 
Sentiments and Affections, but thoſe of 
ſervile Dread, Abhorrence, and Averſion: 
Towards Maſters of the latter Character, 
Servants have a reverential Awe, which 
effectually prevents their offending, and 
puts them on all Methods of pleaſing 


them, particularly that of an exact and 


chearful Performance of their Duty. Now 
as God has nothing in his Nature, reſemb- 
ling the Qualities of the arbitrary and op- 
preſſive Maſters, or Rulers of this World; 
as, on the contrary, his Government is 
founded on the Maxims of perfect Wiſ- 
dom, Goodneſs, and Righteouſneſs, a 
flaviſh fear of him, can be no Part of the 
Homage, which his Worſhippers and 


Servants are to pay to him. This would 
be ſo far from doing him Honour, that it 


would be a high Indignity and Affront to 


him, as it is in itſelf a baſe Principle, and 


preſuppoſes Principles in him, which are 
_ incon 


and Mafter of Mankind, - 


and Power ; but even this Fear (however 
well-grounded, and however uſeful it 


| ſometimes is, in interrupting, or ſtopping 
a Sinner in his Courſe, and thereby giving 
him an Opportunity for Reflection, which 
may produce a happy Change in his State, 


yet) having nothing ingenuous and noble 
in it, is no acceptable Veneration of the 
Deity, The only Fear of God, which it 
becomes us to entertain, is a mixed Affec- 
tion of Mind, or perhaps rather an habi- 
tual Temper of Mind, made up of a high 
Reverence of his Perfections, particularly 
his Wiſdom, Juſtice, Purity, Goodneſs, 
and Power; an affectionate Eſteem of his 
Laws, as being all founded in Truth and 
Equity, and wholly calculated for our 


Good ; an earneſt Solicitude to obey theſe 


Laws, from a full Perſuaſion of their per- 
fect Righteouſneſs and Gogdneſs, and a 
great Dread of tranſgreſſing them, not 


only from an Apprehenſion of the Danger 


which would attend our Tranſgreſſions of 


them, but likewiſe, .and more eſpecially, 


from a Senſe of the Baſeneſs and Odioul- 
H 4 neſs 
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inconſiſtent with all real Excellence and SERNM. 
Perfection. The wicked Part of Man- IV... 
kind have undoubtedly great Reaſon to be | 
afraid of the Effects of the divine Juſtice 
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SENI. neſs of treſpaſſing againſt the Appoint- 
IV. ments of infinite Wiſlom and Holineſs, 
or trampling upon the Authority of 
our rightful, and moſt gracious Lord and 
Governor. This is the Fear which we 
muſt exerciſe towards God conſidered as 
our Maſter, and which if it be lively and 
vigorous in us, will fix our Attention ha- 
bitually upon him, make us moſt obſerv- 
ant of every Declaration of his Will, and 
to yield a ſincere, univerſal, and perſever- 
ing Obedience to his Commandments. 
This ſincere and intire Obedience to the 
Will of our Maſter and Governor, is eſſen- 
tially included in the Fear which we owe 
to him; and without this Obedience, the 
moſt pompous Profeſſions which we may 
at any time make of Duty and Submiſſion 
to him, muſt be deemed both vain, and 
impudent! in us. 

I ſhall conclude with recommending the 
' Cultivation of theſe Principles, the Honour 
and Fear of God, in the Exerciſe of which 
our Duty towards him conſiſts. 

Some Perſons, in the Schemes, or Syſ- 
tems, which they form of the Duties of 
Men, either altogether omit or make but 
little account of the Aﬀections which are 
to be exerciſed towards God ; laying the 

| „ die. 


and Maſter of Mankind. 


thief, or the whole Streſs of Morality, on SERM. 
the ſocial Virtues, and thoſe which tend IV. 


to a Man's private Good, or Happineſs. 


It is hard to account for ſuch a defective 


Scheme of Morals, upon any but athe- 
iſtical Pfinciples. For if God indeed 
exiſts, if there be really a Being, poſſeſſed 
of all Wiſdom, Power, Purity, Goodneſs, 
and every other Perfection, who made, 
preſerves, and governs all Things, whois 


particularty the kind and indulgent Pa- 


rent of the human Race, the holy and 
juſt Governor of moral Agents; if there 


be really ſuch a Being, can it be doubted, 


whether the higheſt Reverence, Love, 
Duty, and Submiſſion, are not due to 


him, from all whom he has made capable 


of knowing his incomparable Worth, and 
of reflecting on the endearing Relations in 
which he ſtands to them? Can thoſe who 
are often ſtruck with high Admiration of 
the Virtues of frail Mortals, help being 
moſt agreeably affected with the Contem< 
plation of original ſupreme Beauty and Ex- 
cellence, from whence our higheſt Graces 
and Perfections, are but ſo many faint 
Rays and Emanations ? Can the Man, 


who feels the moſt ſincere and affectionate 
Reſpect and Gratitude to his Parents upon 


Earth, 


Of God's being the F ather 


+ 75 Earth, be void of the ſtrongeſt Sentiments 


of Reverence, Love, and Submiſſion to 


his Father in Heaven, who, as the Hea- 


dens are higb above the Earth, hath Mercy 
in proportion towards his Children wha 


love and fear him ? Can the Perſons who 


revere an excellent Prince, an equitable 
and gracious Maſter in this World, who 
are inviolably attached to their Rights and 
Intereſts, and ambitious of ſerving them 
faithfully ; can ſuch ever fall ſhort in the 
Expreſſions of Reſpect and Homage, or 
fail in the Allegiance and Duty which 


they owe to the univerſal King, She Sceptre 


of whoſe Kingdom is a Sceptre of Righteouſ- 
neſs, who rules his Subjects with the 


molt perfect Equity, Clemency, and Good- 
neſs, and is more truly and eminently, 


than the greateſt and beſt on Earth can 
poſſibly be, the Father, Protector, and 


Guardian of his Servants ? If there be in- 


deed a Foundation in our Nature at all, 


for the Aﬀections of Reverence, Honour, 


Gratitude, and Love, towards the moſt 


eminent Characters among Men, towards 
great Benefactors, Friends, Parents, Pa- 
triots, Heroes, Legiſlators, the ſame Af- 


fections, in the natural Courſe of their 
Operation, tend to God himſelf, and muſt 


ulti- 


N 
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we have but a full Perſuaſion of his Exiſ- 
tence, and a juſt Senſe of his Excellencies 
and Perfections. It is therefore unac- 
countable, how any who profeſs to believe 
in God, and have any true Notions of his 
Character, can ever be indifferent about 
the Exerciſe of thoſe Affections, which 
become them, towards him. I know it 
has been ſaid that God wants not the Ve- 
neration and Acknowledgments of Mor- 
tals, and that he is far exalted above all our 
Bleſſing and Praiſe, And if the Meaning of 
this be, that his Happineſs depends not 
on us, or any of his Creatures, it is cer- 
tainly true ; yet if there be a Difference in 
Nature between Good and Evil, between 
right and wrong Affections, the one Sort 
muſt be pleaſing to him, and the other diſ- 
agreeable. And as the Affections of Piety, 
which ariſe in us upon the Contemplation 
of his Perfections and Character, appear to 


be very amiable in themſelves, that they are 


indeed neceſſary Ingredients in a good Cha- 
racter, eſſential to our Dignity, as reflecting 
moral Beings ; it is plainly very worthy of 
God, and what might have been expected 
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ultimately reſt and terminate in him, if SERM. 


IV. 


from his Purity and Goodneſs, that he 


would require the Exerciſe of theſe Affec- 


tions from us by his ſupreme Authority, 
3 Is 


07 God's being the Father 


SRM. It has been farther ſaid, that as Utility 1s 
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the Ground of the Merit of Virtue, or of 
our moral Qualities, one need be but little 
folicitous about the Aﬀections which ter- 
minate in God, as they are of no Uſe to 
Mankind, whoſe Welfare depends upon 
the Exerciſe of the ſocial Virtues, and the 
Practice of thoſe Duties which contribute 
to every one's own Eaſe and Proſperity. 
Now it is allowed, that the ſocial Virtues 
of Juſtice and Humanity, and likewiſe 
Temperance, Induſtry, and the like, are 
of very great Worth and Importance, 
without which, as there would be no Or- 
der and Happineſs among Men, ſo nei- 
ther could there be any true Religion in 
them. But if any one will ſay, that 
theſe are the only moral Qualities of real 
Value and Coniequence to Mankind, 
while a Reſpect to God, and the Love and 
Fear of him, can have no Influence on 
their Happineſs, he muſt certainly ap- 
pear to be in a great Miſtake. For, 
Firſt, it cannot but be clear to every one, 
who has experienced the Force of theſe 
Affections, that they are moſt plentiful 
and conſtant Springs of Joy and Conſola- 
tion to him, in all Circumſtances and 
Conditions of Life: And beſides this, it 
is plain, that they have a great Efficacy 

3 for 
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i8 4 for engaging Men to the Practice even of SRRM. 

rc | thoſe Duties, which they owe to the IV. 
e Public and to themſelves, and are indeed 3 | 
4 the beſt Security for the ſteady, uniform, | 
" and vigorous Performance of them. For 

* though the ſocial and private Virtues of / 

4 Men, are very lovely in their own Na- 

ture, and of the greateſt Conſequence to 


the good Order of the World, and the 
true Enjoyment of Life, and though we 
e are naturally determined to approve and 
| practiſe them, antecedently to the Con- 


; ſideration of their being required by the 
A ſupreme Lawgiver, who both can and 
A will reward or puniſh us, according to 
5 our Obedience, or Diſobedience; yet, if 
* we judge from common Obſervation and 
1 Experience, the greateſt Part of Men 
I are not very deeply impreſſed with the 
4 native Beauty of theſe Virtues, nor is 
8 their natural Attachment to them ſtrong 
N enough, to keep them firm and ſtedfaſt 
a in the Practice of them, unleſs it be ſup- 
iy ported and ſtrengthened by the Principles 
2 of Religion, a Belief of the Exiſtence of 
1 God, and a lively Senſe of his rightful 
D Authority over them, and of their ac- 
3 countableneſs to him, as their Governor 
+ and Judge, for every Part of their Con- 
7 verſation 
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SERM. verſation in the World. Theſe princi⸗ . 
— IV. ples well laid in the Mind, and being 
5 


warm and vigorous in it, will indeed 


; add ſuch Force to the ſocial Propenſions f 
1 of Men, and to their natural Approbation 1 / 
and Love of Virtue, as will render them | 4 
zealous, uniform, and ſteady in the Per- N t 
- formance of the Duties, which they owe t 
both to Society, and to themſelves: a 


Whereas without the Aſſiſtance of theſe P 
Principles, the Generality of the World tl 
will ever fall far ſhort of what is juſt= a 
ly expected and required from them, B 
in almoſt every Branch of their Duty, 

It has been urged: farther, in the laſt P. 
place, that the Affections which Men C 


pretend to exerciſe towards God, almoſt W. 
always run into Enthuſiaſm, or Superſti- us 
tion, Things ſo far from being uſeful, cu 
that they have a very pernicious Effect tio 
on the Conduct of Life. But ſurely, ou 
if there be a Foundation in Nature for nat 
the Exerciſe of theſe Affections; if they Vit 
are in themſelves lively and becoming the 
Qualities, and when duly exerciſed, ſafe 
of great Importance, not only to the hin 
Happineſs of particular Perſons, but to die: 
the Welfare of the Public; it is unwor- } mo 


thy of. a Man of Reflection, to argue | and 
be. a 


"4 


/ 
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Thing becoming him in this Caſe, is to 
prevent, as far as he can, the Errors and 


111 


ö againſt the Exerciſe of theſe Affections, SERMM. 
from the Abuſe of them. The only 


IV. 
1 


Abuſes, which ſome are ſo apt to fall 
into, in the Exerciſe of their Affections 


towards God, and to bring them to exert 


theſe Affections, according to their Rank 
and Order in the Syſtem of our inward 


Principles, which will both eſtabliſh 
their Minds in Tranquility and Peace, 
and have a good Effect upon their whole 


Behaviour. | 
Let us not, therefore, think, upon any 
Pretences, to excuſe ourſelves from the 


Cultivation of a becoming Temper to- 


wards the Deity; but on the contrary, let 
us, by all the Means in our Power, parti- 
cularly by frequent and ſerious Medita- 
tions on him, improve and ſtrengthen in 
our Minds, all thoſe Affections, which 
naturally ariſe and move in us, upon a 


View of his moſt excellent Nature, and 


the intereſting Relations which he vouch- 
ſafes to bear to us, and chearfully pay 
him all that Honour and Love, that Obe- 
dience and Submiſſion, which, as our 
moſt compaſſionate and indulgent Father, 
and our moſt gracious and righteous King 

| and 
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nat; Lawgiver, he claims and demands 
from us. The Acquiſition of this Tem- 
per towards God, will be attended with 


great inward Pleaſure, Security, and Con- 


| fidence; and will moreover engage, and 


keep us ſtedfaſt i in the Courſe of an uni- 


formly virtuous Life. And there is the 
greater Reaſon for recommending and urg- 
ing the Cultivation of this Temper, as at 


preſent, a great Inattention to the Deity, 


ſeems to prevail, even in many who are 


not Atheiſts in Speculation, appearing not 


only in an habitual and ſettled Neglect 
of the Duties of divine Worſhip, but in 
many groſs Failures and Irregularities in 
their moral Conduct, which could hard- 
ly be the Caſe, if a juſt Senſe of God and 


his Authority over them, were duly cul- 


tivated, and kept up in their Minds, 


Let us, therefore, not only for our own 


Improvement, and the Eaſe and Quiet of 


| our Minds, but for the ſetting an Example 


of a rational Piety, to thoſe who ſtand in 
need of the Inſtruction and Admonition, 
which ſuch an Example may afford to 
them, endeavour to attain to a Spirit of 
manly Piety and Devotion, and expreſs 
ir, both in all the Proper outward Acts of 

© religious 
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s religious Worſhip, and in the univerſal SER. 
Purity and Integrity of our Conduct in IV. 
n the World. To God, may all Adora- * 
* tion, Worſhip, and Obedience be given, 


d by every rational Creature, both now, and 
Vor ever, Amen, | 


f Ver. 1p 1 


S ERM ON V. 
Of a ſuture Judgment, and the proper Im- 
provement of the Doctrine concerning it. 


- 4M. 


(17. 


And if ye call on the Father, who, without 
/ respect of Perſons, judgeth according lo 


every Man's Work, paſs the Ti zme of -_ 


1 here in Fear. 


SERM. IN theſe Words, the Apoftle, Fi 
„ puts a Suppoſition, that the Perſons, 
— to whom he addreſſed himſelf, believed 
in God, and acknowledged him to be the 

wiſe and gracious Father, and the righte- 

ous Governor and Judge of Mankind; 

and in the Second place, he inculcates 

upon them, an Inference which he de- 

duced from thence; that they were, there- 

fore, to paſs the Time of their ſojournms 

here, or of their uncertain Continuance in 

this World, in Fear; that is, with great 
Circumſpection, and Solicitude left they 

ſhould 
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ſhould offend, with a ſtrict Regard to the Serm. 


Authority of God over them, to his-con- 
ſtant Inſpection of their whole Conduct, 
and their Accountableneſs to him for eve- 
ty Part of it, in another World. And as 
the ſame Suppoſition may be juſtly made 
concerning us, and the fame Inference 
from it, may with equal Propriety, be 


inculcated upon us, I ſhall in the follow- 


ing Diſcourſe, confider and treat of the 


Words, as bearing a plain and cloſe Ap- 


plication to ourſelves, 


I. It may be ſuppoſed of us, as well as 


it was of the Perſons.to whom St. Peter 
wrote, that we believe in God, and ac- 
knowledge him to be the wiſe and gra- 
cious Father; and the righteous Gover- 


nor and Judge of Mankind. The greateſt 


Part of us, would, undoubtedly, think 
ourſelves. highly injured, if any thing 
contrary to this Suppoſition was ſuſpected 
of us: And it is indeed certain, that we 
have the greateſt Reaſon, both to believe 
the Exiſtence of God, and to acknow- 
ledge him to be the almighty, and per- 


fectly wile, gracious, and righteous Fa- 


ther, Governor, and Judge of Men. 
As for the Exiſtence, and ſeveral At- 


tributes of God, and the Relations which 
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SRM. he bears to Men, I ſhall here but very 


briefly touch on ſome of the general Evi- 


—— Jences, or Proofs of them; only I ſhall 
dwell a little longer in illuſtrating his 


Men, as this is the Point, on which the 
Apoſtle's Reaſoning in the Text, chiefly 
reſts. That ſome original independent 
Power, from which all other Beings are 


Character, as the Governor and kk of 


derived, hath always exiſted, is a Con- 


clufion unavoidably forced upon us, by 
the moſt obvious Suggeſtions of common 
Senſe and Reaſon; fince otherwiſe, we 
mult go into the Abſurdity of ſuppoſing, 
that Things, which have all the Marks 
of Imperfection and Dependency upon 
them, which plainly appear to be Ef- 
fects, muſt have come into Being, with- 
out any Cauſe. 

That this firſt and ſupreme Being 1s 
poſſeſſed of all poſſible Perfection, is 
likewiſe a Concluſion, which we are na- 
turally led to, by the plaineſt Dictates of 


our Underſtandings; as it would be ma- 


nifeſtly abſurd to ſuppoſe, that we, or 
any other Creatures, were capable of 
forming a Notion of any Excellence, or 
Perfection, which is not eminently in 
the * and Cauſe of all Things. 
More 


<4 P band ad © FS” ORD RI 


— 
ps 


ti 
tl 


Of a future Judgment. 


117 


More particularly, it is evident, that SERM. 


this original independent Being, is poſ- 
ſeſſed of infinite Power; from the very Act 
of his bringing all Things into Being, and 
his conſtant Preſervation of them, in the 
Order in which he firſt fixed and eſta- 
bliſhed them; from the amazing Forces, 
which he hath impreſſed on the various 
Bodies of the Univerſe, and from that 
wonderful Energy and Activity, with 


k "4 


which he hath endowed the Spirits of 


intelligent Agents. Upon theſe Founda- 
tions, we may, certainly, ſay with Truth, 
that great is our Lord, and great is his 
Power. 

And that the original Maker of all, is a 
moſt intelligent and wiſe Being, is clear 
from hence, that if Intelligence and Wiſ- 
dom were not eſſentially inherent in him, 
they could never have exiſted in any other 


Beings whatſoever; and is farther evident 


upon the leaſt ſerious Conſideration of 


his Works, which bear the plaineſt Marks 


of infinite Knowledge and Underſtand- 
ing, and of the moſt ſurprizing Deſign, 
Art, and Contrivance; the Inſtances of 


which, are ſo numerous, and ſo ſtriking, 
that it is hardly poſſible, but that every 
one, even on a flight Attention to them, 

| 13 muſt 
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SRM. muſt be convinced that God is berſect in 
V. Knowledge, and be ready, devoutly to 
—— ſ: ay, how manifold are thy Works, O Lord, 
in Wiſdom haſt thou made them all. 
Again, that the original Cauſe of all 
Things is good, is clear particularly from 
that Principle of Benevolence, which he 


| hath implanted in us, as a Source of Hap- 
pineſs, both to others, and to ourſelves; | 
; and from all other Parts of our Conſti- 
| tution, which are evidently formed for , 
the moſt gracious and beneficent Pur- 
| poſes that can be; and indeed from all 
| his Works, and all thoſe general Laws, 
by which he ſupporteth and geverneth 5 
the World, which are moſt viſibly cal- 8 
culated for the univerſal abſolute Good of 
rational and perceptive Creatures. 0 
Finally, That the original independent 1 
Being is holy and juſt, is evident, not | © 
only from his being above all Tempta- al 
tions, which could lead him into any P 
moral Depravity, or Iniquity ; but from . 
his having ſuch a Diſcernment of the Ex- 
cellence and Merit of Virtue, and of the th 
Baſeneſs and Ill-deſert of Vice, (a Per- 1 
fection, which muſt be ſuppoſed to be- hi 
long to him, even from that Degree of A 


It, which he hath communicated to us, 
| and 
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and as without it, we could not conceive, SER. 
how there could be any Foundation for V. 
1, his ſupreme Dignity and Happineſs,) 2 
which muſt make him inviolably adhere 
11 to the one, and ſet him at the greateſt 
| Diſtance from the other. 


1 From theſe few Hints, and ſhort Heads 

5 of Argument, we may ſee what ſtrong 
* Reaſons we have for the believing the 

. Exiſtence of God, or of the Being, who 

5 is original, independent, and ſupreme in 

Y the Univerſe, who is the Cauſe of all 

Il other Things, and poſſeſſed of all poſſi- 

g ble Perfection; who is, particularly, al- 
. mighty, and omniſcient, and perfectly 

I good, holy, and righteous. 


of 1. There are likewiſe very cogent Rea- 
ſons, for acknowledging this great Being 
to be the gracious Father of Men; not 


ot only as he is their Creator, as he is of 
. all other Things, agreeably to what St. 
1 | Paul ſaith, To us, there is one God the 


more - particulariy, as he hath formed 
he | them in his own Image, or made them 
in ſome ſmall Meaſure, to reſemble 
himſelf, in ſome of his moſt amiable 

of | Perfections; and as he hath expreſſed a 
truly paternal Tenderneſs and Love _ 
"FT 4 ' wards 


hy Father, of whom. are all Things; but A 1 
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SERM. wards them, in the ample Proviſion, 
V. 


which he hath made for their Support and 

Comfort in this World, and for their final 

and compleat 3 in the next. 
It is alſo certain, that this firſt and ſu- 


preme Being, is the moral Governor, and 


the righteous and impartial Judge of Men. 
And as this is the Point, on which the 
Reaſoning of the Apoſtle in the Text, 
chiefly depends, I ſhall be ſomewhat 
longer, and more particular, in the Proof 


and Illuſtration of it. 
That God is the moral Governor of 
Men, is abundantly plain, from his poſ- 
ſeſſing the Attributes of infinite Know- 


ledge, Wiſdom, and Power, and of perfect 
Goodneſs, Purity, and Righteouſneſs, 
which muſt both enable and determine 
him, to. inſpect into their Behaviour, to 


take Cogniſance of their Actions, as they 


are morally Good, or Evil; and to re- 


ward, or puniſh them accordingly. The 
| ſame thing is farther evident, from his 
having endowed us with Powers and Fa- 


culties of Nature, which clearly point out 


our Duty to us, and ſhew it, upon the 


leaſt Reflection, to be required by his ſu- 
preme Authority; in conſequence of 
which, we are filled, either with Peace, 


Joy, 
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Joy, and Hope, or with Anguith, Terror, SER M. 


and Suſpicion, as we either perform, or V. 
negle& it. Herein the Beginning of the 


moral Adminiſtration of God, viſibly ap- 
peareth, which is carried to a conſiderable 
Length, even under the Diſpenſations of 


Providence in this preſent World. But 


it is in the World to come that it will be 
compleated and finiſhed, when God will 


appear moſt eminently in the Character of 
the great and righteous judge of Man- 
kind, and will render to all of them im- 
partially, in Proportion to the Good, or 
Evil of their Deeds. 

Againſt the Poſſibility of our exiſting 
in a future State, and partaking of Hap- 
pineſs, or Miſery in it, the hardieſt Un- 
believer cannot produce the Appearance of 
an Argument: On the contrary, it ſeems 
to be extremely probable, or rather alto- 
gether certain, that the ſame Power, 
Wiſdom, and other Attributes of God, 
which brought us into this World, and 
ſupported us in it for many Years, in which” 
we enjoyed many Pleaſures, and likewiſe 
endured various Pains, can raiſe us up in 
another State, capable of the ſame Plea- 
lures and Pains, and even of much higher 
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SERM. Degrees of them, and continue us in that 
V. | 


Of a future Judgment. 


State to all Eternity, if he pleaſes. 
And that we ſhall actually exiſt in a 
future State, may be preſumed with 


great Probability, from the Immateriality 
of the Soul, a Point ſupported by at leaſt 


very plauſible Arguments, which ſeemeth 


very plainly to indicate, that it is made for 


ſurviving the corruptible Body; and from 
the noble Faculties, with which our 
Minds are endowed, which can never be 


brought to the Perfection of which they 


are capable, in this Life; and which, 
therefore, muſt have been made in a great 
Meaſure in vain, if they are not to appear 
in another Scene, where full Scope will be 
given to their putting forth all their Vi- 
gour, and for their arriving at a vaſtly 
higher, and more improved State, than 
any that they can attain to here. 
Farther, That we ſhall not only exit; in 
a future State, but that we ſhall be ad— 


judged to Happineſs, or to Miſery, in it, 


according to our good, or bad Conduct in 
this World, may be ſtrongly argued from 
the moral Conſtitution of our Nature. It 
is plain, that we are made with a Power, 


which giveth us the Notion of moral 
Good and Evil, of a right and a wrong 


Con- 


"de: 


at 


dergoing a future Judgment, if it was in- 
| tended 
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and Worth of the one, and the Baſeneſs 


authoritatively requireth us, to adhere to 


the one, and to keep at the greateſt Diſtance 


from the other : Upon this we muſt im- 
mediately fee, that the Dictates of this 
Faculty, are the Law, which the Author 
of our Beings hath laid us under, and that 
we are accountable to him, for our Ob- 
ſervance, or Violation of it; and that in 
conſequence of theſe Sentiments, we are 


filled with Joy, Comfort, and Aſſurance, 


or with Sorrow, Anguiſh, and Dejec- 
tion, according as we obey, or tranſ- 


greſs it. From this Account of the Con- 
ſtitution of our Nature, which is by no 


means fictitious, or fanciful, but which 
every one, who is capable of making any 
juſt Reflections on himſelf, and Obferva- 
tions on other Men, may find to be true; 


. we may with great Force infer, that we 
are to ſtand before God in Judgment in 
another World; as it is not at all credible, _ 
that Mankind ſhould be ſo ſtrangely form- 


ed, as naturally, and almoſt neceſſarily, 
to entertain an Expectation of their un- 


= 


Conduct, which ſhews us the Excellence SER. 


V. 


and Ill-deſert of the other; and which 
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Of a future Judgment. 


SERM. tended that there ſhould be no event, that 


could anſwer that Expectation. 


; Laſtly, That we ſhall be called unto 
Judgment in another World, for our 


good, or evil Conduct in this, is a Thing 
ſtill more clear. and certain, from the mo. 
ral Character of God. He, as was obſerv- 
ed before, is a Being, inveſted. with thoſe 
Attributes and Properties, which.neceſſa- 
rily make him the Governor of Men, 
conſidered as rational moral Agents, who 
muſt animadvert upon their Conduct, as it 
is morally good, or bad, and make them 
ſenſibly feel the Effects of his Approba- 
tion, or Condemnation. Accordingly we 
find, that he hath actually begun a ſtrict- 
ly moral Adminiſtration even in this 
World; that he is now acting towards, us, 


in the Character of a righteous Governor 


and Judge, as he makes the higheſt En- 


joyments, and the greateſt Sufferings, 


which we experience, dependent on our 
Actions as they are morally good, or evil, 


and rewards, or puniſhes us remarkably, 


at leaſt in many Inſtances, according to 
our Merits, or Demerits, But as not- 
withſtanding the general Plan of a moral 


| Adminiſtration, exhibited to us, under 


the Diſpenſations of Providence in this 
5 | World, 


ſ 
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| World, this preſent Life, is by no means SERM. 


| aState of adequate and full Retribution ; as 
it is certain, that the moral Government 
of God would appear to be very defective, 
if it was to be carried to no greater Perfec- 
tion, than it is in this World, where in 
many caſes, Virtue is diſtreſſed and af- 
| flited, perſecuted and oppreſſed, while 
Vice is eaſy and ſecure, flouriſhing and 
triumphant ; we muſt conclude, from the 
known Attributes and Character of the 
Deity; that he will not leave the great 
Work which he hath begun, imperfect; 


but that he intends, in ſome future Scene, 


to raiſe a fair and noble Superſtructure on 
the F ound tek he hath already 


laid, to compleat the Syſtem of his moral 


V. 
—— 


Adminiſtration, and to make it appear 


altogetller bright and beautiful, by its 
doing due Honour, and full Right, to the 
reſpective Merits of good Men, and aſ- 


ſigning to the Wicked, a Lot of Infamy 


and Miſery, ſuited to the Depravity and 
Iniquity of their Behaviour. 

But ſome may, probably, here alledge, 
that this is too haſty a Concluſion : For- 
aſmuch as the Attributes of God, what- 
ever they are, which permit ſo great a 
8 of Good and FW Happineſs and 

Mikey, 
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S ERM. Miſery, i in the Conduct of the Affairs of 


V. 


Man in this World, may, for any thing 
that we can know, permit the ſame pro- 
miſcuouſly confuſed Scene with reſpect to 
them, to go on in another Life. For, 
ſay they, if we will reaſon fairly, we can- 
not aſcribe any Perfections, or higher 


Degrees of any Perfections to the Deity, 


than what we preciſely diſcern to belong 
to him, from the Conſideration of his 
Works: But as the Perfections, which 


his Works declare him to be poſſeſſed of, 
allow his Adminiſtration, to be confeſſed- 
y motley and confuſed here; Why ſhould 5 
it be thought, that they will render it un- 


exceptionable, and quite orderly hereat- 
ter? To affirm that they will do ſo, ſay 
the Objectors, is a Concluſion, not of Rea- 
ſon, but merely of Fancy and enen 


tion. | 
But now to ſhew, that this is not a 


raſh, or an ill-grounded Conclufion, let it 


be conſidered, that the Character of God, 
as a moral Ruter, is ſufficiently aſcertain- 
ed by the original Conſtitution of Nature, 
and that Part of his Adminiſtration, with 
which we are already acquainted : From 
whence it is apparent, that he is poſſeſſed 


bs of Perfections, which neceſſarily conſtitute 


8 him, 


* 
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him, the holy, and juſt Governor of intel - SERM. 


In conſequence of: - 
— 


ligent moral Agents. 
this we find, that he hath exhibited to us, 
a Scheme of righteous Adminiſtration, 
actually begun, and carried a confiderable 
Length by him, even in this World ; un- 
der which, the Good, in conſequence of 


| their Goodneſs, partake of the higheſt 


Happineſs, of which they may have 
Knowledge, or Experience; and the Bad, 
as ſuch, are often expoſed to the molt 
grievous Sufterings ; and that there is a 
natural direct ho 

in the neceſſary Operations of Virtue and 
Vice, when full Scope is given to them, 
to render Mankind happy, or miſerable, 
in the utmoſt Degree, according. as their 
Fempers are morally good, or evil. This 
Tendency, however, is frequently ob- 
ſtructed, and rendered ineffectual in the 
preſent Scene ; an Evil, which probably 
could not be remedied, without a greater 
Inconvenience, without unhinging the 
World, or ſuſpending, or altering thoſe 
general Laws, which are abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for its Support. 


have made him to begin a moſt pure and 
juſt Adminiſtration with reſpect to Man- 
3 : kind ; 


in this Scheme, 


But as we muſt. 
conceive the Perfections of God, which 
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128 Of a future Judgment. 
| SRM. kind; and to carry it to a great Height in fe 
N V. this World, to be permanent Powers, 


; "— which are not to be exhauſted by a few | h 
K. tranſient Acts, and to which it is not ſupß- 1 
6 poſeable, that Bounds or Limits can be | fi 
= ever ſet by any oppoſite Force, we may iſ v 
ſi conclude, that they will alſo determine N 
him, to carry the Plan of his righteous 6. 
# Government, the ground Work, and pro- ha 

th 


miſing Beginnings of which are very vi- 

; fible here, more effeQually into Execu- cal 

; tion hereafter : That he deſigneth, that j of 

after the preſent Life of Diſcipline and for 
Probation (which 1 is the true Character of I M. 

the State, in which we now are, and ed, 

which it is very well fitted to be, by the on 

Conſtitution of the World,) is over, it Sta 

hall be ſucceeded by another State of per- "al 

fect Order, and of equal Retribution ; I fror 

| in which, whatever was myſtetious and If teſp 

cloudy, under the preſent Diſpenſations of I Part 

Providence, ſhall be unravelled and clear- Ter 

1 | ed up ; and where thoſe Things, which Up 
R | have been deemed by many to be Blots to i 
i and Blemiſhes in the divine Adminiſtra- Thi 
tion, will no longer have that Appearance, ¶ thin 

but ſhall all be ſeen to have been Things, in f. 

vhich could not have been avoided, in the I fider 

Beginning of ſuch a progrefliye Scheme Is a 

423 | = 7-146 V 
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| for the Purification of human Nat 28 


N could be carried on in this World: Which 
however, in the laſt Reſult, or when it 
| ſhall have received it's Conſummation, or 
| final Accompliſhment, will be found to be 
| worthy of the moſt perfect and invariable 
| Wiſdom, and of the higheſt Purity and 


Goodneſs ; ; and which will ſhew itſelf, to 


| have been in the firſt Formation, and in 
the whole Progreſs of it, moſt admirably 
calculated for doing Honour to the Cauſe 


of Virtue, and for the Suppreſſion of Vice, 
for conferring! all the Happineſs on good. 


Men, to which they are any way entitl- 


129 


SERM. 


V. 
— — 


ed, and for executing à juſt Vengeance 


on all the Workers of Iniquity. This 
State we may juſtly expect from our natu- 
ral Notions of the Attributes of God, and 
from what we obſerve of his Conduct with 


reſpect to Mankind in this World; and 


particularly from the innate and eſſential 


Tendencies of Virtue and Vice, to confer 
upon Men the very higheſt Happineſs, or 
to involve them in the deepeſt Miſery. 
This laſt particular ſeemeth to be ſome- 
thing more than a ſpeculative Argument 
in favour of ſuch a State ; it may be con- 
ſidered as an Aſſurance and a Pledge of it, 
as a Declaration, or an implicit Promiſe 

Voc Kr; K from 


130 0 a future Judgment. 
SERM. from the Author of Nature, and Governor 
of the World, that he intendeth ſuch a 
Thing, and that it will, certainly, at laſt 
take place. 8 
pon theſe Foundations, the Doctrine 
concerning the future Judgment of Man- 
kind in general ſtands, ſo far as the Light 
of Nature can make a Diſcovery of this 
great Event. And from the ſame Source 
of Evidence, all the main Circumſtances 
of that Judgment which Mankind will un- 
dergo in a future State, may be clearly and 
eaſily traced out. As firſt, the univerſal 
; | Extent of it, with reſpect, both to ths 
Perſons who ſhall be judged, and the 
Things, for which they are to be judged. 
The Perſons who are to be judged, are 
plainly all Mankind, all the Generations of 
them who have ever lived, and all who 
ſhall be found alive, at the Concluſion of 
this preſent Scene, and the Approach of 
the future Judgment ; becauſe all of them 
are by their Nature, equally the Subjects 
of the moral Kingdom of God, and equal- 
Iy accountable to him for their moral Be- 
haviour. And the Things for which 
they are to be judged, are all the Works 
which they have done, as intelligent mo- 
ral Agents ; the moſt hidden and ſecret 
of them, as well as thoſe which are moſt 
open 
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open and manifeſt: Becauſe for the ſame SERM. 


Reaſons, that they are accountable for 
any Part of their moral Conduct, they are 
evidently accountable for the whole of it; 


and the ſame Perfections of God, which 
make him to take Cogniſance of any of 


their Actions, which partake of Virtue, 
or of Vice, muſt determine him to take 
Cogniſance of all of them, that do ſo. 

And as to the Righteouſneſs, Impar- 


tiality, and Equity of that Judgment, 
which God will hereafter paſs upon Man- 
kind; theſe may, with the greateſt cer- 


tainty, be deduced from the Nature of 
God : As it is impoſſible, that a Being 


perfectly wiſe, holy, juſt, and good, can 


be governed in the Sentence which will 
finally fix the Fate of Men, by any conſi- 
deration, but that of their real Characters 
as morally good, or evil, in his Sight. 


He will, indeed, ſhew all due Indulgence 
to the Infirmities of the human Nature ; 


but {till he will act in perfect Conſiſtency 
with the Dignity of his own Character, as 
the ſupreme univerſal moral Ruler, by ac- 
quitting or condemning Men at laſt, ac- 
cording to the Quality of their Actions, as 
virtuous, or vicious; and even in aſſign- 
ing to every one of them a Degree of 

K 2 Happinels, 
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132 ..-Of a future Fudgment. 
SERM. _ Happineſs, or Miſery, proportioned to the 


V. Good, or Evil of their Conduct. E, 
ind all this, that the Light of Nature / 
t 

y 


teacheth us, concerning that Judgment, 
which God ſhall hereafter paſs upon Men 
in another World, is fully confirmed and 
aſcertained to us, by the Revelation of the 
Goſpel : which hath given us the ſtrong- 
eſt Aſſurance of the great Event of a fu- 
ture Judgment, and hath ſet before us, in 
a particular, and moſt affecting Manner, 
the Solemnities of that Day, in which 
Mankind will be called to an Account for 
their Conduct; telling us, who the Per- is 
ſon is, that is ordained of God to be the I w! 
Judge, and deſcribing to us the Pomp thi 
and Splendour of his Appearance, with the Us, 
whole Series of his Proceedings, till he 8' 
pronounceth the Sentence, which will 
unalterably fix the State of Men; the Au 
Wicked being to be doomed to everla/tins inf 
Puniſhment, while the Righteoys ſhall be I our 
put in Poſſeſſion of Life eternal; and which eth 
will appoint to ſome of the latter Charac- dere 
ter, a greater Meward, an higher, more I 
honourable, and happy Condition, than ded: 
others of them will attain to, according to Perl 
the ſuperiour Improvements which they Il belic 
have made in Righteouſnets i in this World; to þ 
5 . | and 


E 
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and which will aſſign to ſome of the for- SERM, 
mer, @ greater Damnation, who ſhall be 
| beaten with many Stripes, in proportion to © 
the greater Aggravation of their Crimes; 
while others of them, leſs guilty and cor- 
rupted, ſhall be beaten but with ew, It 
can hardly indeed be doubted, but that 


ſome Part of the Deſcription, which the 
Goſpel giveth us of the Manner and Cir- 


cumſtandes of the future Judgment of 


Mankind, is delivered in Condeſcenſion to 
the Weakneſs of our Capacities and Appre- 
henſions; but ſtill it is certain, that there 


is ſo much ſolid Truth in the Account, 


which Chriſtianity preſenteth to us of 
this great Event, as muſt neceſſarily affect 
us, if we really believe in Jgſus Chriſt, and 
give any rational and ſerious Attention to 
the Thing, with the deepeſt Senſe of its 
Awfulneſs and Importance, and make us 
infinitely ſolicitous and diligent, to prepare 
ourſelves for its Approach. Which bring- 
eth me to the /econd Thing, to be conſi- 
dered and illuſtrated, ,  _ 
I. The Inference, which the Apoſtle 
deduceth from the Suppoſition, that the 
Perſons, to whom he addreſſed himſelf, 
believed in God, and acknowledged him 
to be the gracious Father, and, righteous 
K 3 Governor 
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Of a future idgment | 


SERM. Goverdot and Judge of Men; that they 


were, therefore, 70 paſs the Time of their So- 


— ſourning here in fear ; 3 to be through the 


whole Courſe of their Lives, which are at 
beſt but precarious and ſhort, extreme- 


ly circumſpect, and ſolicitous not to of- 


fend; to have a ſtrict and conſtant Regard 
to the Authority of God over them, and 
to act before him, with that Integrity of 
Heart and Life, which becometh thoſe, 
who know that they are accountible to 
him in another World, for every Part of 
their preſent Behaviour, 

And what, indeed, can poſſibly be more 
affecting to us, and have a greater Force 
for the Rn Government of our Conduct, 
than the firm and ſerious Perſuaſion, that 
we are at preſent under the conſtant In- 
ſpection of the Deity, who hath a per- 
1 Knowledge, of whatever we think, 

ſay, deſign, and do; and who will, in a 
future State, call us to a ſtrict Account for 
our Demeanour and Converſation,” and 
impartially render to us, according to the 
Good or Evil of our Deeds? Certainly a 
clear and ſtedfaſt Belief of the Exiſtence 
| of God, true Notions of his Nature, and 
a lively Senſe of his Character, as the 
Father, Governor, and Judge of Man- 
kind, 


Of a Jutare fudgment. 


effectually fortify us, againſt all Tempta- 
tions, that would ſeduce us from our Al- 
legiance and Duty to him, and make us 
careful to perform every Part of that Ser- 


vice which he requireth from us. How, 


indeed, if we have any Ingenuity and 
Nobleneſs of Spirit, any Principles of 
Generoſity and Gratitude in our Hearts, 
can we ever think of offending our moſt 
gracious Father, from whom we have 
derived our Beings, and from whoſe 
Goodneſs we receive whatever is neceſ- 


ſary for the higheſt and *moſt , perfect 


Happineſs of our Nature? Or, of coun- 


teracting the Will of our natural, and 
moſt rightful Lord and Maſter, whoſe 
Government over us, is founded in the 
Principles of everlaſting Truth, Equity, 
and Goodneſs? Muſt we not rather be 
ambitious of pleaſing him, and eſteem 
it our higheſt Dignity and Glory, to 


merit and obtain his Approbation ? And 


if we have any rational and fixed Regard. 


to our own Intereſt, how can we ever 


dare to diſobey that one Lawgiver, who 
is able to ſave, and to deſtroy ; who, after 


he hath killed, hath Power to caſs into 
Hell? Will we inſolently ſet his Juſtice 
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and Power at Defiance, and enter into 4 


V. Conteſt with him, as if we were ſtronger 


than he? Shall we not rather tremble at 
the Thought of falling under his Dil- 
pleaſure, and never be eaſy, till by a 
Life of univerſal Purity and Righteoul- 
neſs, we have dclivered ourſelves from 
all Apprehenſions of his Condemnation, 
and laid a reaſonable Foundation for our 
having a Confidence in his Mercy and Fa- 
vour ? It is plainly impoſſible, if we really 
believe in God, and entertain juſt and 
lively Seatiments of his Excellence and 
Perfection, and of the Relations, in which 
he ſtandeth to us, not to be folicitous 
to honour, obey, and pleaſe him. Some 
Sort of Infidelity, or at leaſt ſome very 
faulty Inattention to Principles, acknow- 
edged and admitted with reſpect to the 
Deity, muſt lie at the Bottom of thoſe 
great Corruptions and Diſorders, which 
are to be found among Mankind. 
But a ſerious and lively Perſuaſion of 
the Exiſtence of God, and of our Subjec- 
tion, and Accountableneſs to him, as 
our moral Governor and Judge, muſt not 
only guard our Innocence, and engage us 
to a Performance of our Duty in general, 
| but 


F 
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but ſhould, in all Reaſon, make us whol- Ser mM. 


ly intent on performing our Duty, and to 


look on Obedience to the Will of God, as —_ 


the principal and moſt momentous Concern 
of our Lives. For who, that reflects on his 
Situation in this World ; that he is ſtation- 
ed here but for a ſhort and a very uncertain 
Time; and knows that his preſent State 


is a Scene of Diſcipline and Probation for 


an eternal one; that the Conſequences of 
his Behaviour in this tranſitory Life, will 
extend themſelves into the remoteſt Fu- 
turity; that he ſhall reap hereafter, that 


which he now ſoweth, either in an Ad- 


vancement to a State of the higheſt Dig- 
nity, Honour, and Joy, or in his falling 
under the moſt intolerable and laſting In- 
famy, Contempt, and Miſery; who that 
conſiders and believes this, and hath a 
juſt and deep Impreſſion of it in his Mind, 
will not be, above all things, careful to 
obey his Maker, and righteous Governor, 
and by a patient Continuance in Well-domg, 
to feek for Glory, and Honour, and Immor- 
tality; and to avoid whatever would be 
diſpleafing to his ſupreme Ruler and 
Judge, and which, in the End; would 
expoſe him to everlaſting Confuſion -and 

Diſtreſs, 
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Diſtreſs. To one who thinks truly in 


this Matter, how poor and inſignificant, 
how empty and vain a Phantom, muſt 
this World appear? And how muſt he 


undervalue and deſpiſe whatever is moſt 


gay and iplendid, and moſt alluring and 
pleaſing in it, in compariſon of that State 
of Heart, and that Tenour of Life, which 


will give him a well-grounded Confidence 


towards God, and good Hopes as to his 
future and everlaſting Condition ? 

Here certainly all the ſtrongeſt Princi- 
ples in the Conſtitution of Man, both the 
generous Sentiments of their Minds, and 
their private Affections, both their Love 
of Virtue, and their Deſire of Happineſs, 
muſt concur in determining and prompt- 
ing them, to the ſteady and uniform Pur- 
ſuit of Righteouſneſs in this World, as 
being the only thing that can raiſe them to 
a State of conſummate Dignity and Glory, 
and of perfect Safety and F elicity in the 


next. 


How muſt the Conſideration of our 
probationary State in this Life, and its 
Connexion with our eternal Condition in 


the next, if calmly entered into and 


ſuffered to take a full Poſſeſſion of the 
5 Mind, 


| Expectations of that ſubſtantial and un- 


mean, deceitful, and uncertain Joys, 
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Mind, controul and moderate our Defires SERM. 
and Affections, towards all the grand Ob- V. 

jects of the Purſuits of Men in this 
World? How, for Inſtance, muſt it check 
and reſtrain us in the Career of our Am- 
bition, when for obtaining ſome. Marks 
of Diſtinction and Applauſe from vain 


Mortals, that Paſſion would carry us to 
do things unbecoming the true Dignity 
of our Nature, and inconſiſtent with our 


fading Honour, which cometh from God? 
How muſt it likewiſe damp us, if engag- 
ed in a Courſe of licentious, or fantaſtic _ 
Pleaſure, and make us ſick of thoſe 


which vaniſh in a Moment, which at 
beſt oratiff only our lower Powers of 
Senſation and Perception, which impair 
our higher Faculties, and bring manifold 
Inconveniencies on us at preſent, and 
which would at laſt exclude us from that 
Fulneſs of Toy, which is in the Preſence of 
God, and deprive us of the moſt ſublime, 
ſolid, and manly Delights, which will be 
the Product of Improvements in Wiſdom _ 
and Virtue for evermore ? And how muſt 
the ſame Conſideration diſconcert and 
8 | __ confound 
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Of a future Judgment. 


confound our Schemes of Avarice, and 
convince us, if any thing at all can, 


—— of the monſtrous Folly, of laying up 


Goode for ourſelues for many Years upon 


Earth, while we ſet no Value on the true 
Riches, and are at no Pains to intitle our- 
ſelves to that Inheritance which 1s mcor- 


ruptible, and undefiled, and vieh never 
fadeth away? Without all queſtion, a 


ftrong, ſerious, and lively Conviction of 
the Eye of God being always upon us 


in this World, and of the ſtrict account 


which we are to give of ourſelves to him 


in the next, muſt prevent all the Exor- 


bitancies, or criminal Exceſſes of our 
Paſſions and Affections, give theſe a good 
and happy Direction, and keep. them in 
a perfect Subordination to the one great 
Deſire of approving ourſelves to our Go- 
vernor and Judge, and of obtaining from 
him, in the great Day of Retribution, 
the glorious Reward, which he hath 
prepared for his faithful Servants, 

Let us take care, therefore, to fixa 
Belief of the preſent Superintendency of 
God, and of his future Judgment of us, 
firm and durable, vigorous and intereſting 
in our Minds: Let us beware of giving 
only 


Of a future Judgment. 


| only an implicit Aſſent to theſe great SBRM.. 
| Principles of Religion, and of entertain- 
ing merely ſpeculative Notions of them, 
which would probably make them to 
have but very little Effect upon us; but 


let us ſettle our Faith of them upon a 
ſolid Foundation, by conſidering, and 
frequently reviving the rational Evidences, 
upon which they ſtand ; and let us raiſe 
and enliven our Apprehenſions of them, 
by a ſerious, and an habitual Attention to 
their awful, and moſt momentous Con- 
ſequences. Then ſhall we find their 


Force and Virtue, in fortifying us againſt 


all Temptations to Sin, and in rendering 
us univerſally and eminently holy and 
righteous; in reſtraining us from the 


Gratification of every ſecret Luſt, as well 


as from the Commiſſion of open and no- 
torious Crimes, ſince we know, that God 
will bring every Work mto Judgment, with 
every ſecret Thing, whether it be good, or 
whether it be evil; in making us afraid 
even of leſſer Sins, fince theſe will here- 
after be inquired into, and may be the 
Ground of «ur Condemnation ; and in 
filling us with a Horror of doing any 


Act of enormous Wickedneſs; in a word, 


in 
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Of a future Judgment. 
it making us to labour and ſtrive in- 
ceſlantly, to cleanſe ourſelves from all Fil. 
thineſs both of the Fleſh and Spirit, to 
get rid of every moral Defe& and Ble- 
miſh, and to arrive at a ſublime De- 


gree of inward Purity, and great Im- 


provements in all worthy and commend- 
able Qualities, which alone can recom- 
mend us to the Favour of him, who, 
without reſpect of Perſons, without re- 
garding the extrinſic Character, and Cir- 
cumſtances of Men, will judge every 


Man, according to the real Nature and 


Quality of his Works. TIT ſhall con- 


clude with the folemn Admonition of 


St. Peter, when ſpeaking of the End of 
this World, and the Approach of the 
laſt Judgement; and the affectionate 
Exhortation of St. Paul, after contem- 
plating the Happineſs, to which the 
Reſurrection will introduce good Men 


in a future State: Seeing then, ſaith St. 


Peter, that all theſe Things ſhall be dif- 


Solved, what manner of Perſons, ought 
ye to be, in all holy Converſation and 


Godlineſs; looking for and haſtning to 
the coming of the Day of God. There- 


fore, my belvved Brethren, faith St. Paul, 


continue 


* 
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continue ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, always SER M. 
abounding in the Work of the Lord; for- V. 


aſmuch as ye know, that your Labour © 
will not be in vain in the Lord. 


© 
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EE $ERMON VI. 
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ſoweth. | - 


GALATIANS, VI. 7. 


N 4 WWhatſever a Man foweth, that ue he 
4 55 reap. 


SerM. \ HAT the Apoſtle here a as 
VI. to the Conſequences of the moral 


holds univerſally true as to the Conſe- 
quences of them in all Caſes ; that hat- 
foever they ſow, that ſhall they alſo reap : 
For it is a fundamental Rule of the divine 
Government over Mankind, to make their 
Enjoyments and Sufferings neceſſarily de- 
pendent on their Conduct, and to propor- 
tion the Degrees of their Happineſs, or 
Miſery, particularly to the moral Good, 
or Evil of it. Now if we can ſatisfy 
| ourſelves of the Truth of yu Principle, 
and 


Of a Man's reaping whatever he 


— Actions of Men, in a particular Caſe, , 
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and keep up a juſt and lively Senſe of it SERM. 
| in our Minds, it muſt certainly be of the VI. 
greateſt Uſe for the good Government of Ss 
| our Lives, and for ſecuring to us the 
| higheſt and moſt durable Happineſs, of 
which we are. capable. | 
For illuſtrating and eſtabliſhing the 
Principle, whieh the Apoſtle here lays 
down, we muſt obſerve, that the Ideas 
of Virtue and Happineſs, as they are the 
moſt important and iniereſting of any 
with which we are acquainted, ſo in the 
Order of Nature, they ſtand connected in 
our Minds; there being a Merit in Vir- 
tue, which not only makes us to approve 
and love it's Poſſeſſor, and ready to con- - 
1 I ffibute what may be in our Power to his 
Satisfaction and Welfare, but which in 
our Eſtimation, entitles him to the Ap- 
If probation and good Offices of all other 
intelligent moral Beings, and to any Hap= 
nels which they may be able to confer 


C 


h upon him : As on the. contrary there 1s an 
. | Il-deſert in Vice, which, in the groſſer 
2 Inſtances of it, renders him who practiſes 
\r it quite odious, and in our Apprehenſion, 


d, juſtly obnoxious to Suffering, or Puniſh- 
ment, from thoſe, who have Authority 
Vox. I. 5 and 


* 


Of Man's reaping what he ſoweth. 


SERM. and Power to inflict it on them. This 
VI. is by no means a fanciful, or groundleſs 
Account of the Conſtitution of our Na- 


ture; nothing, on the contrary, being 
more certain, and evident upon the leaſt 
Reflection, than that we have a Faculty, 
which very uniformly and ſteadily fur- 
niſhes us with Notions of the Lovelineſs 
and Merit of Virtue, or of the honeſt, ge- 
nerous, and benevolent Affections and Ac- 
tions of Mankind, and of the Baſeneſs and 
Ill-deſert of Vice, or of all the iniquitous, 
malevolent, and meanly low and ſordid 
Paſſions and Practices of Men; and likewiſe 
that this Paculty is naturally and rightful- 
ly the Guide of Life in us, as well as the 
principal Source, from whence our Hap- 
pineſs, or Enjoyment flows. Now as we 
are almoſt neceſſarily led to form our No- 
tions of the Powers and Perfections of 
all ſuperior Natures, from ſome Reſem- 
blance or Analogy to what we account 
moſt excellent and perfect in ourſelves, we 
can hardly help concluding, that this fame 
Power of diſcerning the Excellence and 


Rewardableneſs of Virtue, = the Vile- 


neſs and Ill-deſert of Vice, oicſome Prin- 
ciple correſponding to it, belongs to the 
; | higher 


= 
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even to the original ſupreme Mind him- 


| ſelf. So much is evident, that this is a 


Perfection worthy of the higheſt and moſt 
exalted Spirits, and that wichous ſuppoſ- 
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i higher Intelligences in the Univerſe, and SER. 


2 
— 


ing it to belong to God, it would be hard 


to entertain any intelligible or conſiſtent 


Notions of his Dignity; nor could we at 


all ſee how a Foundation could be laid for 


his compleat or conſummate Happineſs. 
If, therefore, God muſt neceſſarily be 
ſenſible of the Dignity and Worth of mo- 


ral Goodneſs, and of the Baſeneſs and 


Unworthineſs of all moral Depravity, 
there is a certain Foundation laid for the 
Exerciſe. of his diſtributive Juſtice in the 
Conduct of the Affairs of Mankind, and 


he muſt make them happy, or miſerable, 


according to the moral Good or Evil of 
their Actions. The entire Scheme of the 
wo Adminiſtration of God with reſpect 
to Men, 1s not yet indeed unfolded to us : 


We ſee the Foundations and the Begin- 


nings of it plainly enough in the preſent 
Order of Things; we ſee ſome what of a 
gencral Plan of it in the Conſtitution of 
Nature, and the Conduct of human Af- 
fairs even in this World; but the Con- 

„ ſummation, 
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SER. ſummation, or final Accompliſhment of 


VI. 


it will be in 4 future State, when God will 


take to him his great Power, and will reign ; 
when he will moſt illuſtriouſly diſplay 
himſelf, as the holy, righteous, and al- 
mighty Governor of rational Agents, ren- 
dering particularly to Mankind, accord- 


ing to the Nature and Quality of their 


Works, and even according to the Mea- 


ſure, or Degree of Good, or Evil, that is 


in them. In this Exactneſs of Diſtribu- 
tion, according to the Degrees of moral 
Good and Evil in Men, or in making 
every one of them 7o reap, in a juſt Propor- 
tion to what he hath ſown, the Perfection of 


the divine Government over them conſiſts. 


But this is a Point of too great Importance 
to be admitted raſhly, or without ſuffici- 
ent Proof: Let us therefore conſider what 
Evidence we have, that God, agreeably 
to*the Notions which we naturally have 
of his Purity and Righteouſneſs, actually 
makes this the Rule of his Government 
over Men, that each one ſhall reap in Hap- 


pineſs or Miſery, as he hath ſown to the Spi- | 


rit, or to the Fleſh ; or as he hath employ- 
ed himſelf in virtuous Exerciſes, or gone 


on in a Courſe of Vice; how far this Rule 
| takes 


'\ 


1 en 


0% Man's reaping what he ſooeth. 


exactly in a future State. 
Firft, Let us conſider how far this Rule, 


takes place in this preſent State. Now as 


to this; though God hath ſo contrived 
and ordered Things, as that many Bleſ- 
ſings and Advantages accrue to Men, and 
many Evils and Calamities befal them, in 
conſequence of their Behaviour, abſtract- 
ing from the Conſideration of the Morality 
or Immorality of it ; yet it is certain, that 


the greateſt Happinets or Miſery, which 


they experience in this World, is the 
Product of their Actions confidered ſtrict- 


ly as morally good or evil. For in the 


Firſt place, that moral Power, with which 
the, Author of Nature hath endowed us, 


which furniſhes us with the Notions of 


Good ind Evil, of a right and wrong 
Conduct, which points out and preſcribes 
our r Duty to us, enforces its own Dictates, 
or the Law which it lays us under, with 
the moſt powerful Sanction ; an immedi- 
ate lively Approbation ourſelves, upon 
our complying with the Rule of our 
Duty, which is always accompanied with 
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takes place in this preſent World, and SeRM, 


upon what Foundation we may expect VI. 
that it will take place more rann and 8 
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| SERM. the pureſt Delight and Peace, and the ful- 


VI. 


leſt Security and Confidence; and the 
moſt grievous Self- condemnation, if we 


tranſgreſs the Law of our Nature, which 


is naturally productive of great Remorſe, 
Diſturbance, and Confuſion, and the moſt 
alarming Preſages, Jealouſies, and Fears. 
That Men neceſſarily feel, in ſome De- 


gree at leaſt, the ee and Joys of 
Self- apprbbation, and the Pains and Tor- 


ments of a Self- condemning Mind, ac- 


cording as they comply with, or treſpaſs 


againſt the Dictates of their Conſciences, 
in a Life of Piety, Purity, Juſtice, and 
Humanity, or the contrary, is a Matter 
of the moſt intimate Conſciouſneſs and 
Experience. And whoever have duly re- 
flected on the Pleaſures and Pains iſſuing 
from theſe Sources, muſt certainly ac- 
knowledge them to be the moſt impor- 
tant and affecting of any with which we 
are acquainted. The clear and entire Ap- 
probation of our Hearts, upon taking an 


_ impartial Survey of our Conduct, is a 


Thing which diffuſeth itſelf ſo agreeably 
through our whole F rame, giving us ſuch 
a high Reliſh of the Dignity and Excel- 


| lence of our N ature, ſo much Satisſaction 


and 


the 
ich 


oft 


TIS, 


them, are ſo far perceive 
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confident Opinion of our r e 
to other intelligent and moral Beings, and 
particularly to him whoſe Approbation 


and Favour are of infinite Moment to us, 


that it plainly conſtitutes our principal 
Happineſs, in compariſon of which all 
other Inſtances of Pleaſure, or Good, 
may be ſaid to be nothing. And on the 
other hand, the Condemnation of our 
Conſciences, ariſing from a Senſe of our 
Depravity and Guilt, ſo wounds and 
grieves our Spirits, makes us, whenever 


we ſeriouſly attend to our State, fo con- 
ſtantly uneaſy and diſpleaſed with our- 
ſelves, and raiſes ſuch Suſpicion, Perplexi- 


ty, and Dread in us, that it is certainly 
the moſt inſupportable Evil which we 
can endure. It is true, that the whole 
Effect either of the A pprobation, or Con- 
demnation of the Mind, is not always 
perceived by Men in this preſent State; 


But notwithſtanding all Obſtacles or Hin- 


drances to their Operation, the Effects of 
and felt by 


them, as may ſufficient] convince them, 
if they are at all ingenuous, that the one 


is the higheſt Happineſs which they can 


L 4 poſſeſs, 
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VI. 


by 

1 

: 1 

1 

B off 

Wy 

TA 

Jy 

4; 

446 
"i 

ö 
1 
aY 
4 
1 
5 
1 


152 Of Man's reapins what he fexeth, 

SERM; poſſeſs, and the other the moſt grievous 
VI. Miſery, that can befall them in this 
World. Now as God. hath fo ordered 
Things, that we muſt perceiye, and re- 
flect on our Actions, as they are morally 
good, or evil, and in conſequence. of this 
partake of the higheſt Pleaſure, or feel the 
moſt unſufferable Pain; it is evident that 
he hath begun a ſtrictly moral Admini- 
ſtration, that he is even now dealing with 
us in the Character of a righteous Gover- 
nor, and rewarding, or punithing us, ac- 
cording to the Merit, or Demerit of our 

Behaviour. | 1: 
Secondly, It 1s farther Evident, that God 
is at preſent acting towards us, in the 
Character of a rightepus Governor, and 
making us to enjoy, or ſuffer, in ſome 
Proportion to the moral Good or Evil of 
our Conduct; from this Conſideration, 
that the Eſteem, or Contempt, in which 
we are held by others, the good Offices 
vrhich we receive from them, or the Ne- 
glect, or Reſentment with which we ware 
ö treated by them, which are plainly of 
great Moment to our preſent Happineſs, 
or Miſery, depend very much on our mo- 
| nal Character and Behaviour. As the 
| | | moral 


and Indignation againſt the latter. And 


Of Man's reaping what be ſoweth, 


moral Powers of Nature are the fame in SERM. 
all Men, they exert themſelves very uni- VI. 


formly, in judging, not only o four own 
Conduct, but of that of others, at leaſt in 


all great de e Inſtances. There 


is no Man, who is eminently, either good, 
or bad, who is not almoſt univerſally 
known to be ſuch; and who conſequent- 
ly, is not either honoured, loved, and be- 


friended, or deſpiſed, hated, and aban- 


doned, notonly by the Wiſe and Virtuous, 
but by the generality of Men. There are 
ſome indeed, who are diſpoſed to give as 


little Attention as is poſſible, to the Mo- 


rality either of their own Actions, or thoſe 
of their Neighbours; who will, perhaps, 
even pretend an Inſenſibility as to this 
Point, and alledge that the ſuppoſed Dif- 


ference between moral Good, and Evil, 
is without Foundation: Vet, even theſe 


cannot always act conſiſtently with this 


Theory; as they are ſometimes apparent- 
Jy ſtruck with the Beauty of an extraordi- 
narily good and worthy Character, and 
ſhocked with the Deformity of a groſly 
vile and baſe one, and full of Admiration 


and Praiſe of the former, and of Hatred 


it 
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it is plain, that the greateſt Part of Men, 


are prone to receive ſtrong Impreſſions of 


thoſe they converſe with, from the ap- 


parent good or evil of their Conduct; 


that they are always ready to approve, ap- 
plaud, and favour a generous Patriot, or a 
Man of approved Truth and Honeſty, 


while they expreſs a Diſlike, Deteſtation, 


and Abhorrence, of a profligate abandon- 
ed Wretch, or of one who cooly turns 
out a Villain. Indeed a thoroughly good 
CharaQter, hath, in ſeveral Inſtances, 
force enough, to raiſe its Poſſeſſor, tho 
perhaps but of low Condition in Life, to 
a Station of Dignity and honourable Truſt 
in Society ; while a ftrikingly bad one 
ſometimes depreſſes a Man of a much 


higher Rank and Situation, and draws 


on him a deſerved Puniſhment for his En- 


ormities; from which however, without 


a ſtrong Conception of Wrong and Guilt, 
annexed, in the Minds of Men, to the 
Miſchiefs which he hath done to Society, 
he might very poſſibly have eſcaped, It 
muſt ſtill be owned, that Men in this 


World, are far from being always eſteem-. 


ed and regarded, in an exact Proportion to 


their Merit, or deſpiſed and deteſted ac- 


a cording 


of Man's reaping wwhat he fo werb. 


cording to the full Meaſure of their IIl- SNN. 
deſerts; for which there are very obvious = | 


Reaſons in the preſent State of Things. 
It is however undeniable, that not only 


according to the original Conſtitution of 


Nature, all good Men are to be highly 
eſteemed and loved by their Fellows, and 
the Bad to be treated by them, with a 
Contempt and Reſentment proportioned 
to the Depravity of their Conduct; but 
that the Virtuous, merely in the View of 
being virtuous, uſually meet with many 


Inſtances of Reſpect, Congratulation, and 


even of Favour and Aſſiſtance, as they 
may occaſionally want them from their 
Neighbours; and ſometimes receive di- 
ſtinguiſhing Marks of Honour and Confi- 


dence from the Public: And that the 


Vicious, conſidered as ſuch, fall under 
many Diſgraces, Mortifications, and In- 
conveniences in ordinary Life, and in ſe- 
veral Caſes, under an extraordinary Degree 


of Infamy and Suffering from the Juſtice 


of Society. Now from hence it is plain, 
that he, who ruleth over all, hath already 
inſtituted a righteous Government over 
Mankind ; that he is now making them 
to reap as they have ſown, or to partake of 
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Of Man reaping what he foweth. 


SRM. Happineſs, or Miſery, according to the 


1 


Goodneſs, or Depravity of their Conduct, 
though not in fo high a Degree, as is 
neceſſary for compleating the Scheme of 
his moral Adminiſtration. 


Let us add, in the laſt place, that the 


natural Fruit of a Life of Virtue, of ſtrict 


| Juſtice, Fidelity, honeſt Induſtry, Fruga- 


lity, Sobriety, and Temperance, is Health, 
Quietneſs, Security, and a Competence at 


: leaſt, of outward Advantages ; and that 


the common Effects of Vice, or of 2 


Courſe of Diſhoneſty, Fraud, and Op- 


preſſion, and of Riot, Lewdneſs, and De- 
bauchery, is the Loſs of Health, Fortune, 
and Eaſe, with Perplexities and Diſtreſ- 
ſes of various Kinds. Theſe are Conſe- 
quences which may be expected from 


Virtue, or Vice, reſpectively, as the one, 
or other is prevalent in the Conduct of 


Men, according to the ordinary ſettled 


Courſe of Things; and it ſeems plain 


enough from Obſervation and Experience, 
that they are the actual Conſequences of 
them in moſt Caſes, though not uniformly 


in all: Which is a farther Argument, 


that God at preſent inſpects and animad- 


verts upon the Behaviour of Men as in- 
telligent 


6 


Of Man's reaping what he foweth. 


| telligent moral Agents; that he counte- SERM. 


nances and Sang; them, or diſcounte- 
nances and diſcourages them, as the Te- 


nure of their Actions is morally 200d, 


or evil, in his Eyes. 

Thus we ſee that the Rule of abe 
Men to reap, as they ſow, takes place in a 
conſiderable Degree even in this World : 
Let us now conſider, upon what, Foun- 


dation, we may expect that it will take 


place more perfectly under the divine Ad- 
miniſtration in a future State. 

Now the main Foundation of this 1 
pectation, i is plainly laid in the Nature of 
God: He is a Being inveſted with thoſe 


Powers and Properties, which neceſſarily 


conſtitute him the holy and righteous Go- 
vernor of Men, which both enable and 


determine him to take Notice of their 
Conduct, as it is morally good, or evil, 


and to reward, or puniſh them in a due 


Proportion. In conſequence of this, we find 


that he hath exhibited. to us in the Con- 
ſtitution and Order of Nature, the Scheme 5 
of a righteous Adminiſtration, actually be- 


gun, and carried a conſiderable Length by 
him, even in this World, under which, 


the Good, in conſequence c of their Good- 


neſs, 


Ke; . 
e 


* 8 1 N 1 d 
ha Ws - — a — © — 4 
wr by oh r 3 
o ——U—U— —3f—— — E 3 


N N 4 
— = 3 „ * 6 * 
r * — =. + 

ww 0 8 PR. 25 r 


ä 


2 
3 


1 oo = 


* 
— 2 — 


— * = — 
2 * 
n 
—_— 
9 


SERNM. neſs, enjoy the higheſt Happineſs of which 
VI. they have any Experience, and the Bad, 


Righteouſneſs as the Light, and bis Fudg- 
„„ 


Of Man's reaping what he ſoweth. 


as ſueh, are often expoſed to the moſt 
grievous Sufferings ; and that the natural 


Tendency of his Scheme, is to make them 


reſpectively happy, or miſerable, in the 
utmoſt Degree, according to their Merit 


or Demerits; though it is certain, that 
from ſeveral Cauſes, this Tendency is fre- 


quently ineffectual; and that neither the 


Enjoyments of the one ſort ; nor the Suf- 


ferings of the other, are now in ſuch a 


full and exact Proportion. We may 


therefore, conclude, that the ſame eſſen- 
tial Attributes of God, which make him 
the moral Governor of Men, which move 
him at all to interpoſe and intereſt him- 
ſelf in their Affairs, will determine him; 
not to leave his Work imperfect, but to 
carry the Scheme of his pure and juſt Go- 
vernment over them, more effectually. into 
Execution, and to finiſh and compleat it 
in a future State; that the Time will come 
when the Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Equity, 
and Impartiality of the divine Adminiſtra- 
tion, will be clear beyond all Poſſibility of 
Exception; when God will bring forth bi 


ment 


the temporary Obſtacles to the natural 
Tendency and Operation of Virtue, and 
Vice, ariſing only from the State of this 


World, being removed, good Men ſhall 


be put into the moſt advantageous Situa- 
tion, for making a continual Progreſs in 


Virtue, and enjoying all the Pleaſure, 
Dignity, and Honour, which are the ge- 


nuine Reſult of their. excellent Qualities ; 
and the Wicked, being overwhelmed with 
their Impieties and Corruptions, ſhall ſink 
into a State of the greateſt Baſeneſs, and 
the moſt abſolute and conſummate Infamy 
and Wretchednelſs. 

Why the moral Government of God 
with reſpe& to Men, is not more perfect 
in this Life, is a Queſtion, which if we 
were able, yet we need not be ſolicitous 
to reſolve. It is enough, that we ſee, a 
wiſe and juſt Order is even now prevalent 


in the Conduct of human Affairs, that a 
general Plan of a righteous Adminiſtration 


is fairly diſplayed to us, in the Conſti- 


tution and Courſe of Nature, under which 
great Support and Encouragement is given 


to 
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| ment as the Noon-day ; when he will moſt SER. 
| gloriouſly ſhew himſelf to be the Patron VI. 
of Virtue, and the Enemy of Vice; when 
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160 Of Mans reaping what he ſoweth. 
SERM. to the Intereſt, of Virtue, and good Men 


VI. 


— 


enjoy the pureſt and higheſt Happineſs of 


which they are ſenſible, and great Diffi- 
culties and Diſeouragements are thrown in 
the Ways of Vice, and the Wicked are 
expoſed to many Evils and Calamities, 


and frequently to the moſt exquiſite Diſ- 
treſs and Torment. Upon this Foun- 
dation, we may juſtly expe& a more per- 
fect Scene to come, when the Govern- 


ment of God over Mankind will be finiſh- 


ed and accompliſhed, by an exact and 


commenſurate Diſtribution of his Favour 


or Diſpleaſure, or of Enjoyments, or Suf- 
ferings to them, according to the Good, 
or Evil of their Deeds. This exact diſtri- 


butive Juſtice, it is plain, doth not take 
place in the preſent Diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence; nor is it poſlible that it ſhould, 


without unhinging the World, or fſul- 
pending,..or altering thoſe general Laws, 
which are abſolutely neceſſary for its ſup- 
port. From whence, in the mean time, 


this Good reſults, that the preſent World, 
is admirably fitted to be a Scene for diſ- 
ciplining and forming the Minds of Men, 
for exerciſing, improving, and brighten- 


ing their Virtues, and in a Word, for 
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preparing and training them up for that SRM. 
ſublime and perfect State, which from our VI. 
natural Notions of God, and what we ob 


ſerve of the Conduct of Providence here, 
we may aſſure ourſelves is to take place 
hereafter, where good Order ſhall univer- 
ally and finally prevail, and both the Re- 
wards of good Men, and the Puniſhments 
of the Bad, ſhall be abſolutely compleat 
and full. Whether this State of perfect 
Order, and exact Retribution, is to ſuc- 
ceed immediately to this preſent one, or 
whether Men are not te go through 
lome farther preparatory and probationary 
Scenes, before they arrive at it, is per- 
haps a Point, which could not be eaſily 
determined merely by the Aſſiſtance of 
Reaſon. But here the Revelation of the 
oſpel hath given us abundant Satisfac- 
ton; by informing us, that at the End of 
bis World cometh the Harveſt, when the 
great Houſeholder ſball fend. forth his Reap- 
% who will gather out of his Kingdom all 
Things that offend, and them that do Iniquity, 
md .caſt them into a Furnace of Fire; 
vhile the righteous ſhall ſhine forth as the 
un, in the Kingdom. of their Father, and 
main in a State of perfect and uninter- 
upted Glory and Happineſs for ever. 
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SERM. 


The 


Manis reaping what. he ſoweth. 


1 ſhall conelude with two or three 
Reflections on what hath been diſcourſ. y 
ed. | tl 

1. We may ſee the Perfection of the di- ¶ ſc 


vine Government, above all the Govern- li 


tranſgreſs them, without meeting, ſome- 


' ſerve. God is ſuch a Maſter, that as none 
they /erve him for nougbr; ſo neither ſhall 


and impenitently, with Impunity. It 


ment and Rule of Men, whoſe Laws, how- 
ever cautiouſly framed, may be, and in 
many Inſtances are eluded and rendered in- 
effectual and uſeleſs : Whereas the Laws of 
God certainly and infallibly execute them- 
ſelves ; ſo that Men cannot obſerve, or 


time or other, with the adequate Re- 
wards, or Puniſhments, which they de- 


ſhall have it in their power to ſay that 


any be able to offend him, preſumptuouſly 


any /in againſt him, let them be fare, as 


Moſes ſpeaks to the People of Trae), that in 


their Sin, ſooner, or later, will find them out. ou! 


Even if they ſhould be grown ſo! ſtupid ſui 


and callous, as to eſcape, in a great Mea- to 

ſure, from the Stings and Laſhes of thei wit 

Conferences in this World; or if they beh 

ſhould be ſo great and powerful, and . joir 

beſet with Flattery, as to go on in thei] in « 
| Vices 
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Wigs: without much Infany, or Incon- SERM, 
venience of any ſort from Men, yet ſtill VI. 


the Time will come, when their Con- 
ſciences will certainly awaken, and rage 
like Furies within them; when they 
ſhall be filled, not only with the moſt 
grievous inward Remorſe and Anguiſh, 
but the 'moſt apparent Confuſion and 
Horrour, before God, Angels, and Men, 
and find that by their profligate and aban- 
doned Courſe in this World, they have 
been treaſuring up for themſelves, Wrath 
arainſt the Day of Wrath, and the Revela- 
tion of the righteous Fudgment of God. A 
great deal of wiſe Order, and beautiful 
Contrivance, may be diſcerned, even in 
that part of the Plan of the divine Admi- 
niſtration, which is already before our 
Eyes : But when the whole Scheme ſhall 
be finiſhed and diſcloſed, and we ſhall ſee 
in the laſt Reſult, both the inward and 
outward State of all Perſons, perfectly 
ſuited and adapted to their real Characters, 
to their reſpective Merits and Demerits, 
with what Admiration and Praiſe ſhall we 
behold it ! And how ready ſhall we be to 
Join in that celeſtial Song, ſaid to be uſed, 
in confequence of a Manifeſtation of the 
M 2 equitable 
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SERM. 
VI. 


Of Man's reaping what he ſowetb. 
equitable Judgments of God. Great and 
marvellous are thy Works, Lord God Al- 
mighty, guſt and true are thy Ways, thou 
King of Saints: Who ſhall not fear thee, O 


Lord, and glorify thy Name ? for thou. only 


art holy. 

2. From what hath been ſaid, we may 
ſee the infinite Abſurdity of all thoſe Ex- 
pedients, whereby fooliſh Men endeavour 


to attain to a State of Happineſs, and the 


a Meockery of God. Be not decerved, - ſaith 


Favour of God, excluſive of moral Piety 
and Virtue. All Expedients to this Pur- 


Poſe, are plainly ſo many Attempts, not 


only to contradict the poſitive Appoint- 
ment or Will of God, but to reverſe the 
very Conſtitution and Order of Nature ; 
and muſt therefore neceſſarily be altoge- 
ther vain and unſucceſsful, as much ſo, as 
that Attempt would be, which deſigned to 
produce Grapes from Thorns, or Figs fron 
Thiftles. The Apoſtle indeed repreſents 


theſe Endeavours in a worſe Light, than 


that of being merely weak and fooliſh, as 


he, God is not mocked; for whatſoever a 
Man foweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. And 
certainly whoever imagine, that they can 
elude, or diſappoint the Intention of God, 
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in making Happineſs to. be the Fruit, or SERM. 
| Effect only of a good moral State ; who- 


ever think that they can recommend 
themſelves to his Favour, by ſome differ- 


ent Methods, from thoſe which he hath. 


preſcribed for obtaining it, may be ſaid to 
infult, or mock him, as much as it is in their 
power to do ſo. But ſuch will undoubt- 
edly find that he is not 70 be mocked by 
them, and that e Foundation which he 
hath laid, ftlandeth ſure; that there is no 
Peace to the Wicked ; that Light is ſown 
only o the Righteous, and Gladneſs only to 
the upright in Heart; that we muſt neceſ- 
tarily Gave our Fruit unto Holineſs, that our 
End may be everlajiins Life; and that to 
them only who by a patient Continuance in 
IWell-doing, ſeek for Glory, Honour, and Im- 
mortality, God will render eternal Life 3 


whereas Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation 


ond Anguiſh ſhall be upon every Soul of Man 
that deeth Evil And ſhall ſee that all their 
ſuperſtitious Commutations, all their fond 
Devices and Inventions for ſupplying the 
Want of true Goodneſs, whether they be 
Penances, Pilgrimages, Abſoluttons, outward 
Devotions, inward Heats and Raptures, or of 
whatever other Sort they are, are but ſo 

M 3 many 
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166 Of Man's reaping what he ſoweth. 
SRM. many Sorceries, as St. Fobn ſtyles them, ot 
VI. Artifices for deceiving their own Minds, 
— and deſtroying themſelves quietly and 
without Diſturbance. 

3. Laſtly, The Conſideration of what 
hath been diſcourſed, calls moſt earneſtly 
upon us, to abound in all the Ads of an 
univerſally pure and virtuous Converſation, 


If the Poſſeſſion of all Virtue, be the only 
_ poſſible Foundation of our Happineſs, if it MW © 


be neceſſary even to deliver us from the i ® 
moſt dreadful Miſery, what ſtronger Mo- ec 
tive can there be to excite us to the Ac- * 
quiſition of it? And if the Degree of our th 
Happineſs, is to be in Proportion to our th 
Progreſs in Vistue, this, furely, muſt make th 
us very diligent in the Acquiſition of it, be 
and to exert our utmoſt Endeavours to ar- N 
rive at the greateſt Perfection in it of : 


which we are capable; to make us 20 ſow 
. 5 1 Re 
plentifully, in order to our reaping à plenti- 
ful Reward. If theſe Conſiderations have 
not their due Influence upon us, we muſt M 
be, not only loſt to all the generous Senti- pi 
ments and Paſſions of Men, but under a R 
: | 
molt ſtupid Infatuation as to.our moſt ob- 02 
vious Intereſt. And if any of us are reall; 


to unhappy, as never to have been ſeri- 
_ oully 


9 
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able Advances in Virtue, we are far 


high time now to awake, and to think 
in good Earneſt of eſcaping from a States 


Safety, but, on the contrary, the moſt 
eminent Danger, where Deſtruction is 


and, without our Retreat, will undoubt- 
edly, ſome time or other, fall moſt hea- 
ac.  vily upon us. To ſuch of us as are in 
this State, it may certainly be Matter of 
the higheſt Conſolation and Joy, to find 
ke that Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins, have 
been preached in the Name of Chriſt to all 
Nations; to be aſſured that our Heavenly 
of Father is always ready to receive his moſt 
prodigal Children upon their penitent 


2 | 

. WW Return, and that Here 7s Foy in Heaven 
Li- 5 "4: od 
ve ver every Sinner, that effetiually repenteth. 
"| Let any of us, therefore, who have 
90 been hitherto eſtranged from a Life of true 
5 Piety and Goodneſs, inſtantly ſet about a 
b. Reformation, and endeavour, by our after 


Care and Watchfulneſs, to retrieve what 
ve have loſt, to double our Zeal and Di- 
M14. —“•ò 


ouſly affected with theſe Conſiderations; SERM. 


if inſtead of having made ſome conſider- VI. 
ſunk. —— 


into a State of Wickedneſs, it is, ſurely, 
where there is not the leaſt Peace or 


every Moment hanging over our Heads, 


8 


— 


f 
7 
f 


bi 
* 
{4 
1 
bd 
$7 
. 
5 
5 
35 
14 
1 
L „ 
* 
þ 
4 
” 
1 
* 
i 
* 
1 
i” 
4 
1 
1 
S 4 
p * 
4 
# 


1 . 


. . — þ * * 

> * * * - _— 
— 8 3 h, 7 * » 
FE —— 


r* wo: Ins p 
* 


S358, „ 
. - 7 . _ " 7, * 
rere 


N 
D 
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Ae "ny in the Service of God, in order t 
VI. gur obtaining ſome juſt Aſſurance of his 
Favour, and a Title to ſome Share of the 

pure and undefiled Rewards of his King- 
dom. And as the beſt of us, are at 
times, too apt to grow remiſs and negli 

gent in the Performance of our Duty, let 


the Conſideration that our whole Being, ſl a 
or Happineſs, depends on our moral tl 
Behaviour, effectually rouſe us, and fix 5 
our Attention habitually on our Conduct, M 2 


and make us to do all we can, to cure 7 
our Imperfections, and ſupply our De- 0 
fects; to ſtrengthen and improve our / 
Virtues, and to attain to the higheſt MW #7 
Meaſures of every excellent and lovely 
Quality. And if any of us, who have þ 
ſincerely entered on a Courſe of Righte- 
ouſneſs, ſhould - mplain, (which hath Fe 
been the Caſe of ſome pious and good M 7 
Men) that we do not find that Sati- 1 ; 
faction and Comfort in it, which from 70 
the Nature of the Thing might have been M ; 
7 expected, yet let not this diſcourage us, 
or make us ever faint, or weary in Well- 
doing. This Inſenſibility to the Joys of 
pure Religion and Goodneſs, is owing 
only to ſome accidental Diſorder, in the 
a preſent 
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preſent Conſtitution of our Minds, or 272 


Bodies. We may depend upon it, that V 
if the Principles of Piety and Virtue, are 


well laid in the Heart, though for a 


Time they may ſeem to be dead, like 
Corn in Winter buried in the Earth; yet 
in the due Seaſon, they will ſpring up, 


and yield at laſt the proper Harveſt ; fo 
that they who ſow in Tears, ſhall reap 
in Joy. Let none of us, therefore, caſt 


away our Confidence, which hath great 
Recompence of Reward; for we have need 
of Patience, that after we have done the 


Will of God, we may receive the Promiſe. 


For yet a little while, and he that ſhall 


come, will come, and will not tarry. Be 


patient, therefore Brethren, unto the com- 
ing of the Lord. Behold, the Huſband- 
man waiteth for the precious Fruit of the 
Earth, and hath long Patience for it, until 
he receive the early and latter Rain. Be 
ye alſo patient ; Rabliſh your Hearts; for 
the coming of the Lord draweth ni 85. 
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S ER MON VII. 


Of an unreproaching Heart, the 
Happineſs of having it, and the 
Methods of acquiring it. 


* N 9 * — * 9 — 


Jos XXVII. 6. 
My Heart ſhall not reproach me fo long 


as I live. 
SERM. Fi HESE Words of Fob contain one 
3 of the moſt noble and worthy Re- 


— ſolutions that can be laid down by any 
| Man, and of the higheſt Conſequence both 
to his Tranquility and Peace in this pre- 

ſent Life, and his having a comfortable 

Hope, and chearful Proſpect, with reſpect 

to a future State. The Method in which 

I propoſe to diſcourſe from them, is this : 

Firſt, to conſider what that State of Mind 

or Heart is, which is neceſſary to prevent 

our 
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Of an unreproaching Heart. 


our being reproached or condemned by SER. 
ourſelves; and to render, on the contrary, VII. 


our inward Reflections a conſtant Source 
of Pleaſure, Comfort, and joyful Hope to 
us. Secondly, To repreſent the great Im- 
portance of keeping our Hearts always in 
this State. Thirdly, To lay down ſome 
Rules, in order to our doing ſo. And, 
lafily, To conclude with ſome few Reflec- 
tions on what 1s delivered. 

I. I ſhall confider what that State of 
Heart is, which is neceſſary to prevent 
our being ſelf-condemned, and which will, 
on the contrary, be a conſtant Spring of 
Pleaſure, Comfort, and Peace to us. And 


for underſtanding this, it muſt be obſerved, 


that as Men are endowed with a Senſe of 
moral Good and Evil, of Merit and De- 
merit in their own Aﬀections and Actions, 
they are by Nature a Law to themſelves, 


and have the Rule of Right, and the 


Standard of Worth and Excellence, en- 
graved on their Minds; and as they are 
capable of reflecting upon themſelves, 
upon all Deſires and Motions within them, 
as well as their external Actions, and com- 


paring the Correſpondence of theſe with 


the Law of their Nature, or their ori- 
ginal 


/ 


— — 
* 
bs BD S244; =_ "> 


Map 


» 
* 
, z 
K i; 
7 
* 
\ 
10 
LS 
2 
= 
* [$ 
= 
1 
2 
[1 
* 
15 
75 
of 
1 
0 [1 
i 
p Ml 
i 
1 
4 
4 1 


Sg. © x 
r 


1 
EEE 


: — " 


A ht 


— *; K's Ln - * 
ERS 
FF 1, b ay 

Ne ; 


. + <A 
7 ** 
n es 


OE age. er 
y L : 


ILY A 


172 


an unreproaching Heart. 


SERM. ginal Senſe of moral Goodneſs and Excel- 
VII. lence, they muſt approve or condemn 
—- themſelves, according - as they find their 


Law of their Nature, which is likewiſe 
evidently the Law of the Author of their 
Nature, or otherwiſe. This is a Fact, of 


Affections and Actions to agree with this 


which every one may be convinced from 
his own Conſciouſneſs and Experince. 


And from hence, it is plain in general, 


that the State of Heart, which is neceſſary 
to prevent all inward Reproaches and Ac- 
cuſations of ourſelves, and to give us the 
Pleaſure and Confidence of Self-approba- 
tion, is that which is formed according 
to the Dictates of our Conſciences, con- 
cerning the moral Good or Evil, the Dig- 
nity or Baſeneſs of our Conduct, in which 
all the worthy, lovely, becoming, and ho- 
nourable Affections prevail, and no Place 
is given to the contrary. 


And if we enquire what thoſe worthy, 
amiable, and becoming Affections are, the 


Prevalence of which conſtitutes that good 
State of Heart, which frees us from in- 
ward Anguiſh and Remorſe, and all the 
Pains of Self-condemnation, and which 


gives us the Delight, Joy, and Aſſurance, 


which 
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Of an unreproaching Heart. 


which flow from the Approbation of our SERM. 
Conſciences, we ſhall find them to be VII. 
more particularly ſuch as theſe; Reverence, NIN 


Love, Gratitude, Dependance, Submiſſion, 
and Reſignation with reſpect to the ,great 
Author and Governor of all Things; Pro- 
bity, Truth, Juſtice, Meekneſs, and Kind- 
neſs towards Men ; a Love of the Publick, 
and a Regard to the common Intereſt of 
the World; a Moderation of our lower 
Deſires and Paſſions, and the keeping them 
in due Subjection to the Directions of our 
ſuperior Powers; and a Cultivation of our 
higher Faculties, and more noble Affec- 
tions, and the raiſing theſe to the greateſt 
Height and Perfection that they will ad- 
mit of. Theſe are the Diſpoſitions which 


our Conſciences always approve and re- 
commend, as having an intrinſic Ex- 


cellence and Lovelineſs in them, and as 


contributing moſt effectually to the higheſt 


Dignity and Exaltation of our Nature; 


theſe are the Virtues which the Law of 
our Creation indiſpenſably requires us to 


exerciſe and cultivate; in the Practice of 
which we always find the pureſt Pleaſure, 
and from the Review of which, when duly 
cultivated by us, we obtain the moſt re- 

viving 
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.Of an unreproaching Heart, 


SERM. viving Joy and Gladneſs, and the calmeſt 


VII. 


5 


Security and Peace; and are withal filled 
with the moſt comfortable Expectations, 
from that wiſe, powerful, gracious, and 
righteous Being, upon whom the Fate of 
Mankind entirely depends, who cannot 
but approve of ſuch a worthy Conduct in 
us, and be pleaſed with our Obſervation 
of that Law, which he himſelf, in the 


Conſtitution of our _—_—_ has laid us 


under. 
This is a general Account of that State 


of Mind, which lays the Foundation of 


our inward Joy, Tranquility, and Peace. 
But for opening this Matter a little more 
fully, it muſt be conſidered, that as the 
Virtues or good Affections which have 
been mentioned, prevail in very different 


Degrees in the Hearts of Men, ſo the 


Pleaſure, Satisfaction and Peace, which 
they find in their Reflections upon their 
inward Frame, are likewiſe very different 


and unequal. Where theſe Principles 


habitually and uniformly govern, but do 
not operate with any great Life and Force, 
Men will indeed be always free from the 
Terrors and Amazements which haunt and 
purſue the Wicked, and in the Main, pats 

their 


Of an unreproaching Heart. 


their Days with Eafe and Quiet; though S ERM. 
the Apprehenſions which they muſt ſome VII. 
times unavoidably have of the Defect and * 
Imperfection of their Virtue, muſt give 

them conſiderable Anxiety and Diſturb- 

ance. Where theſe good Diſpoſitions in- 


fluence the greateſt Part of a Man's Con- 
duct with great Strength and Efficacy, 


but do not exert themſelves with perfect 


Steadineſs and Uniformity, giving Way at 
ſome Times, aad in certain Inſtances, to 
the Force of evil Paſſions, the Peace 
which the Man has, upon the Review of 
his Heart, muſt be extremely various : 
While he is under the lively Influence of 
the good Temper, and feels all the vir- 


tuous Affections, which are approved by 


his Conſcience, warm and ſtrong within 


him, he gets ſuch a Taſte of the Plea- 


| ſures of Virtue, and ſuch Quietneſs and 
Aſſurance of Mind, as raiſe him far above 


this World, and carry him in his Views 
and Hopes to the Seat of Immortality and 
Bleſſedneſs; but when, perhaps in a ſhort 
time afterwards, he has, through Remiſſ- 
neſs and Negligence, complied with ſome 


evil Deſires, in Oppoſition to his inward 


Senſe and Judgment, he finds a moſt me- 
| lancholy 
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an unreproaching Heart. 


SERM. lancholy Reverſe in his State, his Joy extin- 
VII. guiſhed, his Proſpect obſcured, his Hope 
—— Joſt, and his Mind filled with Remorſe, 


Confuſion, and Terror; in which Condi- 


tion he muſt remain, till he is gradually 


reſtored by Repentance, and his working 
in himſelf a more ſettled and immovable 
Habit of all Goodneſs. Again, where the 
good Diſpoſitions do not ſteadily operate 
for any certain Time, but move only ac- 
cidentally, like ſome other natural'Prin- 
ciples, according as the Objects of them 


occus to the Mind, and. are equally ba- 


lanced, or borne down, in many Caſes, by 
the Weight of.evil Paſſions, there can, at 


beſt, be only ſome tranſient Flaſhes of Joy, 

and no ſtable Comfort and Tranquility at 
all: But as a Man's Conduct i in this Caſe, 
is an almoſt conſtant Scene of Variance 


and Diſcord, ſo if he reflects, and has any 
Senſibility, he muſt, for the moſt Part, 


neceſſarily live in a State of great Dil- 


quietude and Fear. But in the laſt Place, 


where the Motions of the Soul towards 
Virtue are all free and lively, intenſe and 
vigorous, and withal uniform, permanent, 
and fixed; where the good Affections ha- 
bicually, univerſally, and ſtrongly actuate 
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Of an unreproaching Heart. 


a Man's Life, engaging him in a Courſe ono. 


of all worthy Actions, cloſely connected, 
and following one another in a juſt Order, 
taiſing him not only above all groſs De- 
ſets and Failings in the Performance of 
his Duty, but in ſome Meaſure above the 
common Weakneſſes and Infirmities of the 
human Nature, and making him moſt ea- 
gerly to aſpire to the higheſt Perfection of 
his Kind, which he can attain to in this 
World: In this caſe, a Man, upon a Re- 
view of his Heart, enjoys the moſt perfect 
Satisfaction and Peace, has the moſt noble 
and agreeable Reliſh of his own Excellence 
and Dignity, and looks up to the Author 
of his Being, and the Supreme Difpoſer 
of his Happineſs, with the moſt aſſured 
Hope, and the moſt undiſturbed Serenity 
and Joy. And in whatever lower De- 
grees any Perſon attains to this excellent 
Frame of Heart, (for in the Height, in 
which it has been now deſcribed, it is 
not attained to even by many good Men) 
he will, in reflecting upon himſelf, find 
his Joy and Peace to be proportionably 
compleat and Tull. : | 


Vol. I. . II. Hav- 
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ä ſtitute the Happineſs of Mankind. 


fro 


Of an unreproaching Heart. | 
II. Having thus ſhewn what that State 


of Heart i is, which is neceſſary to prevent 
Self- condemnation, and to render our in- 


ward Reflections a Source of Pleaſure and 


Peace to us, I ſhall proceed now to re- 


preſent the great Importance of keeping 


our Hearts always in this State. 

And this is a Point which muſt be eaſi- 
ly underſtood by all, who have duly re- 
flected upon themſelves, and know what 
the Things are, which principally con- 
Who- 
ever have any juſt Knowledge of human 
Nature, myſt. be ſenfible, that as the 
Power of moral Diſeernment, gr our 
natural Conſcience of Good and Evil, is 
the Principle of Virtue, and the Guide 
of Life in us, ſo it is likewiſe the great 
Dauſe and Spring of our Happineſs; that 
a the clear and entire Approbation 
of this Faculty, and thoſe Expectations 
which naturally . flow from it, and ac- 
company it, we receive Pleaſures, which 
are, above all others, pure and fatisfying, 
fixed and conſtant, which are ever at 
hand to alleviate the ordinary Afflictions 
of Life, and to ſupport us under our 


greateſt Diſtreſſes, and which are ſo eſ- 
4 ſentil 


Of an unreproaching Heart. 


ſential an Ingredient in all Happineſs, SR N. 
that if we were quite deprived of them, VI. 
our other Enjoyments could have no © 


Reliſh, but would ſoon grow joyleſs 


and inſipid. So abundant and profuſe is 
the Goodneſs of our Creator, that he 


pours Pleaſure into the Mind, from va- 
rions Sources, and by different Channels 
and Conveyances; the external Senſes, 
and many inward Powers of Perception: 
And among the various Pleaſures of 
which we partake, that which we re⸗ 
ceive from the Conſciouſneſs of our 
Integrity, or a {ſincerely and uniformly 
zood Frame of Heart, muſt, certainly, 
be allowed, by all who have ever ex- 
perienced it, to be by far the moſt fe- 
licitating, or the moſt replete with true 
Happineſs. This Conſciouſneſs gives us 
a Senſe of our poſſeſſing an intrinſic 


lid Dignity and Merit, and being in 


a State the moſt becoming and honour- 
able to rational Agents, and in conſe- 
quence of this, yields us a Joy which 
moſt intimately penetrates and affects us, 
and makes us to delight in our own Per- 
fection; it produces withal ſuch a con- 
fdent Opinion or Hope in us, of our 
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Of an unreproaching Heart. 


SERM. Acceptableneſs to other intelligent and 


VII. 


moral Beings, and particularly to the 


—— great Author of our Nature and Arbiter 


of our Fate, (whom we muſt conclude, 


from the very Powers which he has im- 
planted in us, to have the ſame kind of 
Sentiments, though infinitely more per- 


fet, which we ourſelves have of the 
Worth of Virtue) as fills us with a Se— 
curity and Peace, which is never to be 
fully expreſſed, and is beſt underſtood 
by being perceived and felt. And as the 
Pleaſures derived from this Source, are 
thus ſincere. and ſatisfactory, ſo they are 
likewiſe moſt permanent and durable; 
not depending upon any. external Ob- 
jects, the Continuance of which muſt be 
always uncertain, but flowing direaly 


from the Review and Approbation of our 


own Temper; never cloying or ſurfett- 
ing, but rather whetting and increaſing 
our Appetites, and Deſires of them; not 


flattening by Familiarity and. long Ac- 


quaintance with them, but growing al- 


ways more agreeable and grateful, the 


more they are experienced and proved. 
Beſides, theſe Pleaſures have another 
great Advantage, that they have Strength 
IS | 2 an 


M an unreproaching Heart. 


ind Force enough in them, not only to SRRM. 
relieve us under the common Troubles VII. 
and Afflictions of the World, but to 3 


ſupport us under the ſevereſt Diſtreſſes 
and Calamities which can here befall us. 
A Man who is perfectly calm and ſe- 
rene within, who upon clear and ſolid 


Grounds, is at peace with himſelf, and 


has a Confidence in his Maker, Gover- 
nor, and Judge, will be but little moved 
with thoſe Evils, which are incident to 
every one, in the + Courſe of this frail 


uncertain Life: Theſe common unfor- 
tunate Accidents, which are apt to give 


much Vexation and Pain to many Per- 
ſons, who keep their Minds under no 
Diſcipline, and who, having but little 


or no Enjoyment in their own Breaſts, 


are forced to depend upon Things with- 
out them for their Happineſs, are hardly 


felt by the Man, who exerciſes his Paſ- 
ſions in a natural and juſt Order, and 
has always a Spring of the higheſt De- 
light, in the very Exerciſe of his Af-. 


fections, and his Reflections upon his 
own Conduct; nay, if ſuch a Man, 


ſhould fall under the moſt extraordina- ; 


ry and grieyous Calamities which can 
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S ERM. happen to Mankind, the ſurprizing Lofs 


25 


of Friends, the total Ruin of the Public, 
the unexpected Deſtruction of his private 
Affairs, the moſt cruel Perſecutions, lin- 


gering Diſeaſes, and tormenting Pains of 


Body; he would, by looking into him- 
ſelf, ſtill perceive Light ariſing in Dark- 
neſs, feel great Quietneſs and Aſſurance 
of Soul, in the midſt of thoſe violent 
Storms, which outwardly encompaſſed 
and threatened him: He might indeed 
ſometimes, from the very Nature of his 


Diſtreſs, be made altogether incapable of 


Reflection; but whenever he could re- 
collect himſelf, and exert his Powers, he 
would, in the worſt Condition to which he 


could be reduced, be always able to'reliſh 
his Exiſtence, and lift up his Eyes to the 
Author of his Being, and the Diſpoſer of 


his Lot, with Thankfulneſs and Hope; 
atid in the very Agonies of Death, commit 
his Soul, with the firmeſt Truſt; into his 


Hands, and refoice with a Toy unſpeakabl: 


and full of Glory. In fine, as theſe Plea- 
fares are moſt lively and durable in them- 
ſelves, and of the greateſt Uſe to relieve 
and ſupport us under our Diſtrefſts, fo they 


are at the ſame Time the Life of all our 


other 
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other Enjoyments, which, if they wete SERM. 
quite detached, or ſeparated from them, VII. 
could yield but a very ſmall Share of Hap- 


pineſs, For what Enjoyment could the 
Man have, who had the greateſt Abun- 
dance of the Means of ſenſitive Good, and 
who even indulged himſelf in all ſenſual 


Delights, as far as his Nature could bear 


them; and likewiſe in all the Pleaſures 
ariſing from what is reputed the Elegance 
and Grandeur. of Life, but who was en- 
tirely deſtitute of the Pleaſures of conſcious 
Virtue, who had not any Senſe of an in- 
ternal Worth, or of a Merit and CharaQer, 


either with God or the World? Would 


not every one, who knows the Capacities 
or Powers of Perception and Enjoyment, 
which belong to Human Nature, think 


the State of ſuch a Man,-in the Midſt of 


all his outward Glare and Pomp, to be but 


mean and low, and abſolutely wretched; 


eſpecially. if he had the actual Conſciouſ- 
neſs and Feeling of an inward Baſeneſs 
and Depravity, rendering him odious to 
himſelf, and ſuſpicious of all other rational 
Beings, and particularly of him, from 
more is to be hoped or feared by 
Man nd, than from all others whatſoever? 
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Of an. unreproaching Heart. 


1 M. The Conſciouſneſs of Guilt, in an intenſe 


Degree, is, certainly, enough to deſtroy all 
the Comfort of the greateſt worldly Proſ- 
perity, to make all the Face of Nature 
ſicken to a Man, and Life itſelf in Time 
to grow a Burthen to him. With one, 
-who is at tolerable Eaſe and Quiet within 
himſelf, the innocent Enjoyments of the 
World, will always have their due Taſte 
and Reliſh; but to a Man, whoſe Spirit is 
fick and wounded, nothing external can be 
much or long pleaſing. Upon the Whole, 
therefore, the vaſt Importance of keeping 
ourſelves in ſuch a State, as to be free 
from 'the Reproaches of our Hearts, and 
to have always the Approbation of our 
Canſciences, is moſt clear and evident; 


fince; ypon this the greateſt, or rather 


the only Happineſs in Lite, as well as our 


leaving the World with Peace and They, 


intirely. depends. | 4 

III. I ſhall now lay, down ſom Rules 
for attaining to that State of Heart, which 
will free us from inward Reproach, and 


give us the Joy and nende of Self- 
Approbation. And. le 

1. For this Purpoſe it is neceſſary, that 
we. coufider carahighs the ſeveral Purſuits 
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and Actions in which we allow ourſelves, SRM. 
whether they are really ſuch. as our Con- VII. 
ſciences, + upon our taking an impartial " © 


View of them and all theit Conſequences, 
will approve, and deliberately pronounce 
to be good and worthy, or otherwiſe. For 
though the Forms or Species, under which 
we approve both our/own Affections and 
Actions, and thoſe of other rational 
Agents, as morally good and amiable, are 
very clear and diſtinct in themſelves, yet 
it is certain that many, from ſome Inat- 
tention and Confuſion of Mind, from 
Prejudices in Favour of Vice, or the In- 
fluenoe of ſuperſtitious and enthuſiaſtick 
Notions, are apt to run into great Miſtakes 
concerning ſeveral moral Qualities and 


Actions of Men, to account them inno- 
cent, and even worthy, generous, and 


hondurable, when yet to all who judge 


truly of them they muſt appear to be very 


evil or vile, and altogether diſagreeable to 
the natural Standard of our moral Appro- 
bations. Thus many Inſtances of raſh, 


impetuous Courage, cruel Revenge, im- 
moderate Ambition, Luxury, Debauchery, 


licentious Pleaſure, and barbarous Perſecu- 


tion, - are applauded and gloried in, by 


Perſons 
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Of an unreproaching Heart. 
Perſons who never calmly reflect on the 
Nature and Conſequences of ſuch Things, 


who view them in a very wrong Light, 
and allow themſelves in them, from ſome 


eonfuſed Imaginations of Dignity or Ho- 


nour, Politeneſs, Gallantry, or pious 


Zeal inhering in them, or attending 


them ; whereas, if they examined them. 


with Deliberation, they could hardly fail 
to ſee their pernicious Tendency, and 
their utter Inconſiſtency with . Juſtice and 
Humanity, a rational Love of God, and 
the Advancement of our own Dignity 
and Perfection; which are the only Foun- 
dations upon which we can approve our 
Conduct, or reflect on it with intire Eaſe 
and Satisfaction. And however the Men 
who go on in bad Courſes, from their 
miſtaking Evil for Good, may ſeem not 
to feel much Pain and Uneaſineſs from 


their Vices, (though probably the greateſt 


Part of them, have more inward Alarms 
and Diſturbances than they are willing to 
own) yet it is plain, that the only Security 
for the Continuance of ſuch Quiet as they 


enjoy, is their remaining in a State of Ig- 


een ta Confideration and Reflection 


norance or Stupidity. If they are ever 


— 


, ET ng 


can be deemed any Part of that Reſpect 


— 


an wnreproaching Heart. 


ypon their: Conduct, which may very ea- Serve. 
fily happen to be the Caſe, they muſt, if VII. 


they have any Remains of Probity, or 
an ingenuous Senſe of Things in them, 
ſce enough in their Actions to confound 


and terrify them, and convince them that 


they have @ great deal to do, before they 
arrive at that State, which will enable 


them to reflect on themſelves with Plea- 


ſure and Peace. In order, therefore, to 
our having our Hearts eſtabliſhed" in a 
good Condition, and as the Conſequence 


of that, to our poſſeſſing a ſolid Joy and 


Franquility,' it will be extremely neceſ- 
fary to act with Precaution and Delibera- 


tion; to examine ſeriouſly the general 


Courſe of our Behaviour, and particularly 
any Actions that we are about to do, of 


the Goodneſs of which there is the leaſt 


Doubt; to endeavour to view them ac- 


cording to their real Nature and Tendeney, 
ſtripped of all falſe Colours and Diſguiſes; 


to compare them with the original Notices 
given us of our Duty in the Conſtitution 
of our Nature, and with that fair Tran- 
ſeript of the Law of our Nature contained 
in the Goſpel; conſidering whether they 
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SERM. 
VII. 
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Of an unreproaching Heart. 


and Homage which we owe to a perfectly 
wiſe, holy, and good Deity ; or whether 
they can contribute to the true Intereſt of 
Society, or any of our Fallow- creatures, 
or to the Improvement and Perfection of 
our own nobler Powers, and our higheſt 
and moſt laſting Happineſs; or, whether 
they are, at leaſt, not repugnant to any 


of theſe: Unleſs we do thus, we ſhall, 


certainly, be in great Danger of falling 
into many Corruptions and Diſorders, and 
laying a large Foundation for future Re- 
morſe and Repentance. | 

2. For our attaining to, and preſerving 
tk a Frame of Heart, as will free us 
from inward Accuſations and Fears, and 
give us the Joy and Aſſurance of Self- 
Approbation, it is- neceſſary that we fre- 
quently review and examine theE State of 
our-Minds, that we may find out our De- 
fects, and know what Progreſs we are 
making in the Things which our Con- 
ſciences approve and recommend to us, as 
lovely and worthy. It is neceſſary, as was 
juſt now obſerved, that we examine care- 
fully the Nature of our ſeveral Purſuits, 
that we be not deceived by falſe Appear- 


ances, nor raſhly hurried into a Conduct 
which 


Tr © 


— 2. ad OA — 


es 
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which we ſhall afterwards find Reaſon to SER. 


condemn : But though we had ever ſo VII. 
—— 


clear and full a Knowledge of our Duty, 
though we ſaw and approved all the Things 
that are excellent, yet this would be but of 
little Conſequence to our having a good 
State of Heart, and enjoying a clear and 
undiſturbed Peace of Mind, if we did not 
allo know that we were endeavouring to 
live up to that high Standard of Purity 
and Perfection which we formed within 


ourſelves. And to have a Conſciouſneſs of 


this, it is abſolutely neceſſary that, accord- 
ing to the Precept ſo often inculcated of 
old, We know ourſelves, and in the Apoſtle's 
Words, prove our own Works; that we 
employ ourſelves frequently and ſeriouſly 
in reviewing the State of our Souls, in 
conſidering fairly and impartially, what 
Sort of Principles moſt habitually and 
ſtrongly prevail and govern within us; 
whether the Love of God, and of our 
Neighbours, a Deſire of Virtue and our 
own Perfection, or Appetites towards 
Pleaſure, and the external Conveniencies 
and Advantages of Life; whether our 


Virtue is in a progreſſive State, or at a 


Stand, or upon the Decline ; whether we 
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Sek. are gaining a more compleat Vietory ovet J 
VII. our Paſſions, or are not ſtill, in many In- 8 
ſtances, eafily overcome by them. It is N 
| only by retiring thus into ourſelves, and 2 
by frequent, ſtrict, and diligent Reſearches 4 
of this Sort, that we can become truly 0 
acquainted with the State of our Hearts, a 
and underſtand certainly what Foundation 1 
we have laid for our inward Rejoicing and vs 
Confidence. If we are, either altogether 1 
indolent and careleſs as to the Point of [ 
examining ourſelves, or ſo conſtantly en- 2 
gaged i in a Hurry of Buſineſs, or a Purſuit 4 
of Pleaſure, that we can ſpare no Time, ; 
or what is not ſufficient for a thorough 1 
Review and Inſpection of our Minds, we Ky 
can never form a clear Judgment of our 2 
State, nor conclude upon ſolid Grounds, 
that our Hearts are well-governed, but {et 
muſt indeed rather fear that we are in a H. 
very bad Condition; that in the Courſe of Cu 
an unthinking, tumultuary, vain Life, ws | < 
are running into innumerable Things, of | 
which, if brought to the Teſt, could ne- by 
ver be approved by our Conſciences, of Mt 
adminiſter the leaſt Conſolation or Hope Be. 
to us. But if we accuſtom ourſelves. to I 2! 
an Attention to every Thing that paſſes M 


within 
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within us, and to a cloſe Examination of SRM. 
our whole Conduct, we mult ſoon ſee our VII. 
true Character and Temper, know how — 


our Affections incline and bear, what 
Progreſs we have made in Virtue, where 


our Weakneſs and Danger lies, and what 


i8 neceſſary for our Security, and our ar- 
riving at a State of higher Perfection; 
and what, in Conſequence of our actual 
Improvements, we can rationally expect 
from our Lawgiver and Judge. If, there- 


fore, we propoſe to attain to a good and 
quiet State of Mind, and to afſure our 


Hearts before God, a moſt proper Expe- 
dient in order to it, is this Duty of Self- 
examination : And that we may attend to 
it the better, it may be of uſe, at leaſt at 
firſt, to have ſome certain Times folemaly 
ſet apart for the Practice of it; ſome 
Hours, for Inftance, according to the 
Cuſtom of many ſerious Chriſtians, before 
we make or repeat our voluntary Profeſſion 
of Duty and Obedience to our Saviour, 
by partaking of his Supper ; or ſome few 
Moments every Night before we go to 


Bed. Indeed, particular Rules cannot be 


impoſed univerſally upon Men in this 
Matter, in, which 2 great deal muſt be al- 
wayh left t to every one's own Zeal and Diſ- 

cretion. 
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| | SeRM+cretion. | But in general, it is certain, that bl 
. the more frequently and diligently we exa- Pe 
mine and try ourſelves and our Behaviour, co 
by the Rule of our Duty, the more ſcru- W. 
pulouſly we ſearch into our ſmalleſt Er- an 
rors, and the more ſeverely we call our- alt 
ſelves to an Account for every Tranſgreſ- ¶ for 
ſion and Failing with which we are Of 
chargeable, we ſhall have it in our Power ¶ acc 
to be more exact, uniform, and ſteady, in 
the Exerciſe of Virtue, and to make 
[ greater Advances towards Perfection, and 
to keep clear of many Defects and Ble- 
miſhes, which paſs quite unheeded by the 
inconſiderate and careleſs Part of the 
World, or, at moſt, are regarded by 
them, only as Weakneſſes and Frailties, 
unavoidably attending the * en | 
tion of our Nature. Sh 
3. The laſt Rule which Aae 
tion for having Hearts which will not 
reproach: us, but, on ther cοntrary, 
yield us Pleaſure and Peace id tõ cr 
rect our Errors, and make up of, De- | 
fects, as far as we can, by fincere* Dev. 
Rępentance, an and to derive new Strength hat 
to ourſelves for perſewering in aur In- Wont 
regrity, and bolding falt cur Righteouf- dem 
neſs, by the Exerciſe of a ſerious and hum- V. 
ble | 


Ks 


* — 
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R ble Devotion. There are innumerable Sr. 
0 Perſons in the World, who, if they ever VII. 
come feriouſly to look into their Hearts, ag 
_ vwill find nothing but Deſolation, Ruin, 

5 and Horror in them, and who want to be 
almoſt univerſally and totally changed, be- 

WM fore they can rationally have the leaſt good | 
e opinion of themſelves, or become at all ; 
r acceptable to their Maker: And there are 

n many others who, though not fo univer- 

e I ally and entirely corrupted, yet make 

d great and frequent Breaches upon their 

.. IIntegrity, by allowing themſelves in the 

\e | | Commiſſion of ſome ilful and habitual 

ie ins, and who muſt, therefore, likewiſe” 
undergo a. great Alteration, before they 

can review themſelves with the leaſt Sa- 
tisfaction, and be on any Terms of Peace 

with their Creator and Judge: Both theſe 
Sorts are the Sinners whom our Saviour 

came to call more eſpecially to Repentance, 

and who ſhould excite themſelves to it by 

all Kinds of Motives and Arguments, and 

de extraordinary diligent in the Exerciſe of 

re” Devotion, and the Uſe of all other Means 

th at may be neceſſary for producing a real 

= ontrition and Renovation of Mind in 

of= 7 But beſides theſe Sinners, who 

m- vor. I. moſt 
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SE Mi wot eminently, fend. in Need of Regenant 
VH— and wyhole-firſt . Hancern muſt, naturall be : 
1 ſupppled o he the ſaving themſelves for rom Ml. 
thgs terrible Neſtruction which is always 
hanging dyęr them, and. ready to ſwallow 
them up, rather „than the attaining | to any 
great Meaſure, of inward Joy. and Aſſu- 
rance, the very beſt, though, not con- 
ſqious of Alowing themſelves i in any will 
ful. Wickedneſs, will probably, upon a 
ict and impartial Search into their Con- 
duct, find ſo many Omiſſions 00 We 
of. Duty,, ſo many Defeds, and. 'allures 
in the Performance of it, a aff TE many 


Infirmities 29d, Imperfe&iong, 0 rgeable 
fficient 


Gaule.ts bumble themiclygs molt 6 Le neerely 
before God, and to come 1 ae 
rious Reſolutions, of Watch ing: per t t heir 
Hearts, ang every Part, . of their Behavi 100 5 

more punctually and cxaRtly, ang exerting 
more yigoraus; /Endeavaurs,ct9, arriye ata 
more entire Conqueſt, of all eil Nekre: 
and Paſſans::agd B more confirmed, Tem: 
per of all, [ Värtue: V Which, Eractice, ! i 
duly attended; a0 by. us, cannot fail. to 
contribute gradually to our Improvement 


in n Goodneſs, and 1 to She Ful. 
17906 | 
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neſs of our oy, and the farther Eſtablih- SRM. 
ment of our inwäard FAA ity aye VE 
Hope. And to obtain this fame End e ee, 
cannot be thought inhere BG © 
ſons of ſerious and good Minds, vhE con 
f der the Relation in which we* ſtand to 
God, and the Dependence which wer all 
ways neceſſarily have vpon him, to add; 
our earneſt Prayers to him, not only for 
his pardoning Mercy and Grace, but for 1 
his Aſſiſtance to enable us to overconit 
Temptations, to govern our Hearts well, 
and to make a conſtant Progreſs in Alf 
thoſe Thin; s which tend to the true Per- 
fection, Honour and Felicity of our Nad 
ture. .. By this Means, we may certainly 
procure a new Acceſſion of Strength, for 
ſruggling againſt all Difficulties that tbe 
may meet with in the Ways of "Religion; 
for pelſevering reſolutely in our Upright 
neſs, ant advancing continually i in Plety 
ind” Virtue, to the great Increaſe-of” bur 
Pleaſure and Peace in this World and the 
niſing and heightening our Hopes and 
Exp ations with-refpe& to the next. 
"I tall conchide with a few ſhort Refloos 
tons on what has been diſcourſed - 
ch 70 en 100 Sorts 2 b. 13 We 
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SERM. I. We may here ſee the ineſtimable 
VII, Value ef Integrity of Heart, and the 
¶ peſtimony of a good Conſcience. The 
Madneſs or Eagerneſs of our worldly Pur- 
ſuits, or our Intoxication with the Plea- 
ſures of Life, often hinder our paying a 
due Attention and Regard to theſe Things, 
or rather make us to overlook and deſpite 


Diligence which many uſe: to; attain to 
them, the Height of Folly and Deluſion. 
But (whoever poſſeſs or experience them, 
know them to be the moſt precious Trea- 
ſure which a Man can have, the only 
Things which can give him ſubſtantial 
and ſtable Pleaſure and Comfort i in Lile, 
fupport him under the Pangs of Death, 
and ſend him with Joy and Hope into the 
other World; which are; therefore; to be 


wiſe Man would part with for any Ad- 
vantages which this World can give in 
Exchange for them. | And however the 
Perſons who are keenly engaged with the 
World, may at preſent have no Notion of 
the Worth of Integrity of Mind, and the 
Approbation of their Conſciences, yet 
many even of them will probably come, 

. when 


them, and to account that exact Care and 


purchaſed at any Rate, and which no. 


U Nag : 

11 Of ar werben Hee, 407 
when the Heat of their Paſlions his abated, SEN NL. 
to have a quite different View oftthe Mat. VII. 
ter, to i ſee. the fatal Miſtake of bartering 3 
away the only ſolid Happineſs of Life, a8 
well as their Hopes of Futurity, for ſome 
ligbt, tranſitory Advantages, and —— | 
inconſtant Joys; and auto be willing, if 
were poſſible, at the Expence of all — 
worldly: Intereſts and Poſſeſſions, to pur- 
chaſe a clear Conſcience, and to ſecure 2 
Things toluch belong to their Peace, perhaps 
at a Time when they will be hid from their 
Beer. The Wiſdom of Religion ſhall 
certainly, ſooner or later, be made fully 
clear and manifeſt to all Men, who ſhall 
perceive it to be both the Dignity and 
Glory, and the Intereſt and em 
of every rational Nature. 

2. We may ſee how groundleſs thoſe 
Fedrovand 'Perplexities are, which ſo often 
diſturbsthe Minds of ſome honeſt Perſons; 
vhoſe Hearts, upon the moſt impartial 
Review- of their Conduct, cannot con- 
domn them, concerning their ſpititual 
State, and future Condition. However 
becoming and commendable it may be in 
frail, fallible Creatures, who muſt be ſen- 
ible of ſeveral Defects and Weakneſſes 

O 3 in 
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| SER, ain themfelves, -aftter all the Pains. which 
they can take, to preſerve their. Integrity 

und make a Progteſs in Virtue, to be al- 
ways humble and watchful; yet, when 


ve have a clear Conſciouſneſs-of true Pro- 


bity of Heart, of a Freedom from all 
Habitual and wilful Sins, and of honeſt 
and faithful Endeavours to diſcharge every 
Part of our Duty; in this Caſe; tom enter- 
-tain an uneaſy Opinion about the Goodneſs 
or Safety of our State, to deſpair of the 
Mercy of God, or even to ſuſpect or 
doubt our Acceptableneſs to him; muſt be 
extremely umeaſonable and fooliſh; and, 
if it does not proceed from Melanchoh, 
and à bodily Diſtemper, can be reſolved 
into nothing but our having very unwor- 
thy Notions of God, and the Meaſures of 
his Government. If God be really a holy, 
»righteous, and good Being, he muſt have 
Regard to the Virtue and Geodneſs of 
moral gente, and accept their ſingere En- 
denvour to obey and pleaſe him and; the 
nne ur Conſciencas ta r 
ung theſe Fndeabours, muſt bè a certain 
S Abndhrien for our entertainingothe moſt 
Ib yful Hopes and Expectations from him: 
"Amid nn mot” only the natural 
Senſe 
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Senſe and Reaſon "of our own Minds, but 8S EAM. 
the Doctrine of the poſtle aſſurts us that Vols 


e our Hurt tondemn us not, £1067 May + 


have *Confldents” rewards; Gids The great 


Matter is for us not to deceive. ourſelyes, 


by fancying that we have attained to an 


Integrity of Mind, when either it is ſuſ- 
ficiently . plain from. ſome groſsly · bat 
Things in our Conduct, that we fall far 


ſhort of it; or there is Reaſon, from: the 
Mixture or Allay of evil Qualities that is 
till co be found in us, to doubt whether | 
e haue yet fully attained” to it. Butif - 
upon juſt. and unexceptionable Grounds, 


we ard conſcious of our Uprightneſs, we 
may greatly rejoice in the Senſe which we 
have of it, and put away all Doubts of 


our being entitled to tha Favour of our 


Creator. 677 nd) 


3. Laſtly, we may 5 Preſump- 


tion of thoſe Sinners, Who peak, Peace to 
tbemfolves, when there is no Foundation 
laid for Peace to them, in the Temper 


and Diſpoſition of their Hearts. The 


Defire which Men have of Eaſe and Quiet 
of Mind iri::this preſent World, and of 
Happineſs: in a future Stata, is uſually fo 


wrong, as to make thoſe: of n ho 
1 Toh v109 .Q: 4 YinftD3o? . - thaye 
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SxRM. have unhappily gone out of the way, 


VII. 


which the Author of Nature and Governor 


of the World has preſeribed for acquiring 
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theſe Things, to ſeek them in ſome different 


| Methods 'of their own Invention: Some» 


times, by palliating and dicguiling their 
Vices, that by this Means they may take 


off from the Horror of them and even 


work in themſelves ſome Apptehenſion of 
the Innocence of their Conduct, and as 
the Conſequence of that, attain to ſome 
Repoſe of Mind, and Confidence i in God; 
but moſt commonly, by ſubſtituting in 
the room of Integrity of Heart, which 
alone can yield us ſolid Tranquility and 
Hope; ſome other Things, which they 


imagine may atone for the Want of it, and 


well enough anſwer the Ends of it, ſuch 
as an external Profeſſion, Strictneſs in De- 
votion, a Zeal for the true Faith, or ſome 
particular Species of Virtue. But the 
Prefumption and Vanity of this Conduct, 
mult be eaſily ſeen by any, who conſider 


that it is really an Attempt to ſubvert the 


Conftitytion of Human Nature, and like- 
wiſe the - poſi tive Appointment | and Law of 
God, both of which make it impoſſible 
to 4 bad Man to * wy ſtable Peace or 
> 1 i {+ | _ Hap- 
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Happineſs. There is no Peace, ſaith Geof. 8 


70 the Wicked.” They may by their Arti- 
fices to deceive their Conſciences, or their 
Stupidity in truſting to their ſuperſtitious 
Expedients, ſeem to be quiet and calm at 
certain Times and Seaſons; but a Senſe of 


Guilt, and its inſeparable Attendant, "A 


Fear of Puniſhment, are ever Teady to 
awake in them, and in Spight of all their 
Endeavours to the contrary, upon many 
Occaſions, ruffle and diſconcert them, and 
conſume and prey upon their Minds. This 


is the natural Conſequence of living in a 


State of Wickedneſs, and a Thing ſuffi- 
n verified and confirmed by the Ex- 
perience of Men, according to the Obſer- 
vation of the Author of the Book of N 
dom, with which I ſhall conclude, thit 
Wichtdntfs condemned by its own Witneſs, is 
very 7imorous; and being preſſed by vor. l 


—_— n e. grievous Ti binge, | 1617194580 
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KS 


Circumſpection attending our Mo- 
ral Conduct, — and re- 
. commended. 


EPHESIANS, v. Is, 


See then that ye walk cheampetly; e not as 
Fools, but as Wife. | 
 Serm. 7 HE great Buſineſs oſ e Man, 
VIII. 1 who acts upon any rational and 
— good Principles, is to raiſe and i improve in 
himſelf, all worthy Qualities and Habits in 
this World, in order to his reaping the 
Fruits and Rewards of Virtue in a future 


State. And as this is a Work of the higheſt 


Excellence and Importance, and at the 
ſame Time of conſiderable Labour and 
Care, chere f is 4 Neceſſity, not only for 

b great 
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Of C ircumſpection. 


great Zeal and Diligence in the Proſecu- SER. 


—_— C2 Eee 


tion of it, but for great Caution and Pru- VIII. 
— 


Without Diſcretion and Wiſdom in the 
Conduct of ourſelves, it is certain that 


dence. to carry it on to the beſt Advantage. 


we may ſometimes, with very good In- 


tentions and Diſpoſitions, fall into Miſtakes, 
which will be attended with Conſequences 
extremely hurtful, both to ourſelves and 


our Neighbours, and likewiſe to the ge- 


neral Intereſt of Religion. The Direc- 
tion of the Apoſtle in the Text, is there- 


fore very pertinent and juſt, to wall cir- 
cumſpectly; not as Fools, but as Wiſe: to 
conſider always what we are about, and 
to act, not at Random, as Perſons void 
of Underſtanding and incapable of Re- 
flection; but as Men who are naturally 


endowed with the Powers of Conſcience ' 
and Reaſon, and have an additional Light = 


given them in the Goſpel, for directin 


their Conduct, and who avail themſelves 
of al the Means of Information which 
they, have, for knowing the true Meaſures | 


and full Extent of their Duty, and arg 


careful t to practiſe accordingly. The Oc- 


caſion and Connexion of the Words, I ; 
ſhall take a little Notice of in the Pro- 


4 greſs 
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SERM. 
VIII. propoſe is, Fr, To conſider in what 


| 4 Of Circumſpection 
greſs of this Diſcourſe; in which, what I 


c Caſes and Inſtances more eſpecially, Cir- 


% 


cumſpection and Diſcretion are neceſſary, 
in order to a well-regulated Conduct; and 
by what general Principles and Reaſons 


we are to govern ourſelves in the Deter- 


minations which we come to in theſe 
ſeveral Caſes. Secondly, To ſhew the 
proper Methods of raiſing ſuch a Ha- 
bit of Circumſpection, and Attention to 
our Conduct, as may be effectual for the 
good Government of it. 


I. I ſhall conſider the Caſes ad © 


ſtances, in which Circumſpection and 


Prudence are more eſpecially neceſſary for 


a well-regulated Conduct, and the gene- 


ral Principles and Reaſons by which we 


are to govern ourſelves in our Determina- 


tions in theſe ſeveral Caſes. 


1. One eminent Caſe of this "BON 


that of diftinguiſhing , duly the Things that 


are good, from thoſe that are evil; the laws 


Jul, from the unlawful; and the innocent, 
from the blame-worthy, We are indeed 
formed with, an inward Senſe or Faculty, 


which very truly and uniformly preſents 


to us, the general Forms or Species under 
. | which 
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which Things are approved or diſapproved Ser. - 
by us, as morally good or evil, right of VIII. 


wrong; and it is certain that the Dictates 


of this Faculty, to Perſons of plain, up- 
right Minds, who are engaged only in the 
ordinary Affairs and Occurrences of Life, 


will be almoſt always a ſufficient and ſafe 
Direction. We have likewiſe in the Sa- 
cred Writings, ſome clear Heads or Sum- 
maries of the Duties which are to be per- 


formed, and of the Offences that are to 


be avoided by us: And theſe, to Perſons 


who attend to them, and have ſerious 


Impreſſions of Religion and Virtue upon 
their Minds, will be a farther Aſſiſtance 


in forming and ordering their Conduct. 


But as the Notices which are given us, 
whether from the Suggeſtions of Con- 
ſcience, or the Doctrine of Revelation, 
concerning the Things good or evil, the 
Matters of Duty or Sin, are only general, 


fixing indeed a Standard for trying and 


examining our whole Conduct by, but not 
particularly deſcribing the Nature, or ſet- 
tling the Limits of the ſeveral Virtues or 


Vices; and as Scope is hereby given to 
Perſons of unfair Minds, or irregular 
en to merten their Duty: away, 


or 


N 
| . 
| 
| 
| 
| 


SR M. or to throw [falſe Colours over their Ac- 
VII. tions, to call, in ſome Inſtances, . Evil 
"= Ggd," and Good Evil; and as it may be 


ö Of, CircumſpeStian. I 


ſometimes difficult for Men of the moſt 
honeſt, Hearts, and ſoundeſt Judgment, to 


diſcern the preciſe Boundaries of Virtue 


and Vice, and to adjuſt the true Meaſure- 
of. their Nuty, it is very neceſſary, in or- 
der to an uniformly-good Conduct, that 
we proceed with great Caution and Deli- 
beration; to reflect frequently upon our 
Behaviour, and to endeavour to view the 
ſeveral Parts of it in a juſt Light, ſtripped 
of all the falſe Appearances with which 
Prejudice or Paſſion, or the Force of 4 
deludi — Imagination, may cover them; 
and: particularly to examine any of our 
Actiqus, of the Goodneſs. or Innocence of 
Which we have the leaſt Reaſon to doubt. 
The Teſts and Rules by which we are 


thus to try and prove our Conduct, are 


thoſe. general Meaſures of all our moral 
Approbations, which are plainly founded 
both in the Conſtitution of our Nature, 
and the Goſpel of our Saviour; ,, Ex- 
exciſe of, the benevolent Aſfections gj. gur 
Hearts, and more particularly our Lave to 


Cad, and ta Monkind;/ and the Advance- 


ment 


2nt 


ny Order of the World,” and the Happi- 


in our moral . 
ment of our 0207 higheft Dignity- 


thy, amiable and good in a moral Com- 
putation, muſt be ultimately reſolved inte 
one or another of theſe; we can form no 
Notion of any Excellence in Men, which 
is not reducible to, or comprehended un- 
der, them: As every Thing accounted 
vicious, vile, and deteſtable, at leaſt by 
Men of Reflection, is inconſiſtent with. 
and repugnant to, them. By this Stand- 
ard, therefore, the expreſſing our Reſpect 
and Love to God, and our Good - will to 
Men, and the raiſing the more. noble 
Powers and Affections of our own Nature, 
let us examine, and judge of the ſeveral 
Parts of our Behaviour. If we find that 
the Tenour of our Actions in general is 

coͤnformable to the beſt Notions that-we 
have” of the Reverence and Homage 
which we” owe to a Being of perfe& 
Knowledge, Purity, and Juſtice, and the 
moſt diffulive .and univerſal Goodneſs; 
that it is conſiſtent with the common In- 
tereft of Society, and the Rights and 
Claims of the ſeveral Perſons with whom 
we have any Intereourſe, and promotes 


neſs 


an Per- SRRM. 
fetion.. Whatever is eſtimable and wor- VIII. 
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neſs of our Neighbours ; if it gives no 


undue Indulgence to the lower Appetites . 
and Paſſions of our Nature, and tends 


to exalt and invigorate our higher Facul- 
ties, from the Exerciſe and Cultivation of 
which our true Excellence and Happineſs, 
as rational moral Agents, both in this and 
a future State, proceeds: If our Conduct 
upon a ſerious and impartial Review of it, 
anſwers to theſe Characters, we may con- 
elude it to be worthy and good, or inno- 


cent and blameleſs, ſo far as the unavoid- 


able Infirmities of our Nature will permit 
it to be ſo. Whereas, on the other hand, 

if our Behaviour, inſtead of being adapted 
to the Nature of a petfectly wiſe, holy, 
righteous, good, and powerful Being, which 
is the juſt Notion of the true God, is calcu- 
lated only to pleaſe ſome Phantom of Divi- 
nity, weak and paſſionate, yain and inſolent, 
envious and cruel; if, inſtead of flowing 
from any generous Principles uf Juſtice 
and public Spirit, Humanity and Friend- 
ſhip, and contributing to the Harmony of 
Society, and the Good of particular Per- 
ſons, it takes its Riſe from ſome low and 


meanly- ſelfiſn Paſhons, and diſturbs the 
Peace of the World, and cncroaches on 


the 


In our Moral Condit. 


the Properties or Rights of Men; if, in- SERM. 


ſtead* of improving thoſe Faculties and 
Affections in us, which are the Foundation 
of our diſtinguiſhing Glory and Happineſs, 
it renders the inferior Principles in our 
Conſtitution headſtrong and unruly, and 
thereby throws us into a State of great 
Diſorder, Ignominy, and Wretchednels : 
If our Behaviour, upon an unprejudiced 
and cloſe Examination of it, proves to be 
of this: Kind, we muſt certainly think it 
to be very unworthy and bad, notwith- 
ſtanding any plauſible Appearances which 
ſome Parts of it might have carried, while 
we ſurveyed them only negligently and 
inattentively, of Devotion and Zeal for 


the Cauſe of Gd; of Frugality, good Oeco- 


nomy, and prudent: Care of ourſelves'; or of 
Fortitude, Generofity, Politeneſs, and Gallan- 
try: of>\ Sptrit. The diſtinguiſhing thus 
the Things that are truly good or evil, 
innocent or blameable in our Conduct, 
ſeems to be one Thing particularly in- 

tended in the Apoſtle's Exhortation in the 


Text. He had, in the foregoing Verſes, 


diſſuaded the Ephe/ions from the Sins. of 
Impurity and Debauchery, which were 


Things that were generally held to be ; 
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Of Circumſpetion 


SeRM. very innocent and allowable among the 
VIII. Heathens, and which had even inſinuated 


— 


. 


themſelves into the Rites and: Ceremonies 
of their idolatronus ' Worſhip. As the 


Chriſtians of Epheſus had probably been 


extremely addicted to theſe Vices before 
their Converſion, and were ſtill in Dan- 
ger of being ſeduced into them, by the 
ſubtle Inſinuations and Reaſonings of thoſe 
who were always ready to palliate or de- 
fend them; the Apoſtle thought fit to 


put them upon their Guard againſt all 


ſuch deceitful Suggeſtions, and tells them, 


that however inſenſible they might have 
been of the Evil and Danger of the Vices 


of Impurity, while they remained in 
their former State of Pagan Derkneſs, yet 
now, that they were illuminated with the 
Knowledge of Chriſtianity; and had em- 
braced that Religion vrhich pro- 
hibited and condemned all ſuch Crimes, 
as being "wholly inconſiſtent; with the 
Will of God, and the Order and Happi- 
neſs of his Creation, as well as ruinous to 
the Minds of thoſe who allowed them- 
felves in the Commiſſion of them; it be- 
eame them to make Uſe of the Light 
which they enjoyed, and by Means of it, 

| + [42700 


in our moral Condiitf. 211 
to diſcern the evil Nature and malignant SER NM. 
Tendency af theſe Corruptions, without VIII. 
being miſled in their Judgment concerning 9 
them, or drawn into the leaſt Approach 
towards them, by any libertine Pretences 
either to excuſe them, or to Rn their 
Vileneſs and Deformity. 

2. Another great Caſe, e Cir- 
cumſpection and Diſcretion are neceſſary in 
order to a good Conduct, is that of the Le 
of our Liberty in many lawful and indifferent 
Matters. The firſt Point to be taken 
Care of by all who would act a worthy 
Part in Life, is the Innocence or Lawful- 
neſs of their Actions, which is in no Caſe 
to be neglected or overlooked by them. 
But this is not always ſufficient to ſecure 
them from offending: For the Practice of 
Things innocent or indifferent in their 
own. Nature, , may in ſome Circumſtances 
become evil; as when it is the Occaſion 
of corrupting or ' hurting the Minds of 
others, or of leading them, through the 
Influence of our Example, into any Sin 
or Miſchief, and when it brings our own 
Virtue or Innocence into Danger. There 
are ſome remarkable Inſtances of this 
Kind, mentioned by St. Paul; as that of 
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WITTTA Eating the Things that had been offered i mn che 
VIII. Sar: ice to Idols: This, to thoſe who un- Re 


derſtood their Liberty, and knew what h 


4 | there 


Idols and their Sacrifices were, was in it- Se 

ſelf altogether indifferent and allowable: ¶ yh, 
But as it was apt to be a Stumbling-block Me 
in the Way of Men's embracing Chriſtia- of 7 
nity, and the Means of encouraging and Ane 
confirming the Heathens in their Idolatry, Cor 
the Apoſtle, upon this Account, prohi- tue 
bited, and declared it to be unlawful. WW aiſe 

And that likewiſe, of paying no Regard % 

to the Diſtinctions of the Jewiſb Law, Wfuln 
as to Meats and Days; a Chriſtian well in- prie 
ſtructed in his Liberty knew, that the Wy/ 
partaking of thoſe Kinds of Food which 17 
the Jews held to be unclean, and the doing are] 
any lawful Buſineſs on the Days which he Nati 
accounted ſacred, were in their own Na- Icon 
ture very innocent. But as his acting ac- ILibe 
cording to his Judgment in theſe Matters, aid 
before a Jeuiſb Convert, would neceſſarily Thi: 
ſhock and offend him, and poſſibly tempt Y. - 
him to apoſtatize from Chriſtianity, their 
which, in this Caſe, he might look on es 
as a looſe and immoral Inſtitution, St. bi 
Paul declares, that ſuch a Conduct would by 
be a Breach of the Law of Love. And 


in our moral Conduct. | 213 
chere are always many Things relative to SERNM. 
Religion and the Worſhip of God, in VIII. 
t WM which it is undoubtedly the Duty of hẽʒ 

- Strong, as the Apoſtle calls thoſe Perſons, 

* EM who truly underſtand their Liberties, as 

k Men and Chriſtians, 70 bear the Infirmities 
F the Weak, and not to pleaſe themſelves. 

d And not only in Matters of Religion and 

'» WW Conſcience, but in the common Affairs of 

i- che World, it becomes Men to make a 

l. ¶ diſcreet Uſe of zhe Liberty to which they are 

rd Walled, and to conſult not only the Law- 

, fulneſs, but the Expedience and Pro- 

n priety of their Actions. Al Things are 

ne Nu, ſays St. Paul, but all Things are 

ch Wn expedivnt, The Things in which we 

Js Ware laid under? a Reſtraint by the Laws of 
Nature and Chriſtianity, are ſo few, in 
Compariſon | of thoſe wherein we are at 
Liberty, that Almoſt every Thing may be 

% aid to be lawful : But many lawful 

ly Things are not always fit to be done, but 

pt Iwuſt often be forborn, on Account of 

y. Itdeir Liableneſs to be abuſed, and the bad 


5 Conſequences; which would viſibly follow 
14 from the doing of them. To explain this, 


by an Inſtance or two, in the ordinary 
one of Life: A Man may lawfully 


ny drink 


ka 


SERM. drink Wine, not only for the Preſerya. 
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VIII. tion of his Health, but in ſome Degree 
co promote Chearfulneſs, and entertain 


his Company; but if he finds that the 
frequent uſe of his Liberty, to its full 
Extent in this Matter, either endangers 


his own Virtue, or tempts others of 
weaker Conſtitutions to drink to Intem- 
erance, he muſt, if he would act inno- 


cently, deny himſelf ſomewhat of his 


Liberty, or be more cautjous in the Ex- 
erciſe of it, in Time to come. Again; 
A Perſon may engage in any innocent 
Recreations or Diverſions, in proper Places 
and Seaſons, either for his own Amuſe— 


ment, or to give Pleaſure to his Friends : 


But if he perceives that his doing this 
often makes either himſelf or others to 
miſpend their Time, that it in any Mea- 
ſure diſſipates and enfeebles his Mind, 
and renders him leſs attentive to more 
manly and important Buſineſs, he muſt, 
if be would be blameleſs, immediately 
reſtrain himſelf in the Purſuit of his 
Amuſements and Diverſions. Now the 
Principles by which we are to guide our 
ſelves in all indifferent Matters, are chief 


a Regard to the Honour of God, Charit 
| ; 


. ˙ OE on OC OE OO 


rene 


in our moral Conduct. 


to our Brethren, and a Concern for our SERNT. 
own Progreſs in Virtue. The Apoſtle, in VIII. 
— 


treating of the Caſes mentioned before, 
the eating the Things that had been offered to 
Idols, and the Obſervation of the Few 
Diſtinctions of Meats and Days, expreſsly 
directs the Perſons to whom he wrote, to 
conduct themſelves, as they ſaw the Gi“ 
of God in the Advancement and Eſtabliſn- 
ment of Religion, and the Edification or 
ſpiritual Improvement of their Brethren, 
required. And, certainly, a pure and ſteady 
Regard to the Honour and Intereſt of 


Religion, a ſincere Deſire of the Edifica- 


tion and Happineſs of our Neighbours, 


and a due Zeal for out own Advancement 


in Goodneſs, muſt make us always very 
conſiderate and cautious in the Exerciſe of 
our Liberty; 70 2 it, as the Apoſtle ex- 
horts, / as to give no Occaſion to the Fleſh, 
and to act like Men who know, that 
whatever their Rights, Immunities, and 
Privileges are, they are ſtill bound, in all 


the Acts and Offices of Love, 10 n one 


another. 
. A third Caſe, in which c 


tion and Prudence are neceſſary for a well- 
waere Conduct, is that of avoiding and 
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/ Circumſpection 


reſting Temptations. God, who has en- 
dowed us with moral Faculties, capable 
of high Degrees of Improvement, has 
placed us here in a State of Diſcipline and 
Probation : The very Notion of this 
State, implies + Difficulties and Tempta- 
tions, by which we are in Danger of be. 
ing ſeduced into Practices, contrary to 
the Law of our Duty, and inconfiſtent 
with our true Dignity and'- Happineſs. 
Accordingly we find that we are ſurrounded 
with innumerable Temptations, - ariſing 
from various Objects, which ſtrongly ſo- 
licit and prompt us to Evil. The wiſeſt 


and beſt of Men, in the moſt confirmed 


State of Virtue which they arrive at in this 


World, ſtill meet with Embarraſſments 


and Trials enough, to put them upon 
their Guard, and to make them very vigi- 
lant over their Conduct. And it is certain, 
that the greateſt Part of Men are fre- 
quently drawn into ſome flagrant and 
enormous Acts of Wickedneſs, by Means 
of thoſe Temptations to which they are 


expoſed. A very neceſſary and eſſential 
Part, therefore, of that Diſcretion and 
Caution which becomes a Chriſtian, or a 


Man * deſirous to attain to that 
State 


in our moral Conduct. 


of the Temptations which he has to 
ſtruggle with; and fortifying himſelf 
againſt the Influence of thoſe which he 
muſt encounter; in avoiding, as much as 


he can, whatever he knows from Expe, 


rience to have been the Occaſion of ſur- 
prizing or betraying him into any Sin or 
Immorality, whether it has been Idleneſs, 


bad Company, or a Regard to the Cuſtoms 


and Faſhions of a degenerate World; and 


in arming himſelf, when he foreſees the 


Approach of Temptations, with a delibe- 


rate Reſolution of oppoſing and with- 


ſtanding them, and eſpecially thoſe of 


them, which, from their frequent and al- 


moſt conſtant Operation, have the greateſt 


Power over him; ſuch as have their 
Foundation in his natural Conſtitution and 
Temper, in Cuſtom and Habit, in his 
Age, Situation and Employments in the 
World; or which, from the great Terror 


that accompanies them, are apt to over- 
power Reaſon, and to deprive him of the 
Succours which he might derive from 


thence, . The Conſiderations upon which 
we 


State of Perfection and Happineſs of SERM* 
which he is capable, conſiſts in leſſening, VIII. 
as far as it is in his Power, the Number 
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StRM,. we are to found and ſapport our Determi- 
VIII. nations in all Caſes of this Sort, are the 


Odject of our Attention, and to proſecute 


Importance and Honour of watching, and 
contending againſt Temptations ; the glo- 
rious Reward which, in caſe we ſucceed, 
we ſhall receive from God, the Spectator, 
Witneſs, and Judge of our Conduct, and 


the Strength with which he isalways ready 
to ſupply us, when we faithfully exert 


our own Powers, to inſure to us Victory 
and Succeſs ; and the Shame, Ignominy, 
and Wretchedneſs of being drawn away 


from our Duty, and driven from that Sta- 


tion of high Dignity and Glory which 
our Creator deſigned us for, by the Al- 
lurements of any trifling low Advantages 
and Pleaſures, or the Apprehenſions of 


| any ſhort tranſitory Loſſes and Pains. 


4. The laſt Caſe which I ſhall mention, 
wherein Circumſpection and Prudence are 
neceſſary in the Courſe of a good Life, is 
that of ceping the main Purpoſe of Life al- 
ways in View, and making all the other A, 


ais we engage in duly ſubordinate and ſub- 


ervient ta it. Having once fixed on any 
excellent and important End, it is a prin- 
cipal Point of Wiſdom to make it the great 


it 


in our moral Conduct. 


every Chriſtian muſt be ſuppoſed to be 
fixed as to his principal Deſign in Life, 
the improving and perfecting himſelf in 
all Virtue, he muſt, if he acts prudently, 
have this important Affair actually in his 
Thoughts as often as he can: and at leaſt 
habitually intend it; fo as to make all 
that he does ſome way or other conducive 
to it, or however to take care that none 
of his Actions be inconſiſtent with, or 
repugnant to it. A Man intent upon 
this great End, wall, if he conducts him- 
ſelf with Diſcretion, not only promote it 
by the Means which are moſt directly and 


immediately ſubſervient to it, the external 


Acts of Devotion, and the inſtrumental 


Duties of Religion, in which he will be 
very ſerious and diligent; but endeavour 


to make his common Tranſactions in the 
World to turn to the Furtherance and 
Advancement of it; by going through 
them all, in a Manner becoming him as a 
rational Being, and a good Chriſtian ; by 


doing whatever be does in his ſecular Affairs, 


as the Apoſtle exhorts, heartily, as unto 
tbe 


it ſteadily and uniformly, in the Uſe of all SER NI. | 
the Means which are juſt and fair for ef- VIII. 
fecting and accompliſhing it. Now as — 
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SERUM. the Lord; conſidering the neceſſary Buſi- 
VIII. neſs of his Station as a Taſk impoſed on 
EY him by Providence, which he therefore 
chearfully ſubmits to in Obedience to the 

Will of God, and faithfully performs 
from a ſincere Deſire of pleaſing him who 
appointed his Duty, and from whom at 

Hſt he is to look for his Reward; and ex- 
tracting from thoſe daily Occurrences 

which will afford it (as ſome of them al- 

moſt always will) Matter for ſerious and inf 

devout Contemplation, and inward Acts ] 

of Gratitude, Thankſgiving, and Prayer, I **: 

to the wiſe, and bountiful, and righteous Per 
Author and Governor of all Things. It I -* 

is certain that a great deal of the Secret Cor 

or Art of good living, and virtuous Im- Go! 
provement, confiſts, not only in perform- 1 

ing thoſe Duties, which are properly reli- lar) 

gious, worthily and acceptably, but in 101 
managing all our worldly Buſineſs with * 

ſuch Sng/ene/s of Heart, as St. Paul ſays, flec 

and ſuch Recollection of Mind, as will abo 

not only prevent its putting the principal I en 

End of our Being out of Sight, but even Cor 
make it. the Occaſion of bringing that fre- live 
quently into our Thoughts, and of con- bur 

q tributing to our more effectual Attainment A 

| of 


272 89080 


in our moral Conduft. 


of it. The Reaſons which ſhould deter- S ERM. 
mine us to act thus, are the incomparable VIII. 


Excellence and Worth of that, which con- 
ſtitutes the main Buſineſs of Life; the 
Wiſdom of taking Care of it, before all 
other Things, and by all the Methods 
proper for promoting it; and the fatal 


Miſtake which we ſhall fall into, if we 


ſhall neglect it, or be diverted from pur- 
ſuing it, by any Affairs or Concerns of 3 an 
inferior Conſideration. TY 

II. I proceed now, as 1 e in 0 
Second Place,. to point out briefly the pro- 
per Methods; of raiſing ſuch a Habit of 
Circumſpection, and Attention to our 


— 


Conduct, as may be effectual for _ good 


Government of it. 

1. And the firſt Step that ſeems neceſ- 
ſary to be taken by us for this Purpoſe, is 
to make ourſelves thoroughly ſenſible, that 
as we are made for Conſideration and Re- 
flection, ſo the moſt important Object, 
about which we can employ our Reflec- 
tion and Attention, is our own moral 


Conduct and Behaviour. If we had a 


lively Perſwaſion of this Point fixed in 


our Minds, it could hardly fail to keep us 


Aways awake to every Thing that had 


any 
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, Circumppettion 
any Connexion with good Morals in us, 
and to make us very careful and delicate in 
ordering our Converſation. And if any 
one really intends to ſettle a deep Impreſ- 
ſion of this Matter in his Mind, he can- 


not, certainly, meet with any great Difli- 
culty in doing it. Whoever has taken 


the flighteſt Review of the Furniture of 
his Mind, and has had any Experience of 
the Operation of his natural Faculties, 
muſt know that he is made for, and is 
very capable of Contemplation and Re- 
flection, and that indeed a great Part of 
the diſtinguiſhing Dignity and Glory of his 
Nature, confiſts in his making a becoming 
Ufe of his Powers of Underſtanding and 
Reflection. It is likewiſe extremely evi- 
dent, that the moral State of a Man is by 
far the moſt momentous Object upon 
which he can exercife his Thoughts, and 


fix his Attention; as it is upon this that 


almoſt the Whole of his Happineſs de- 
pends. The great Rule of the divine Go- 
vernment over rational moral Agents, is 


that V batever they fow, that ſhall they alj 


reap. This Law, which hath an im- 
moveable Foundation in the Nature of God 
bimſelf, and which likewiſe neceffarily re- 

| ſults 


in our moral Conduct. 


lults from our Conſtitution, takes Effect Ss. 
even now, in a very conſiderable Degree; VIII. 
(as far as the Purpoſes of God in the pre- 9 


ſent, Syſtem require or allow that it ſhoald) 
it being plain, that the Happineſs of good 


Men, though not compleat in this World, 
is yet, beyond all Compariſon, purer and 


And it will take place moſt eminently in 


a future State, where, according to all 


the Notions that we can rationally have of 


that State, all poſſible Juſtice and Honour 


will be done to real Merit and Virtue; 
where good Men ſhall reap the Fruit of 
their Goodneſs, in an Exaltation to the 


higheft Dignity, Glory, and Joy; and 


the Bad ſhall receive te Wapes gf their 
Unrighteouſneſi, in a Condemnation to 'a 
State of the loweft Infamy, and moſt in- 


ſupportable Diſtreſs and Miſery. As no- 


thing, therefore, can be more clear and 
certain, than that the morally-good Con- 
duct of a Man is the only Ground upon 
which he can expect Happineſs, let us 
affe@ our Minds, as we eafily may, with a 
ſtrong Senſe of this Truth ; and it muſt 
naturally lead us-into a Train of the moſt 
uſeful Conſideration: and Attention, and 

| deter- 
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SrRNM. determine us to employ our Powers of ie 

VIII. Reaſon and Reflection to the moſt valuable I ta; 

o ell Putpoſes, that of watching over N mc 

and governing 3 a warp” Berk of our N wh 
Behaviour. $4144 bp ai noi tio! 

2. After 7” ** — 3 upon let 

our Minds a juſt Senſe of the Importance ¶ by 

of taking heed to our moral Conduct, let N wh 

us then enter upon a ſerious Examination ine 

of it, and inure ourſelyes gradually to a pe 

4 patient and , conſtant, Obſeryatien of it. foo 
Even though we ſhould be apprehenſive I Cor 


that, upon a Survey of our moral State, N eaf 
1 we ſhall find ſeveral Things very: faulty Str. 
and diſorderly in it, let not that diſoourage W fro: 
| us from taking a View, of it; ſincs it is N ha 


only by diſcovering our Errots, and amend- p 


4 ing them, that we can arriye at. a, ſolid I ind 
= Peace of Mind, and enjoy a reaſonable in 


Proſpect of future Happineſs ;, But in this ſity 
Caſe, let us rather ſet about an. Enquiry get 
into the State of our Morals, with more our 
Haſte and Reſolution, from a Senſe of the jy; 
great Danger of delaying, it, and the in- Pot 
finite Moment of having our Behaviour N 
immediately well- ordered. And having jy; 
brought our Conduct into ſuch an Order, Il aq 
as that it will ſtand the Teſt. upon a Re- ¶ our 

| view, \ 


2ut0 ou, #hora! Condadd. 


view, let us charge ourſelves with a den- SERM. 


ſtant Attention to it, and aceount that the VIII. 
hay OO 


moſt important Buſineſs of our Life; 
when at any Time we perceive our Atten- 
tion to our Behaviour beginning tò flag, 
let us take Care to awaken and keep it up, 
by ſome of thoſe affecting Conſiderations, 
which are always at hand, for enlivening 
and ſupporting it. By frequent and re- 


peated Exerciſes of this Sort, we ſhall 
ſoon form # Habit of watching over our 


Conduct, which will be quite natural and 
eaſy to us, and which will daily gather 
strength from our perſevering in it, and 
from the Benefit and Pleaſure which we 
hall find to reſult from it. | 

3. Laftly; Whereas we are always frail 
ind impbtent, ſubject to an Inconſtancy 
in our Reſolutions, and to a great Diver- 
ſity of Temper. 
gether upon ourſelves, for talking Care of 
out Conduct, but endeavour. to derive 
Viſdem from Him, who'is the Spring and 
fountain of it, and gfoerh it ' Bberally # Zo "all 
who aff, „And 1 pBraideth © not ; and in an 
humble Cchsdenee in his Direction and 
Afſtance; let us guard all the Mofſbns of 
our Hearts, and the While of our Con- 
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226 Of Circumſbection. 

SERM. verſation: Thus, it may be hoped, that 
VIII. we ſhall attain to, and perſevere in, a 
good State of Mind, and make a conti- 
nual Progreſs in all Virtue, according to 
the Aſſurances given us by ſeveral of the 
Sacred Writers: Truſt in the Lord with all | 
; thine Heart, and lean not to thine own Un- 

E 1-  derflanding : In all thy Ways acknowledge 
| | him, and be ſhall direct thy Paths. Commit NI 
thy Way unto the Lord, truſt alſo in bim, and 
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a SERMON IX. 
edve | | & 
m The Nature of Godlineſs explained, 
al ERA CITY at 


2 PETER, I. 6. 


And to Patience, Godlmeſs, 


LL who acknowledge the Exiſt. SzRM. 
ence of a Deity, or of a Being, in- IX. 
initely wiſe, powerful, juſt, and good, W 
the Creator, Preſerver, and Governor of 
all Things, agree, that there is ſome pe- 
culiar Reſpe& and Homage to be paid to 
lim, by his intelligent Creatures : None 
but Atheiſts, or ſome Perſons extremely 
nadvertent and inconſiderate, who hardly 
JN efle& upon any Thing at all, can be in- 

| | Q 2 ſenſible 
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IX. 
— 


be a Matter of the greateſt Importance to 
us, to underſtand and practiſe the Duty 
which we owe to God, who is a Being of 


Reaſons for practiſing the Duties of God- 
: And, Third! * The proper Methods of rig 


Piety and Devotion towards him. 


with reſpect to Almighty God. - Now 


The Nature of Godlingſs explained. 
ſenſible of this. And it muſt, certainly, 


the greateſt Excellency, and upon whom 
we have an entire Dependance, and with 
whom, of all Beings whatſoever, we have 
moſt to do. Now as all the Reſpect and x 
Duty, which we owe immediately to God, | 
come under the Name of Godline/s, which h; 
St. Peter here recommends among other 
Duties and Virtues, with which we are to 
adorn our holy Chriſtian Profeſſion, | 5 
ſhall, for explaining and illuſtrating this of 
Subject, conſider, Firſt, The Nature of 
Godlineſs, or wherein that Temper and fee 
Behaviour conſiſt, which become us, with * 


reſpect to Almighty God. Secondly, The Af 
lineſs or Piety, which we owe to him: 


raiſing and cultivating a Temper of rational 


I. I ſhall conſider the Nature of God- 
lineſs, or ſhew you wherein that Tempe! 
and Behaviour conſiſt, which become us 


theſe comprehend the Exerciſe of all thoſe 
1 _ 


The Nature of Godlneſs explained. 229 


Diſpoſitions and Affections towards him, SERNM. 
J. wich naturally ariſe in us from the Con- IX. 
0 fideration of his Attributes and Perfections, W 
ty and the Obligations which he hath laid 


of upon us, and the Relations in which he 5 
" Wl ftands to us. And, perhaps, it may help Fi 
th us to apprehend the more eafily, how we 1 
ought to be affected towards God, to con- ; 
1. ſider what the Temper of our Minds is, 1 
* towards any Perſon of a perfe&, or very 1 
1 high Character, for Wiſdom, Power, Juſ- 4 
"I tice, and Goodneſs, among Men; and : 
p who hath alſo been our great Friend and 15 
. . BgBenefactor. All of us know, how we are 1 
- affected towards a Man of this Character; 0 
at leaſt we know, how we would be af- +3 
and fected towards one, who was juſtly enti- 15 
tled to it: And the ſame Diſpoſitions and 4, 
* Affections, which we do, or would exer- 1 
"I ciſe towards ſuch a Perſon, conſtitute a 1 

5. 


of right Temper towards God himſelf; only 
with this Difference, that when we exer- 
ciſe theſe Affections towards God, they 
muſt be carried much further, on Account 
of the ſuperior Perfection of his Nature, 
Per and his great Beneficence to us, which 


[1 
1 
of 
* 
2] 
. 4 
f 
! p 4 
F 
q 


4 infinitely ſurpaſſeth all that any Man can: 
bob poſſibly confer upon us. 


Diſ- \* No W. 
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SkE RN. Now, it is plain, that upon our per- hit 
IX. ceiving any Excellencies, or good Quali- an. 
1 any Man, we neceſſarily find ſome I ma 
| honourable Sentiments, and kind Inclina- Il plc 
tions, towards him, raiſed in our Minds: hir 

We cannot but reverence, eſteem, and Ml wh 

love a Perſon of fuperior Merit, who hath to 

great Abilities for doing good, with a ge- ¶ cic 
nerous Diſpoſition to employ thoſe Abili- W Tr 

ties for the Happineſs of all he converſeth IM he! 
with, even though we ourſelves had no in 
particular Concern or Intercourſe with MW out 

him: And much more muſt we reverence ¶ wo 
and love him, if we know him to be our N wo 
- particular Friend and Benefactor, that he Per 
had been the great Promoter of our Hap- WW dor 
pineſs, and was always deviſing the wiſeſt WW kin 
and moſt effectual Means of ſecuring and N wei 
encreaſing it; that he had taken us into cor 
his peculiar Protection, and laid down for I Nat 
us ſuch Meaſures and Rules of Action, as, N wol 
if we would but obſerve them, would WW den 

make us live up to the Dignity of our Be- be. 
ings, and render us always calm and-ealy N 
in ourſelves, and was ſtill ready to aſſiſt tion 
us in our Diſtreſſes, and to order all our ¶ him 
Affairs for the beſt. In this Caſe, we dem 
could not but have a high Veneration of WW whe 
. | | him, 


The Nature of Godlineſs explained, 


him, and feel very lively Motions of Love SerRM. 
and Gratitude towards him in our Breaſts, IX. 
making us to do every Thing that will 


pleaſe him, and render us agreeable ta 


him, and heartily ſorry and aſhamed, 
whenever we happened to offend him, and 


to take Delight in imitating his Excellen- 
cies: We ſhould likewiſe have a great 
Truſt and Confidence in him, and from 
hence be encouraged to aſk his Aſſiſtance 
in our Difficulties, and chearfully reſign 


ourſelves to his Determinations. Thus 


would we be affected, and in this Manner 
would we behave ourſelves towards any 
Perſon, of whoſe ſuperior Power, Wit- 
dom R ighteouſneſs and Goodneſs, and 
kind Inclinations to us in particular, we 
were fully ſatisfied. Such a Temper and 
Conduct would be moſt agreeable to our 
Nature, and our Reaſon and Conſcience 
would approve of them, as the moſt pru- 
dent, and the moſt becoming us that could 
be. þ ON 

| Now theſe ſame Sentiments and Affec- 
tions we muſt have with reſpe& to God 
himſelf, and after this Manner muſt we 


demean - ourſelves towards him: And 
when we do indeed think as honourably 
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SERM. And wwortliily of him as we can, and ex. 
3 pfeſs out high” Eſtem''of him; and our 
” fetvent Love Sa Gratitude to him; when 
wie endeavoar'td imitate his PerfeRions, 
when we place a firm Confidence in him, 
and pay an entire Submiffion and Reſig- 
nation-to him, we diſcharge the Duties of 
Picty, or Godlineſs, which we owe to | 
him. And from this general Account of 
the Nature of Godlineſs, the: following 

Particulars appear to be included in it: 

1, The moſt ſincere and high Reverence 
and Eſteem of the Deity. And, cer- 
tainly, We cannot but have the moſt re- 
ſpectful and honourable Apprehenſions of 
him, whenever we conſider the abſolute 

Perfection and Goodneſs of his Nature, 
The Attributes of Eternity and Immen- 
ſity, Almighty Power, and infinite Know- 
ledge, which are aſcribed to God, always 
fill our Imagination, and ſtrike us with 
the Idea of ſomething very great and 
awful. But they are his moral Excellen- 
cies, his Purity, and Truth, and Juſtice, 
or which perhaps comprehends them all, 
his Goodneſs, which make him appear 
amiable to us, and which are the princi- 


pal Objects of our Approbation, Eſteem, 
| and 


The Nature of Godlineſs explained. 


and delightful Contemplation, We, are SER. 
ſo conſtituted, that we cannot but approve IX. 


and admire moral Worth and Goodneſs 
wherever it appears: Even the limited 
Excellence which the Creatures are poſ- 
ſeſſed of, commands a great Degree of 
our Reſpe& and Veneration. The good 
Diſpoſitions of Men, exerted in the moſt 
wiſe and prudent Methods for producing 


the greateſt Happineſs in their Power, ne- 


ver fail to make us exceedingly revere and 


honour them. How much more then 


muſt the perfect Goodneſs of the Deity, 
conducted by his infinite Wiſdom, for pro- 
ducing all the Happineſs which his Al- 


mighty Power can effect, be the Object of 
our Veneration? It is impoſſible for any 


Man to obſerve the Inſtances of the Di- 


vine Goodneſs, which appear in the Strue- 


ture of the Univerſe, in the exquiſite Or- 


der and Beauty of it, and all the Contri- 


vances of infinite Wiſdom and Power in 
the ſeveral Parts of it, for giving Life and 
Support to innumerable Multitudes of 
ſenſitive Creatures, and for pleaſing the 
Imaginations of Men; in the Diſpoſitions 
to Love and Gratitude, and that Senſe of 


| Good and Right which are implanted in the 


Hearts 


2 
" 
1 : 
BET 
; or. 
1 + Fo 
. 
Wat 
„ 
1 
4 
* 
1 
* Fu 
ik 
FR 
"ns 
7 
4 2 
1 
TE 
ME 
+0 
* F 
by 1 7 
1 
+. 
34 TT ] 
1 
5 - QTY 
8 
1 
A Tak 
a8 
7 
bu > 
* — 
' 1 
i 327 
1 
. 
, „ 
Wh 
OE 
4 4 
Ls 
"= 
N ag 
1 
* 7 i 
* 5 
i 4 
4%, 1 
ai 
= - 
e 
af + 
1 : 
IF 
A 
„ 
* 1 
"LIL 
; a] 
* : 
4 
75 9 4 
% A 
be | 8 
1 
a 
W-., 
4-4 
4 
Was” 
9 1 
. 
75 
| 
4, mt. tt 
"vu XS) 
2 
„ 
27 
Len - 
1 0 
nm 


"ISE 


CREE ro 
* — Io ——— x 
RS x 


OIL 


be Naturegf Godlinsfe explained. 


SERM. Hearts of Men, which are the Sources 


not only of great Happineſs to others, but 
" likewiſe of the moſt intenſe and durable 
Pleaſures to themſelves; and in that Pro- 
viſion, which. is made for the Support of 


their Beings, ſo long as their Creator ſees 


it neceſſary for them to continue in this 
World, and for their obtaining a greater 
Happineſs, when they are removed out of 
it, in another: It is plainly impoſſible for 
any one to conſider all this, without having 
his Mind- filled with the moſt perfect 
Eſteem, and the moſt pleafing Admiration 


of him, who made, and preſerves this 


goodly Frame of the World, and who is, 
and will be, the Fountain of ſo much 
Joy and Happineſs. Nothing can be more 
Juſt and natural, than thoſe Expreſſions 
of Praiſe and Admiration, which very 
frequently occur in the Sacred Writers, 
upon their contemplating the amiable 
Perſections of God, as they are diſco- 


vered by his Works: Oh that Men would 


praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſs, and his 
<vonderjul Works to the Children of Men! 
O Lord, how manifold are thy Works! m 
Wiſdom haſt thou made them all; the Earth 
a full of thy Riches. O how great is thy 

* | Goodneſs, 
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Grodneſs, which thou haſt laid up for them SER. 
that fear thee, which thou haſt wrought for IX. 
them that truſt in thee before the Sons of 


Men] Great and marvellous are thy Works, 
Lord God Almighty ; juſt and true are thy 
Ways, thou King of Saints] Thou art wor- 
thy,, O Lord, to receive Glory, and Honour, 
and Power ; for thou haſt created all Things, 
and for thy Pleaſure they are, and were 
created. | 
2. Another Part of Piety conſiſts in 
the Exerciſe of Love and Gratitude to- 
wards God. Love, or Good-will, always 
ariſeth very ſtrongly in us towards thoſe 
for whom we have a great Reſpect and 
Eſteem. If therefore we efteem' God as 
the moſt excellent, and the beſt of all 
Beings, we'cannot but have a moſt ardent 
Love of him, and be molt ſincerely diſ- 


poſed to do every Thing which we appre- 


hend will be pleafing and agreeable to 
him. And this muſt be our Temper to- 
wards him, even abſtracting from the 
Conſideration of thoſe Benefits which we 
ourſelves have received from him. But 
when we reflect on his Goodneſs to our- 
ſelves, that we have derived our Beings 
from it, that we live by it, and are in- 

debted 
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debted to it for all the Happineſs which 
we either have or expect; this muſt be a 
much greater Endearment to us of this 
Excellency in him, which is extremely 
amiable in itſelf. In this Caſe, we cannot 
but feel the moſt lively Gratitude, which 
is Love heightened by the Senſe of per- 
ſonal- Obligations, conſtraining us to do 


all Things which are moſt expreſſive of 


our Thankfulneſs, and our higheſt Eſteem 
of him, to whom we are ſo much, obliged; 
not only to acknowledge our Dependance 
upon him, and. our Obligations to him, 
and to praiſe him for his Goodneſs; but 
likewiſe moſt chearfully to comply with 
his Will, and to obſerve his Command- 
ments in every Particular, however dif- 
ficult the Obſervation of them may. ſome- 


times be. This is indeed the beſt Proof 
that we can give of our ſincere Gratitude | 


and Love to God; and therefore St. John 


tells us, This is the Love of God, that we 


keep his Commandments: And without this, 
it is certain, that all Pretences of Love to 
him are both vain and impudent in us. 

And the ſame Principles of Love and 


Gratitude to God, which engage us to 
_— him, cannot but make us moſt 


heartily 


Anguiſn, and Shame, which we find from 


fuſion, to know that we have counteracted 


ſo much Mercy and Goodneſs as he con- 
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heartily grieved and aſhamet, and bring SeRM. 
us to Repentance, whenever we are ſen- IX. 
ſible that we have tranſgreſſed his Laws, Ms: 
and incurred his Diſpleaſure. There is 
hardly any Thing which occaſions greater 
Uneaſineſs to us, and makes us more diſ- 
agreeable to ourſelves, than a Senſe of 
our having treated a Perſon of Worth 
baſely and unjuſtly, and our having abuſed 
the Kindneſs of a Friend. There is no 
Man, who hath any Generoſity or Gra- 
titude remaining in him, who will not be 
extremely trowbled, and think exceeding 
meanly of himſelf for ſuch a Conduct. 

What then muſt be the inward Remorſe, 
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a Conſciouſneſs of our having diſpleaſed 
and offended God, if we have but a lively 
Senſe of his Excellence, and grateful Im- 
preſſions of his Beneficence upon our Minds? 
Certainly it muſt give us the moſt ſtinging 
Reflections, and overwhelm us with Con- 


the Will of a Being of fo much Dignity 
and Exccllence, and have treſpaſſed again{t 


tinually exerciſeth towards us; and we 


will not be eaſy till we have wrought i in 
ourſelves 


238 


SER M. ourſelves a more immoveable Temper of 
I 
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Love-and Gratitude towards him, which 
may prevent our offending him, and keep 
us more reſolute, uniform, and ftedfaft in 
our Obedience to him for the future. 


And this is what St. Paul teacheth us, when 


he tells us that the Goodneſs of God, or that 


Gratitude which it inſpires, naturally 


leadeth Men to Repentance. 

3. A third Branch of Piety conſiſts in 
an Imitation of the moral Attributes and 
Perfections of God. This is indeed a 


Thing that we may be prompted to, from 


pure Generoſity and Greatneſs of Mind, 


from a laudable Ambition to dignify and 
adorn ourſelves with the moſt excellent 


and honourable Qualities; of -which the 
moral Perfections of the Divine Nature 


are the faireſt Example, and the trueſt 
Standard. But it is likewiſe a neceſſary 


Expreſſion of our inward Reverence and 


Love of the Deity. Nothing is more na- 
tural to us, than to conform ourſelves to 
the Example of any one, whoſe Character 


we highly admire and honour, and whom 


we conſider and regard as our Patron, and 
our Friend: A Similitude of Manners is 
uſually thought to be the beſt Mark of 

I our 


_ WP 
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our hearty, Approbation, and ſincere Love SERM. 
of his good Qualities. If therefore we IX. 
entertain any Thing of a becoming Re 


ſpe& to the Deity; if we really look upon 
his Character to be the proper Rule and 
Meaſure of all moral Beauty and Excel- 
lence; if we rejoice in the Intereſt that 
we have in his Attributes, and the Rela- 
tions which he bears to us, as a F ather, 
Governor, and Benefactor; we muſt, cer- 
tainly, deſire above all Things to become 
Partakers, as far as we can be, of his moſt 
amiable Perfections, and endeavour. to 
conduct ourſelves according. to the Ex- 
ample. of his Holineſs, Juſtice, Mercy, 
and Clemency, in our whole Converſation 


in the World. Our Saviour exhorts us to 


make it appear, that we are the Children 
of, our Father, awho 1s in Heaven, by being 
placable, friendly, and kind to our Ene- 


mies, in Imitation of the divine unlimited 


Patience and Goodneſs; and St. Paul re- 
quires us to be the Followers of God, as dear: 
Children; plainly intimating, that a Con- 
formity, to the Nature of God is a natural 
Conſequence of our. filial Reverence and 
Affection towards him. 7 
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| 4. A fourth Thing included in Godlineſs 
is, Truſt and Gonfidince in God, His 


—— Almighty Power, and his infinite Wiſdom 
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and Goodneſs, make him the moſt proper 
Object of our ultimate Truſt and Depend- 
ence. We think it prudent, and find 
ourſelves always diſpoſed, to commit our 
Affairs ſecurely to the Direction of any 
Perſon, who is able to manage them to 
greater Advantage than we ourſelves can 
do, and of whoſe great Judgment and 
Goodneſs we are fully ſatisfied. How 
chearfully then muſt we commit ourſelves, 
and all our Concerns, to the Diſpoſal of 
Him, who governs the World according 
to the Rules of the moſt perfect Wiſdom 
and Righteouſneſs, for the greateſt Good 
of all Mankind in genera}, and the Hep- 
pineſs of every good Man in particular? 
This Conſideration cannot but make us to 
diſburthen ourſelves of all our Cares and 
Anxieties, and to have the moſt firm Re- 
liance on the almighty and moſt gracious 
Director of all Things, being vated that, 
ſo long as we do our Duty, and endeavour 
to cleaſe him, he will give us every Ble!- 


ſing that is really neceſſary for us, and 
place 
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, place us in the ſame Circumſtances and SERM. 4 
, Condition of Life, in which we would IX. * 
a chuſe to be if we ſaw clearly what con- 4 
- © tributed moſt to our own Happinets. This "i 
5 moſt firm Confidence in God we may jo 
1 I juſtly have, even from thoſe Evidences of : 5 
power, Wiſdom,” Juſtice, and Goodneſs, 1 
which appear in the Adminiſtration and 1 
+ Government of the World ; and the po- 7 
\ © fitive Declaratians and Promiſes which he | 3 
3 I bath been pleaſed to make us in his 3 
1 Word, that his Providence ſhall be par- | 
; ticularly concerned for good Men, and 


E Il cauſe all Things which befall them to work 
„ WM fogether for their Happineſs, lay (till a far- 
M ther Foundation for our Dependence on 
3 bim, and muſt exceedingly ſtrengthen our 
Faith and Hope in him. And this intire 
2 Truſt which we have in God, muſt not 
to only free our Minds from all Anxiety, 
d and uneaſy Suſpicions and Doubts about 
the. Iſſue of our Affairs, but muſt alto en- 
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as courage us to make him our conſtant Re- 
t, fuge, in all Times of Danger and Dif- 
r reis, and to offer up our Prayers to him, 


bor all that Relief and Aſſiſtance which he 
14 ſhall ſee to be neceſſary or convenient for 
us, with a certain Expectation of being 

Voi. L = heard. 
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Ser. heard. And this is what the Scripture re- 


IX. 


commendeth to us when it calls upon us 


to pray in Faith; that is, not with a vain 


Preſumption of obtaining whatever we 


may ignorantly or weakly aſk of God, 
whether it would be becoming him to 


grant it to us, or good for ourſelves to re- 


ceive it, or not, which would be the 


Height of enthuſiaſtick Folly and Extra- 
vagance ; but with worthy Apprehenſions 
of the Deity, and a Perſuaſion that he is 
both able and readily diſpoſed to help us, 
and to give us ſuch Inſtances of his Favour 


as he knows will be beſt for us. And when 
we thus pray to God, and uſe our own 


Endeavours for obtaining the good Things 
which we defire from him, we need not 
fear but that our Petitions will be anſwered, 


and that all the Bleſſings, which tend moſt 


to our Happineſs, will be beſtowed upon 
us. | 

F. The laſt Part of Godlineſs conſiſts in 
Submiſſion and Reſignation to God. And 
the ſame Conſiderations which engage us 
to truſt in him before the Event, cannot 
but make us to ſubmit to him, after it 
hath come to paſs. If the Government 
of the World be really in the Hands of 


all 


ain 
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compathonate, and kind Being, who or- 
ders all Things for the beſt, and hath de- 
clared that he is in a ſpecial Manner con- 
cerned for the Happineſs of all good Men; 
then certainly there is a ſolid Foundation 
laid for our perfect Reſignation to him, 
and our chearful Acquieicence in all the 
Diſpenſations of his Providence, how 
grievous and affecting ſoever they may be. 
We are here indeed placed in a mixed un- 
certain State, in which Perſons of all Cha- 
racters and Ranks are frequently expoſed 
to Evils, which unavoidably create them 
a great deal of Pain and Uneaſineſs: But 
the Conſideration of the Wiſdom, Equity, 
and Goodneſs of Almighty God, in all his 
Dealings with Mankind, and his kind 


Intentions with reſpect to ſincere and up- 


right Men in particular, muſt be a noble 
Support to us, if we have a clear Con- 
ſciouſneſs of our Integrity, under all our 
Misfortunes, and make us patiently to 
ſubmit to them, and even gladly to em- 
brace them; for we may be ſatisfied, that 
they would never have befallen us, unleſs 
they had been neceſſary, and tended to our 
Adtentige.. The Lord never willingly af= 
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an almighty, omniſcient, and moſt juſt, SR 
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SERM. flicks or grieves any of the Sons of Men : 
IX. He chaſtens his Chilgren, not for his own 
— Pleaſure, but for their Profit. He ſees that 


a harſh Diſcipline is ſometimes neceſlary 
for correcting their Tempers, and prevent- 
ing their being overtaken with greater 
Evils, and for this Reaſon uſeth it towards 
them. And though we cannot penetrate 
into the Deſign of Providence in every 
particular Diſpenſation, or perceive al- 
ways, how a greater Good than could 
otherwiſe be obtained, is produced from 
the Miſeries which happen to Mankind; 
yet, ſince it is plain from all the Notions 
which we can rationally entertain of the 
Deity, that the Happineſs of Men is the 
End of his creating them, and of all his 
Diſpenſations towards them, we may very 
well leave it to himſelf, to bring about 
this End, either by Methods of Favour, 
or of Severity, as ſhall ſeem moſt proper 
to him in particular Caſes. And we have 
Reaſon to be perfectly contented with the 
Lot which he ſhall aſſign to us, though 
it ſhould at preſent be ſomewhat afflicting 
becauſe it is certain he can never do us 
any Wrong; and if we be careful to do 
our Duty, we ſhall find in the laſt Iſſue 


and 
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ind Reſult of Things, that the Adverſity SERM. 

which we here meet with, hath tended IX. 

more to our real and laſting Happineſs, — 

than greater Proſperity in the World would 

have done. This patient and ſubmiſſive 

Temper very well becomes us, in our 

preſent State of Frailty and Ignorance, 

when we cannot ſee afar off, nor take a 

View of the whole Scheme of Providence, 

ſo as to ſay, that Things might have 

been more wiſely deſigned and ordered, 

for the general Happineſs of Mankind, 

and our own. particular Advantage, than 

they are. And nothing, certainly, can be 

more impudent, as well as impious, than 

that ſuch weak and ſhort- ſighted Creatures 

as we are, ſhould repine at the Divine 

Government, and cenſure it, as unjuſt or 

unkind, when Things do not always fall 

out according to our Deſires, and anſwer 

our Expectations. If we have any Mo- 

deſty, or any Senſe of what is decent and 

becoming us, with regard to a Being of 

ſo much Wiſdom, Goodnels, and Juſtice, 

as God is, we cannot but entirely reſign 

ourſelves to him, and be perfectly ſatisfied 

with all his Determinations, which are 

certainly calculated for the moſt univerſal 
3 Good, 
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SERM. Good, though the Manner of effecting 


this is not yet fully known to us, Some 
good Men mentioned in Scripture, have 
| ſet us a noble Example of Contentment 
and Refignation under their AMiQions, 
which, when we are in the like Circum- 
ſtances, very well deſerveth our Imitation; 
as Eli, the High Prieſt of Mael, who, 
when he was acquainted with the terrible 
Deſtruction that was ſoon to fall upon his 
Children and Family, with the greateſt 
Calmneſs ſubmitted himſelf to God, ſay- 
ing, I is the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth 


him good. David likewiſe, I was dumb, and 


opened not my Mouth, becauſe thou, Lord, 
daidft it. And Job, who, when he had met 
with as great Misfortunes as it 1s almoſt 
_ poſſible for us to imagine could have fallen 
upon any Man, did yet, in the Midſt of 
all his hard Fortune, poſſeſs his Soul in the 
moſt admirable Patience, and found abund- 
ant Reaſon to blets and magnify the Name 
of the Lord. The Lord hath given, and the 
Lord hath taken away, ſaid he; bleſſed be 
the Name of the Lord. To which I ſhall 
add only another Example, which ſhould 
be familiar, or habitually preſent to the 
Mind of a Chriſtian, that of our bleſſed 
Saviour 
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Saviour himſelf, who, under the imme- SERM. 
diate Proſpect of his laſt bitter Suffering, IX. 
addreſſed himſelf thus to God: Father, if 
thou be willing, remove this Cup from me; 
nevertheleſs, not my Will, but thine be done. 

The other Things propoſed, muſt be the 
Subject of a following Diſcourſe. 


R 4 SERMON 


SE RM. 


X. 


SERMON X. 


The Practice of Godlineſs recom- 


mended. 


2 PETER I. 6. 


And to Patience, Godlingſi. 


II. AVING in the laſt Diſcourl 

explained the Nature of Godli- 
neſs, or ſhewn you wherein that Temper 
and Behaviour confiſt, which become us, 
with reſpe& to Almighty God, I ſhall pro- 
ceed now to conſider the Reaſons for prac- 


tiſing the Duties of Piety which we owe 


to him. 
I took Notice as I went along under the 
former Head, that there is a Foundation 


laid in Nature for the Exerciſe of God- 


lineſs; that we are ſo conſtituted, that 
upon 


1 


1 


Of the Practice of Calis. 


upon contemplating the abſolute Perfec- Senna: 
tion of the Deity, and his great Benefi- X. 


cence to us, we muſt have the higheſt 
Veneration of him, and be filled with the 


moſt ſincere Love and Gratitude to him, 


and that the Attributes of infinite Wiſ- 
dom, Power, and Goodneſs, which be- 
long to him, render him the Object of our 
moſt firm and hearty Reliance, and make 
it reaſonable to reſign ourſelves to him, 
with the utmoſt Contentedneſs and Chear- 
fulneſs: So that if we do not eſteem him 
above all Things, if we do not love him 
with our whole Hearts and Souls, if we 
have not the moſt tender and grateful 
Senſe of his Favours, and if we do'not 
make it the conſtant Study and Endeavour 
of our Lives to pleaſe, obey, and imitate 
him; if we do not think ourſelves and 
our Affairs to be perfectly ſafe in his Hands, 
and do not acquieſce in all the Diſpenſa- 
tions of his Providence, with the greateſt 
Submiſſion of Mind and Judgment poſ- 


ible, we act an unnatural and unbecoming 
Part, which we ſhall never be able to 
juſtify, which muſt make us, whenever 


we ſeriouſly reflect upon our own Conduct, 


to condemn ourſelves, as well as expoſe 


us 
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SERM. us to the Cenſure and Condemnation of 
X. all wiſe and good Men. But beſides this, 
let us farther conſider, 

1. The Amiableneſs of a truly pious 
Temper, and the Importance of it in Re- 
ligion. The Affections of Reverence and | 
Love, which naturally ariſe in us towards 
Perſons of real Worth and Goodneſs, and 
Gratitude towards Benefactors, with a 
Diſpoſition to pleaſe them, to imitate their 
good. Qualities, to truſt in.them, and to 

| ſubmit to their Counſels, when we know 
| | them to be wiſer than our own, always 
1 appear to us as very lovely and excellent 
1 Qualities of the Mind. Every Man's 
Conſcience approves of them, and they are 

univerſally eſteemed as great Perfections 

| and Ornaments of the Perſons in whom 
| they are found. Now theſe ſame Affections 
= and Diſpoſitions, which appear fo amiable, 
3 when exerciſed towards our Fellow- 
creatures, appear likewiſe very amiable 
when they are exerciſed towards God 
himſelf; eſpecially when they are raiſed as 
high as it is poſſible for us to carry them, as 
they ought to be, on account of the abſo- 
lute Perfection and Goodneſs of the Di- 


vine Nature; In this Caſe, they cannot bu 
be 
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be thought exceeding great Excellencies, SER. 


and they make a moſt lovely Part of a 


virtuous and good Character. And they 


are indeed neceſſary for forming a good 
Temper in us, and entitling us to the 
Character of virtuous Perſons : For if we 
be ſenſible that there is a Being of infinite 
Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Goodnels exiſting, 
who made and governs the World, and is 
the moſt kind and conſtant Benefactor of 
Mankind, which is plainly one of the 
moſt natural Apprehenſions of the human 
Mind, and which all may be ſuppoſed to 
be convinced of, who have had the Hap- 


pineſs of being ſo well inſtructed as we 


have been; and if we yet do not expreſs 
the greateſt Reſpect, Gratitude, and Love 
to this Being, and moſt readily obey him, 
imitate him, and ſubmit to him, we muſt 
be extremely defective in Goodneſs, or ra- 
ther altogether void of it. For how can 
it be thought, that the Excellencies, or 
worthy Qualities, which we diſcern in any 
Men, ſhould raiſe in us that Eſteem and 
Affection which we owe to them, if the 
ſupreme Excellence, and perfect Goodneſs 
of the Deity, do not, when we attend to 


them, inſpire us with all poſſible Reve- 


4 rence, 


X. 
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SERM. rence, Thankfulneſs, and Love to him, 
X. and diſpoſe us moſt heartily to imitate his 
Nature, to do his Will, and to reſign our- 
ſelves entirely to him? It is plain, that 

the Exerciſe of Piety is of the greateſt 
Importance in Chriſtianity, and neceſſary 

to make us the true Diſciples of our bleſſed 
Saviour. St. Paul informs us, that the 
Grace of God that bringeth Salvation, (by 

which he means the ſalutary Doctrine of 

the Goſpel) hath appeared to all Men, teach- an 

ing us, to deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, I far 

and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and god) | of 

in this preſent World. And St. Peter, in gic 

the Text, mentions Godlineſs as one of vio 

the Virtues which we are to practiſe in I on] 
conſequence of our Profeſſion of the Wl nef 
Goſpel, and as a Part of that Divine Na- giv 

1 ture, which the Promiſes of it have a Ten- N ow 
i dency to make us partake of. Our Sa- bef 

þ viour places the Love of God among Win 

. | the weightier Matters of Religion, and WW way 
calls the Law enjoining it 2he fit and of 
great Commandment ; and we are required Hoy 
70 worſhip God with the greateſt Stncerity; ¶ whi 
70 offer cont! nual Praiſes to him; to than, lice 

him for bis. Mercies ; ; to preſent ourſelves is dan | 


im * Af Sacrifices, * and acceptable; vent 
4 t0 
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truſt in him, and to caſt all our Cares upon 
him ; and to ſubmit and yield up ourſelves to 
him. Theſe Declarations and Precepts, 


which we meet with in the New Teſta- 
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to rejoice in him ; to follow his Example; to SERM. 


þ 
—— 


ment, may convince us that, in order to 


our diſcharging the Duty of Chriſtians, we 
muſt have our Hearts filled with all devout 
and pious Affections towards God, and 


abound in all Acts of Love, Obedience, | 


and Submiſhon to him. And we may be 
farther convinced of the great Importance 
of Godlineſs, and its Neceſſity in Reli- 
gion, from the Conſideration of our Sa- 
viour's Example. Our Lord. hath not 
only recommended all Virtue and Good- 
neſs to us by his Doctrine, but hath alſo 
given us a perfect Example of it in his 
own Behaviour : He hath particularly ſet 


before us, a moſt lively Pattern of Piety 


in his Converſation. His Mind was al- 


ways poſſeſſed with the higheſt Reverence 


of God, and the greateſt Zeal for his 
Honour, which engaged him in Actions 


which frequently expoſed him to the Ma- 


lice of his Adverſaries, and were extremely 
dangerous to him : He had the moſt fer- 
vent Love to his heavenly Father, which 


$-- made 
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SERM. made him to account it as Bis Meat 70 40 


X. 


his Will, and ſiniſp bis Work. He appears 
to have had the moſt lively Senſe of the 
Divine Goodneſs, and an entire Confi— 


| dence in it, which he expreſſed in the 


moſt hearty Thankſgivings and Prayers to 
God; and he was perfectly refigned to the 
Will of God, under all the cruel Perſecu- 
tions and Sufferings which befel him, 


which he moſt patiently and chearfully 


endured, in Obedience to the Command- 


ment which he had received from his Fa- 


ther; as well as out of his great Love and 
Goodneſs to Mankind, for whoſe Advan- 
tage his Sufferings were intended. Now 
our Saviour hath hereby moſt effectually 


recommended the Practice of Godlineſs to 


all his Followers; for none can with any 
Decency ſay, that he is their Lord and 
Maſter, and yet refuſe to imitate thoſe 
Virtues, which ſhined fo brightly in his 


Life, If we do not imitate them, all our 


Pretences of Reſpect to him may be juſtly 


- ſuſpected of Inſincerity; and it is certain 


that they will be altogether vain and uſe- 
leſs to us. Whoſoever ſaith be abides in 


him, muſt alſo ſo walk, as St, John tells us, 


even as he waked. 
2, 1 
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2. Another Argument to engage us to SERM. 
Godlineſs 1 is, that it will have a moſt happy X. 


Influence to make us holy and righteous 
in our whole Converſation in the World. 
Indeed, as God hath laid a Foundation in 
the Frame of our Nature for our perform- 
ing the Duty which we owe immediately 
to himſelf, ſo he hath likewiſe laid a 
Foundation for our exerciſing the Virtues 
which are to be practiſed by us, with re- 
pet to Mankind and ourſelves, by giving 
us Affections which ſtrongly incline us to 
at a ſocial, juſt, generous, and friendly 
Part in Life; and forming us ſo, that we 
muſt approve of Juſtice, Humanity, Cha- 
nity, Temperance, and Self-command, 
and condemn the contrary Vices, as ex- 
ceedingly baſe and mean: So that very 
often, in purſuance of the ſocial and kind 
Diſpoſitions of our Hearts, and from the 
inward Senſe of our Minds, or the natural 
Dictates of our Conſciences, concerning 
the Good or Evil, the Excellence or Baſe- 
nels of our Conduct, without any direct 
Conſideration of God, and the Duty 
which we owe to him, we acquit ourſelves 
in our Converſation and Intercourſe in the 
World, very worthily and honourably. 
. But 
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SERM. But our generous and kind Affections 
X. always exert themſelves with, greater Ef- 
— ficacy, and the Principle of Conſcience 
more ſurely guides us to a right Behaviour 

in our Dealings with Mankind, and in the 
Government of ourſelves, when Religion 

or Piety joins its Force: to them, and con- 

ſpires to produce the ſame upright, bene- 

1 3 volent and regular Conduct in us, which 
1 is fo agreeable to our Nature, and which 
we mult neceſſarily approve of. When 
we are poſſeſſed with an high Eſteem of 
the Deity, and a ſtrong Gratitude and 
Love to him, we ſhall account none of hi 
8 | Commandments grievous, and cannot fail to 
govern ourſelves according to the Rules of 
Equity, Mercy, Goodneſs, Moderation 
and Sobriety, which he hath preſcribed 
to us; which is certainly the moſt accep- 
table Method of ſerving him, and of ex- 
preſſing our Reſpect and Thankfulneſs to 
him: And if we be earneſtly deſirous of 
approving ourſelves to this Being, whom 
we ſo much eſteem, and have a Confidence 
and Hope in his Mercy, we ſhall from 
hence alſo be excited to the greateſt Care 
in keeping ourſelves unſpotted from the World, 
and in doing all the Good of which we are 
capable 
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capable in it; which is abſolutely neceſſary SERM, 
for our pleaſing him, and our entertaining X. 


areaſonable Hope of his Acceptance: So 
that pious Affections towards God will be 
rery effectual Principles of all Righteouſ- 
10% in whomſoever they prevail. Nothing, 
indeed, can more ſtrongly urge a Mind, 
already ſenſible of the intrinſic Excellence 
of the Thing, to the moſt vigorous Pro- 
ſecution of all Virtue, and better ſupport 
it under all Temptations to Wickedneſs. 
And it is certain, that the Want of theſe 
Affections is one Cauſe of that great In- 
pftice, Cruelty, Oppreſſion, Debauchery, 
nd Luxury, which may be found in the 
Conduct of ſo many Men: And therefore 
it is very juſtly obſerved in ſome Places of 
deripture, concerning the Perſons who are 
chargeable with theſe Vices, that they 4s 
nt underſtand, nor ſee God; that they do 
wt regard, or confider bim; that his Fear ts 
wt before their Eyes; and that they have no 
Love to him. If they had any worthy 
Conceptions of him, if they had any Re- 
rerence and good Diſpoſitions towards 
bim, they would certainly be careful to 
pleaſe him, by forming their Behaviour in 
the World according tohis Laws and his Ex- 

K . ample, 
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tisfaction. The moſt agreeable and de- 


What Delight then muſt theſe Affections, 


lovely a Being, and fo great a Benefactor 
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ample, and reſolutely abſtain from the 
Crimes that they commit, which muſt be 
conceived by us to be in the higheſt De- 
gree offenſive and diſpleaſing to him. 

3. The laſt Conſideration to recom- 
mend Godlineſs to us 1s, that it will tend 
exccedingly to our own Intereſt and Hap- 
pineſs. The Exerciſe of it will afford us 
the moſt ſincere and high Pleaſure and Sa- 
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lightful Senſations of which we are con- 
ſcious, always ariſe from the Exerciſe of 
our Love and Gratitude; and the ſtronger 
theſe Affections are in us, the greater is the 
Pleaſure which we receive from them, 


raiſed to the higheſt Degree, towards ſo 


as God is, give to us! They muſt cer- 
tainly put us into the moſt agreeable State 
of Mind that can be, and yield ſuch Con- 


tentment and Satisfaction, as is far pre- 


terable to every other Enjoyment : They Nigo. 
indeed ſometimes exalt the Soul into Yatih 
Extaſy and Rapture, and fill it with ſuch Ige . 
exuberant Pleaſure as is only to be felt, ich 


and can never be fully expreſſed in Words. ien 
And beſides thoſe raviſhing and tranſport- It, 


6 ing 
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ing Emotions of Pleaſure and Joy, which Szxm:. 
the truly Devout and Pious ſometimes feel X. 
from the Exerciſe of their kind and grate- 
ful Affections towards God, they have al- 
ways a calmer Satisfaction whenever they 
reflect upon his Goodneſs, and conſider 
their own Intereſt in it: The Contem- 
pation of that wiſe and good Order in 
which the Affairs of the World are ad- 
niniſtered, baniſheth all Horror and 
Glootnineſs from their Minds, and dif- 
uſeth a ſerene Joy and Chearfulneſs 
hrough all their Faculties; and their 
onfidence in the ſupreme Diſpoſer of all 
hings, ſettles them, as far as their pre- 
ent Condition permits, in Quiet and 
ranquility. No Apprehenſion of diſtant 
ils diſturbs their Imaginations; no 
inxiety and Solicitude about the Iflue 
id Succeis of their Projects and Deſigns, 
icompole their Nights or Days; their 
inds are freed from all theſe uneaſy 
alfions, and left open to every innocent 
tatification or Enjoyment, and they 
ite all the Pleaſure in ſuch Enjoyments 
hich they are capable of affording. And 
hen they fall into any unavoidable Trou- 
es, their Truſt in Providence is a 
82 mighty 
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mighty Support to them, and enables 
them manfully to bear their Diſtreſſes, 
in Hope of Deliverance from them; or, 
if God is pleaſed to continue their Afffic- 
tions, their perfect Reſignation to him 
prevents all Murmuring, Fretfulneſs, 
and Diſcontentment in them, which are 
very tormenting Diſpoſitions of Mind, 
and add greatly to the Miſery of the Al- 
flifted : So that a Temper of ſolid Piety 
will make the worſt Condition as tolerable 
as it can be, and will conſiderably alleviate 
the Calamities which it cannot wholly re- 


move. And as a Temper of Godlineſs 


will be thus attended with the trueſt 


Pleaſure, and other very great Advantages 
in this World, ſo it may be juſtly thought 
that it will have a great Influence on our 
Happineſs in the World to come. A 


-” very large Share of that Happineſs which 


we hope to partake of in a future State, 
will moſt certainly ariſe from our moſt 


perfect Eſteem, Gratitude, and Love to 


the Deity, and the moſt vigoraus Exerciſe 
of theſe Affections towards him. This will 
be always a moſt delightful Employment 
of the Mind, in the higheſt State to which 


we ſhall hereafter be advanced. New Acts 


6 | — 
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of Piety naturally prepare us for this Hap- SAN. 
pineſs, and lay a Foundation for our en- 


joying it: For that Temper of Mind 


which theſe Acts form in us, will be ſo 
far from being diminiſhed, that it will be 
greatly improved and increaſed in the next 


Life, when we come to have a much 
clearer Knowledge of God, and a much 
more lively Senſe of his Goodneſs, than 
we can now attain to: And when by this 


Means this Temper is raiſed to the greateſt 


Height in us, it cannot but give us the 
moſt abundant Delight and Satisfaction. 
do that even Love to ourſelves, or a Regard 
to our own Happineſs, ſhould determine 
us to acquire a godly Diſpoſition of Heart, 
by attending to all the Confiderations, and 
uſing all the Means, which naturally tend 
to raiſe and improve it in us. 


3. The laſt Thing which J propoſed 


vas, to conſider the proper Methods of 


raiſing and cultivating a Temper of rational 
Piety and Devotion in us. 

1. Let us be at Pains to acquire juſt 
Notions of the Deity: For the Opinions 
which we form of him, will have the 
greateſt Influence on our Temper and 


Bchaviour towards him. Wrong Appre- 
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us into a vicious and immoral Worſhip of 


| him. If we ſuppoſe ſuch Qualities inhe- his 
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SERM. henfions concerning him, will produce Ny 
X. nothing but Superſtition in us, and lead Fri 
| | as 


rent in him, as can be found only in weak 
or wicked Men; ſuch as an Affectation of | 
Praiſe and Glory, Delight in Pomp andl *P 


Pageantry, and a ceremonious Attend. ſW'** 
| ance; a Fondneſs for vain Conceits ande 


empty Speculations, and the Obſervance 
of uſeleſs and trifling Rites ; a captious, 
wrathful, and revengeful Temper, which 
is eaſily provoked upon every flight Of 
fence, and very ſevere upon the unhappy 
Offender; Partiality and Arbitrarineſs in 
diſtributing his Favour, not to all who 
equally deſerve it, but only to ſome few, 
while all others are deſpiſed and hated b 
him : If we include theſe and ſuch like 
Things in our Idea of God, we ſhall ne 
ver have any hearty Veneration and Love 
of him; nor a firm Truſt and Depend- 
ance on him; nor endeavour to pleaſe him 
by any Actions which are really excellent 
and praiſe-worthy : But whenever we 


think of him, we ſhall be filled with them 
ſullen Dread and Fear of him; we ſhal win] 
be always jealous and ſuſpicious of him, MY, 


and 
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and ready to run into any abſurd or fooliſh SERNM. 
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| 
100 Freaks which our Fears may ſuggeſt to us, X. 
p of as proper for appealing him, and gaining —— 


reak ; 
* be very apt to be zealous for his favourite 
* Opinions, and thoſe little Uſages and Ce- 
. remanies which he is ſuppoſed to be par- 
and ticularly fond of, and harſh and cruel 
cel o all whom we apprehend to be out of 
ous bis Favour, and obnoxious to his Diſ- 
nich pleaſure. This is the Temper which al- 
0M v2ys ariſeth in Men, from conceiving the 
ppy Being, whom they acknowledge for their 
- in Cod, as vain, capricious, cruel, and ar- 
hol bitrary, if they be governed by their Con- 
e, Moeptions of him, and ſuffer theſe to pro- 
| duce their natural Effect upon them. In 
like order, therefore, to the forming of a right 


Temper towards the Deity in us, it is 


ne 8 
ore neceſſary to remove from our Notions of 
wb him all thoſe Qualities which have been 


mentioned, which we always condemn as 
Weakneſſes, Defects, and Vices in Men, 
ind which, when found in them, render 
them, if we are in their Power, very 
awful and terrible to us; and on the con- 
trary, that we conceive of him, as a Being 


* his Favour, or which we may apprehend 
vill be agreeable to his Humour; we ſhall 
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SERM. of perfect and immutable Juſtice and 
X. Goodneſs, to whom the higheſt Worth 
and Excellence belongs, who, though he 
w is poſſeſſed of all Knowledge and all 
Power, yet never uſeth theſe Properties 
for any fanciful or malicious Purpoſes, 
but who neceſſarily delights in doing Good, 
and is fixed on promoting the univerſal 
Happineſs of his Creatures, and is never 
diverted from the wiſeſt and moſt effec- 
tual Proſecution of this End, by any of 
the Accidents or Occurrences of this 
World; who is no Reſpefter-of Perſons, but 
the common Father of Mankind, who all 
taſte of his unenvied Bounty, and will be 
all moſt graciouſly accepted and rewarded 
by him at laſt, if they are careful to pleaſe 
him by that worthy and generous Con- 
duct which is agreeable to his Nature, | 
and required by his Commandments, and | 
which alone deſerveth his Acceptance. MW 
This, as it is the only worthy Idea that 
we can have of God, and the only juſt and 
true one which both Reaſon and Revela- | 
tion give us of him, ſo it lays a Foun- 
dation for our higheſt Eſteem of this molt 
excellent and good Being; for our loving, 
_ obeying, and imitating him, moſt entirely 
and 
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and and heartily ; for our firm Confidence in 8SERM. | j 
orth him, and Hope of his Favour, upon our X. bf 
n he fincere Endeavours to pleaſe him; and for 54 
all our abſolute Submiſſion to him, in all 
rties Events and Circumſtances of Life. And 
ſes, if we keep this amiable Idea of him, 
ood, Ml ſtrong and lively in our Minds, it is im- 
eral poſſible that it ſhould not excite theſe 


ever Affections, and raiſe this Temper in us. 
fec- I And this brings me to take Notice of, 
7 of 2. A Second Rule for raiſing and im- 
this proving a Temper of ſolid Piety in us, 
but which is, keeping up a lively Senſe of the 
all Excellence and the Goodneſs of God 
| be in our Minds, by ſerious Attention to 
ded them, and frequent Reflections upon them. 
ale It is | poſſible, that we may have very 
on- worthy and juſt Apprehenſions of the Na- 
Ire, ture and Perfections of God, and yet if 
ind we but ſeldom attend to them, or think 
ce, of them only in a cold and ſuperficial 
nat way, they will make no deep Impreſſions 
nd on us, nor produce any good Affections 
la- towards him in our Hearts. But when 
n- we have fixed a ſtrong Senſe of his ſeve- 
oft ral Excellencies in our Minds, by frequent 
g. Reflection, and a ſerious Conſideration of 
ly them, they cannot but inſpire us with 
ls the 
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SERM. the pureſt Reverence, Gratitude, and Love 


to him, and make us to truſt in him, 
and to reſign ourſelves moſt ſecurely to 
him. Theſe Affections and Diſpoſitions 
as certainly ariſe in us, from a lively 
Conviction of the abſolute Perfection, and 
infinite Goodneſs of the Divine Nature, 
as any Effects flow from their natural 
and adequate Cauſes. That we may, 
therefore, excite and - increaſe in our- 
ſelves, a Temper of true Piety towards 
the Deity, let us accuſtom our Minds to 
frequent and attentive Meditations on his 
infinite Amiableneſs and Goodneſs. Let 
us conſider him as a Being, in whom all 
the Beauty and Splendor that are any 
where diffufed through the whole Crea- 
tion, moſt eminently meet; who is poſ- 
ſeſſed of all the excellent Qualities, which 
we approve and admire in any Men, in 
the very higheft Degree; who created the 
World out of pure Goodneſs, and pre- 
ſerves it, that he may communicate Hap- 
pineſs to every one of his Creatures, in 


ſuch Meaſure as is moſt conſiſtent with 


the greateſt Happineſs of all of them: 
Let us eſpecially dwell on the Thoughts 
of his great Goodneſs and Love to Man- 
kind ; 


LP 
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kind; that he hath faſhioned our Bodies anne; 


in the moſt curious and admirable Man- 
ner for the Preſervation of ſuch Syſtems, 
and making them proper Inſtruments of 
conveying agreeable Senſations to our 
Minds ; that he hath furniſhed us with all 
Things neceſſary and convenient for our 
outward Support and Comfort; and that 
he hath given us immortal Minds, or Spi- 
rits, which he hath made in ſome Mea- 


ſure to bear the Image of himſelf, in 


thoſe rational and moral Powers, and thoſe 
Juſt, generous, and kind Diſpoſitions, with 


which he hath endowed them, which are 
productive of great Happineſs both to 
others, and to ourſelves; that in the Goſpel 


he hath opened up a new Scene of the 
moſt wonderful Love to Mankind, by 
fending his only begotten Son into the World, 
to ſave them from the evil Conſequences 
of their Sins, to recover them from their 
Follies and Vices, to purify and perfect 
their Natures, and to bring them at laſt to 
the Enjoyment of eternal Happineſs : In 
fine, that he is ſtill watchful for us, and 
delivereth us from many Evils which we 
cannot foreſee, nor aſk him to prevent, 
and directeth every thing relating to us, 

to 
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SERM. to our trueſt Intereſt and Happineſs. If 


» * 


by entertaining frequently ſuch Thoughts 


and Conſiderations as theſe, we have a 


deep Senſe of the Excellence and Good- 
neſs of God ſettled in our Minds, we ſhall 
certainly feel the ſincereſt Eſteem and 


Love, and all other pious Sentiments and 
Affections, prevailing with the greateſt 
Force and Warmth within us. 


3. That we may raiſe and cultivate a 
truly pious Temper in ourſelves, let us 
conſider God as always preſent with us, 
and the Witneſs and Inſpector of our Be- 
haviour. The lively Conſideration of this, 
cannot but make us exceedingly careful 
to treat him with all poſſible Reſpect and 
Honour, and to do every Thing which 


we apprehend will be pleaſing and ac- 
ceptable to him. We find that the Pre- 
ſence of a Friend, or of any Perſon of 


whoſe Worth and Goodneſs we have a 
high Opinion, hath very often ſuch ſtrong 
Influence upon us, as to take off our Re- 
gards from every other Object, and to 


make us wholly intent upon pleafing him, 


and treating him with all the Marks of 
an undiflembled Eſteem and Affection. 
What Effect then muſt the vigorous Senſe 
of 
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of the Preſence of God with us, have SERN. 


upon us? It muſt, ſurely, make us, above 
all things, ſolicitous to render ourſelves 
agrecable to him, by the Conduct which 
he approveth and requireth, and to ex- 
preſs our Reverence and Love to him, in 


X. 
* 


all the Ways we have of doing it. The 


Conſciouſneſs of his Preſence, muſt much 
more affect us, than the Knowledge of 
any Man's being preſent with us can do, 
and make us vaſtly more deſirous to pleaſe 
him, than we are to pleaſe any that we 
here converſe with, in Proportion to the 
greater Veneration which we have for the 
Deity, than we have for the beſt of 
Men, and the greater Value, which we 
put upon his Approbation, than we put 
upon that of the Higheſt and moſt Mighty 
upon Earth. And what is there to hin- 
der our having a Perception and Conſci- 
ouſneſs of the Divine Preſence with us? 
God, indeed, doth not come within the 
Notice of our external Senſes ; wwe go for- 
ward, but he is not there; and backward, 
but we cannot perceive him; on the left 
Hand where he doth work, but we cannot 


behald bim; and be hideth himſelf on the 
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right Hand, that we cannot fee him. But 


X. yet it is certain, that he jleth the Hea- 
S—— vers and the Earth with his Preſence, and 


> 


that he is not far from any one of us; nay, 
that he 1s, of all Beings, the moſt inti- 


mately and conſtantly united to us; ſince 
in him, we always ve, and move, and have 


our Being. Of this we have as ſtrong ra- 


tional Evidence, as we have of almoſt 
any thing whatſoever. And if we had a 
ſtronger Conviction, and a more habitual 
Recollection than we uſually have of this 
creat Truth, that God is continually re- 
maining with us, obſerving every Motion 


and Deſire of our Hearts, and every Act. 


of our Lives, it would, undoubtedly, be 
a molt uſcful Means of promoting Piety, 
and indeed all Virtue in us: 


4. Laſtly, In order to the raiſing and 


confirming a Temper of Godlineſs in us, 


let us attend carefully upon the poſitive 


Inſtitutions of Religion, and the outward 
Duties of Devotion. Theſe have been ap- 


pointed on purpoſe to maintain in us a 


liveiy Senſe of God and his Excellencies, 


to recall to our Minds the ſeveral Conſi- 
derations which have a Tendency to im- 
TA prove 


ti 


Cl 


pi 
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prove and ſtrengthen our good Diſpoſitions SERM. 


towards him, to inſtruct us in the Duty 
which we owe to him, and to make us 
ſerve him with the greater Zeal and 
Chearfulneſs. And if we attend to them, 
for theſe Ends, we ſhall find them Means 
every Way fitted to anſwer them. There 
are many Perſons, indeed, who receive but 
little or no Benefit from their Attendance 
to the poſitive Inſtitutions of Chriſtianity, 
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X. 
— — 


and the external Exerciſes of their Devo- 


tion, becauſe they quite miſtake the Na- 
ture and Deſign of them: They imagine, 
that when they have gone through a 
Courſe of Meditation, Prayer, Reading, 
and Hearing the Word of God, partaking 
of the Lord's Supper, and the like, they 
have diſcharged their Duty, and are ſuffi- 
ciently religious. Which Notion, makes 
them careful about nothing but the exter- 
nal Performance of theſe Duties, and pre- 
vents altogether, or in a great Meaſure, 
the good Effects which they are intended 
to produce in their Hearts and Lives. 


But when we conſider theſe external Du- 


ties, as Helps and Means, to excite a 
pious and good Temper in us, and to aſ- 
_tift 
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SERM. fiſt and ſtrengthen us in the Practice of 


X. 


all the Virtues, which God hath required 


from us, and uſe them accordingly ; when 


we retire from the World, to contemplate 


more conveniently than we can do in the 


Hurry of our common Affairs, the ami- 
able Nature of God, and his infinite Be- 
neficence to Mankind, and in ſolemn Ad- 


dreſſes to him, and under the moſt im- 


mediate Senſe of his Preſence, to give 
free Vent and Scope to all thoſe Affections, 
which naturally ariſe in us, from the Con- 
ſideration of his Perfection and Character, 
and to acquaint ourſelves at Leiſure, and 
as accurately as we can, with the moſt 
acceptable Methods of worſhipping and 
ſerving him; when we join likewiſe with 
Seriouſneſs and Zeal in all the publick Of- 


| fiices of the Church, for forwarding the 


ſame Purpoſes; we ſhall certainly, by 
theſe Means, be preſerved in a divine 
Temper of Mind, and made more active, 
uniform, and conſtant, in the Courſe of 
our Obedience, than we ſhould otherwiſe 
be. We ſhall not long employ ourſelves, 
with Judgment and Diligence, in theſe 
devout Exerciſes, without being poſſeſſed 

with 
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with the higheſt Veneration of God, and SERM. 
without being perfectly devoted to him; X. 
who deſerves all the Homage and Service 1 
that we can poſſibly render to him; To 
whom may all Adoration, Love, and Obe- 
dience, be given by us, and by the whole 
rational Creation, both now, and for ever. 
Amen. 
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SERMON XI. 


Of Men being taught by God to love one 
another; with the- Nature, Extent, and 
Meaſure of that Benevolence which we 
owe to Mankind. 


8 


1 THESSALONIANS, IV. . 


Ye yourſehves are taught of God 15 
love one another. 


HE Word which St. Paul here uſes, 
expreſſeth with a particular Force, 
the Obligation which is laid upon Man- 


kind, to the Exerciſe of mutual Love; 


as it imports, that with reſpect to this 
Duty, they have received particular In- 
ſtructions and Directions from God him- 
ſelf. The Knowledge which we have of 


any Things whatſoever, is indeed ultimate- 


ly derived from him e Father of Lights, 
rom 
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Love towards each other. WE 


Vm whom proceedeth every good and perfee? SERM. 
Gift : And it muſt be owned, that in no XI. 
Caſe, wherein our Welfare is concerned, 8 
hath he left us without ſufficient Infor- 
mation, as to the Means neceſſary to the 
Attainment of it. But as to the Points 

of our moral Duty, which plainly have 

the greateſt Influence both on our own 
oheſt Happineſs, and the common Or- 

fer and Happineſs of Society, he hath 
iffuſed ſuch a bright Illumination through 

wr Minds, that if we be at all ingenuous, 

tis hardly poſſible that we ſhould miſtake 

them, and that we ſhould not feel the 
ntimate Obligation which we are under 

b adhere to them. This is certainly the 

(aſe, as to all the great Branches of moral 

tiety and Virtue; and it ſeems to be more. 
OY the Caſe, as to the Duty of _ 


ding one another, in which St. Paul in- 


- tnceth in the Text: To which we are 
TY titected, admoniſhed, and excited, by our 
n- Natural Senſe of the Excellence and Worth 
n- f the Thing itſelf, by our ſocial Ties and 
of onnexions, by the divine Pleaſure which 
e- Ne experience in the Exerciſe of it, by 
„ Ide very Indigencies of our Nature, and 


if our Condition in the World, which 
1 cannot 


—_ of 1 Love towards each other. 


 SERM. cannot be relieved, or ſupplied, without R 
XI. a Circulation of all good Offices, andi © 
—— mutual Aſſiſtances, as much as if well ff 
were molt diſtinctly and audibly called © 
upon in Words to a Performance of this 
Duty: Indeed, the Foundation which i ft 
laid in the original Conſtitution of our 
Nature and our Situation in the World, ** 
for the Exerciſe of neighbourly and bro- N 
therly Love, is, perhaps, the ſureſt Indi- 
cation that we can have of the Intention 
of our Maker and Governor, as to the 
Part we are to act towards one another, 
and may be moſt juſtly conſidered, as the 
Divine Voice ſpeaking in this Matter to 
all Mankind, and ſounding to the Ends 0 

the World. 

And as God hath thus, by the natural 
Operation of thoſe Powers and Principles, 
with which he originally endowed us, 

| and likewiſe by the Circumſtances of our 
| | external State, directed us to the Practice 
ö of mutual Love; ſo he hath pointed it 
- out to us as a Matter of the higheſt Im- 
portance, in all the ſubſequent Notices, 
or Diſcoveries, which. he hath made to 
us of his Will. Suppoſing, indeed, that 


| God was to give to Men any ſupernatural 
Reve- 
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ithont Revelation, it might moſt juſtly have been 8ERNM. 


expected, that it would perfectly corre- XI. 


f vel pond with the Dictates of Nature, in in- 
called] culcating the Excellence and Worth of 
f thief Charity, and that its Tendency would be 
the ſame, with that of the original Light 
kindled up in our Minds, to make us moſt 
truly affectionate, kind, and beneficent to 
one another. Accordingly, we find, that 
in the extraordinary Diſpenſations of Re- 
ligion ſet on foot for the Benefit of Men, 
great Care hath been taken to inſpire them 
with the moſt tender, pure, and generous 
Sentiments of Humanity, Friendſhip, and 
Love towards each other. Under the Old 
Teſtament Diſpenſation, Loving Kindneſs 
to Men, is declared to be a Thing in 
which he Lord greatly delights : The Love 
of Mercy is repreſented as an eſſential In- 
us, MW gredient in that Veneration and Homage, 
our MY which Mankind naturally owe to the uni- 
ice verſal Parent and Governor; and the Prac- 
d it tice of it, preferred to Sacrifice, and all 
Im- the other inſtituted Parts of Divine Wor- 
ces, M fhip. And under the Goſpel Diſpenſa- 
to tion, the glorious Founder of Religion 
hat M hath not only recommended, in the moſt 
ral affecting Manner, the Practice of Love 
ve = T4 and 
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SERM. and Goodneſs, by his own moſt ſublime 


. 


and amazing Example; but repreſented it 
in ſuch a Light, as muſt give us the 
deepeſt Convictioa of its Dignity and 
Importance; as being the higheſt Excel- 
lence that we can partake of, the moſt 
perfect Imitation of the Divinity of which 
we are capable; and the Condition, upon 
which our everlaſting Fate, or our Title 
to the Happineſs of the other World is 


| ſuſpended. With which Repreſentation, 


the general Strain of the Declarations of 
the Apoſtles, concerning the Importance 
and Value of Charity, fully agrees, who 
ſpeak of it as a Thing abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to our Acceptance with God; as a 
principal Part of pure Religion, without 
which all other Attainments in Religion 
are nothing; as the fulfilling of the Law, 
the End of the Commandment, the Compre- 
henſion and Sum of all Virtue. 

I need fay nothing more for explaining 


the Meaning of our being taught, or in- 


ſtructed by God 79 love one another; nor 
of the Obligation which we are under to 
perform this Duty. I ſhall now proceed 


to conſider a little the Nature, Extent, 


and Meaſure of that Loye which we owe 
| 53 to 
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with a few Reflections on this whole 
Subject. 

1. As' for the ares of that Love, 
which we are to exerciſe towards Men : 
There are two Things commonly inclu- 
ded in the Notion of Love towards ra- 
tional Agents; Approbation or Eſteem of 
them, and the Deſire of their Happineſs. 
The firſt ariſes only from a Perception of 
the morally good Qualities of the Agents; 
and fince theſe Quahties are not to be 
found in all Men; at leaſt ſince in many, 
they are far overbalanced by contrary evil 
Qualities, an entire and univerſal Appro- 
bation of them, cannot be included in the 
ut Love which we owe to them. But a 


on Good-will to all Men, or a ſincere Deſire 
W, of their Happineſs, we may have, what- 
wy ever their moral Characters are: And in 

this, and our acting agreeably to it, the 
8 Charity which we are to expreſs to them, 
* moſt properly conſiſts. The Foundation 
15 of it, is laid in that affectionate Propen- 
0 ion, or Diſpoſition towards our Kind, 
d which is natural to the human Heart; 
a which ſhews itſelf, at ſome Times, per- 
e 


haps, even in the worſt of Men, and 
T4 7 


to Mankind; and afterwards conclude SERM. 


280 Of Love towards each other, 
SERM. Which all Men of honeſt and- good Minds 
XI. muſt always feel ſtrong and warm within 


towards them. It muſt be a communica- 


them. But we muſt take Care, that our 
Love of Men doth not reſt in bare good 
Wiſhes, and a merely kind Diſpoſition 


tive and active Principle, putting us upon 
all the Services we are capable of, which 
may tend to the Intereſt of the Commu- 
nities to which we belong, and making 

us general Benefactors upon all Occaſions, 
according to the Neceſſities of others, and 
our own Abilities. It is certain, that our 
Benevolence to Men, can be thought ſin- 
cere, only when it appears in kind Ac- 

tions, as far as our Power will go. Our 


Deſires, therefore, of the Happineſs of 


Mankind, muſt make us to employ any 


Advantages for doing Good, which we 
may be poſleſſed of, either from our na- | 
tural Capacities, or our Rank, Situation, 
and Circumſtances in the World, for be- 
ginning and promoting ſome publickly 
uſeful Deſigns, for ſuppreſſing the Vices 
which tend to the Prejudice of human 


Society, and encouraging all the Virtues, 


upon which the Order, Peace, and Com- 


fort of it, depend, And our Humanity 


muſt 


ds 
lin 
ur 
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the private Intereſt of all we converſe 
with, by all the Means we have of doing 
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muſt prompt us, to conſult and advance SERM. 


XI. 
— mmm 


it; by relieving their external Wants, by 
delivering and protecting them from Op- 


preſſion, by vindicating them if they 
are unjuſtly accuſed; and more eſpe- 
cially by improving their Minds in Wiſ- 
dom and Virtue, which lay a certain 


Foundation for their obtaining the moſt 


ſolid Happineſs; and, in a Word, by 
communicating to them any innocent Joys 
and Satisfactions, of which their Natures 
are ſuſceptible. In this Manner muſt we 


lay out ourſelves to do Good in the World, 


and endeavour to make Happineſs to ſpring 
up under our Influence, if we would really 


be eſteemed the Friends and Lovers of 


Mankind. The Pretences of ſome to the 
Character of Lovers of their Country, and 


of Mankind, not ſupported by any of the 
genuine Fruits of publick Spirit and Hu- 


manity in their Conduct, but by mere 


Profeſſions, empty Boaſtings, and inef- 


fectual Deſires and Wiſhes, are altogether 
vain and contemptible. S. John diſſuades 


us from ſuch Ways of expreſſing our 


| Kindneſs to our Neighbours and Bre- 
thren, 
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thren, and exhorts us to make it appear 
in more ſubſtantial and laſting Effects: 


OY My little Children, ſays he, let us not love 


Rom. x111. 


8. 


Gal. vi. 10. 


Matt. v. 


in Mord, neither in Tongue, but in Deed and 
in Truth. And St. James teaches us the 
Inſignificancy and Unprofitableneſs of 
them; Fa Brother or a Sifter be naked, 
and deſtitute of daily Food, and one of you 


fey unto them, depart in Peace, be ye warmed, 


and be ye filled, notwithſlanding ye grve them 
not thoſe Things that are needfuul . to the Body, 
what doth it profit ? 


2. As to the Extent of the Love which 


we owe to Men, it 1s to reach to the 


whole Species. It is evident that all Men 


are, in many Places of Scripture, propoſed 
to us as the Objects of our Love. Thus 
St. Paul exhorts us, fo owe no Man any 
Thing, but to love one another ; plainly in- 
timating, that Love is a Debt which all 
have a Right to claim. And in another 
Place, let us therefore as we have Opportu- 
nity do Good unto all Men. And our Sa- 
viour hath taught us, that it is our Duty 


to love not only our Friends and Bengfactors, 
43» 447% xc. 


but our very Enemies; and to be kind, not 
only to the Good and Fuſt, but even to be 
Evil and Unjuſt. And the ſame Thing is 

4 required 
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required from us, in the Precept of loving 
our Neighbours as ourſelves. The Jeus in- 
deed explained this Precept as it was deli- 
vered by Mgſes, by that other given them 


along with it; Thou ſhalt not bear any Lev. xix. 


Grudge againſi the Children of thy People : * 
And ſo thought that their Charity was 
not to be extended farther than to the 
People of their own Nation and Religion. 
For though the Law had required them to 


extend their Love to Strangers, yet they 


interpreted it only of ſuch Strangers as 
were Proſelytes, or thoſe who, although 
Strangers by Birth, were Brethren in Re- 
ligion; who had voluntarily ſubmitted to 


their Law, were engaged in the ſame Co- 


venant, and admitted to the ſame Privi- 
leges and Advantages with themſelves. 
But as for the reſt of Mankind, who were 
Aliens from the Commonwealth of Iſracl, and 


Strangers to the Covenant of Promiſe ; be- 
cauſe they were prohibited to entertain 


any Intimacy and Familiarity with them, 
they looked upon themſelves as perfectly 


diſcharged from all Obligations of Kind- 
neſs to them. This was their Notion of Matt. v. 


this Matter, when our Divine Maſter con- bee 


verſed among them, who corrected their 20, 38. 


Miſtakes 
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SERM. Miſtakes about this, as well as about 
XI. "oy other Things, and hath given us a 
than was delivered by their Teachers, 
which ſhews us, that the Love required by 
it muſt extend to all Mankind. 

Nor is there, as hath been alledged, 
any Thing in this that can be accounted 
extravagant, or above the Power of our 
Nature to attain to. On the contrary, 

the natural State of Men is a State of Be- 
nevolence and Friendſhip to their Fellows; 

and Sentiments of Tenderneſs and Good- 
will to others do always as certainly ariſe 
in our Hearts, when there is nothing to 
obſtruct them, as a Concern for ourſelves, 
and Deſires of our own Happineſs do. All 
Men almoſt perceive in themſelves a ſtrong 
Affection towards thoſe to whom they are 

by Nature more nearly allied and attached; 

as their own Offspring, Family, and Re- 
lations: And likewiſe towards thoſe to 
whom they are united by the more gene- 

rous Ties of Gratitude and publick Spirit; 

ſuch as their Benefactors, Friends, and 

F ellow-Citizens. And if they will be at 
Pains to reflect upon the Diſpoſition of 
their e, at thoſe Times when they 

are 


more true Explanation of this Precept, 
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are perfectly calm and eaſy, and no way SERM. 


influenced by any ſtrongly-ſelfiſh or ill- 
natured Paſſions, they will ſoon find that 
their Benevolence extends in ſome Mea- 


ſure even to the more remote Parts of their 


Species. It is poſhble, indeed, that ſome 


violent ſelfiſh Deſires may for a Time ſo 


wholly poſſeſs us, as to render us quite un- 


concerned about the Happineſs of others, 
and leave no room for the Exerciſe of our 


generous and kind Affections towards 
them. But when theſe Deſires abate, our 
natural Inclination to do them Good will 
immediately appear, and we ſhall be as 
ſenſible of it as we are of any other Incli- 
nations whatſoever. Again, Injuries re- 


ceived from particular Men, or from ſome 


Sects and Parties of Men, may give us a 
bad Opinion of them, and raiſe our Indig- 


nation againſt them; and during the Heat 
of our Reſentment we ſhall not be diſpoſed 
to ſhew any Favour or Kindneſs to them: 


But when this is over, or when the juſt 
Ends of our Reſentment are obtained, we 


will again enter into a State of Friendſhip 


with them, and do them Good as we have 
Opportunity; otherwiſe we ſhall diſcover 
an inhuman and barbarous Diſpoſition, 

4 which 


XI. 
— nnd 
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GERM, which will be univerſally condemned by 


other Men, and which we ourſelves ſhall 


—— hardly be ever able to-approve. And in 


the laſt Place, the Zeal inſpired by a falſe 


and corrupt Religion, may go far in ſpoil- 


ing our Tempers, and make us, inſtead 


of loving a great Part of Mankind, to do 


all we can to ruin and deſtroy them. But 
as this is moſt inconſiſtent with the mani- 
feſt Deſign of all true Religion, ſo it is 
the greateſt Perverſion of the Human 
Nature that can be. And yet it is not to 
be thought, that even theſe Perſons, who 


act under the Influence of this furious, 


deſtructive Zeal, have rooted the Princi- 


ples of Humanity and Goodneſs out of 


their Hearts, or that they are void of the 
Love of Mankind. For a Regard to the 
general Happineſs of Men, is probably al- 
ways one Thing, which puts them upon 
thoſe 'Methods of Severity and Cruelty, 


which they uſe againſt the particular Per- 
ſons who are perſecuted by them, whoſe 


Deſtruction, as they imagine, is neceſſary 


for the Safety of ſuch as are not yet in- 


fected with their pernicious Principles, and 
a common Advantage and Benefit to the 


World. Indeed, we may eaſily fee, if we 
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will but attend to it, that it is always un- SERM. 
der ſome Appearance of Goodneſs that XI. 
we allow ourſelves to exerciſe any unkind * 


Paſſions, and to do Actions which are 
painful and tormenting to others. The 
Miſery of no Man is acceptable to us, for 
its own Sake. To deſire calmly the Un- 
happineſs of any one, without any farther 
Intention, is a Height of Wickedneſs of 
which our Nature is incapable. We find 
it neceſſary, for the Security of ourſelves 
and others, frequently to check the Inju- 
rious, by Methods which create them 
much Pain and Uneaſineſs: And the ob- 
taining of ſo good an End, reconciles us to 
the Uſe of theſe Methods. But if we 
could provide for our own, and the pub- 
lick Safety and Happineſs, in a Way con- 
fiſtent with the Eaſe and Pleaſure of every 
Man, we ſhould certainly prefer that to 
any other. We can hardly ever inflict a 
ſevere Puniſhment, how juſt and neceſſary 
ſoever it may be, without ſome Uneaſineſs 
and Reluctance; and ſo long as any Paſ- 
ſions of Anger and Reſentment prevail in 
our Breaſts, we never find ourſelves in the 
State which is moſt agreeable to us, but 


ae always glad to have the Occaſions 
of 
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SERM. of our exerciſing theſe Paſſions removed, 


XI. and to return into a State of Friendſhip | 
and Good-will to all Men, which our Na- 
ture directly leads us to, and is the moſt 
delightful Condition in which we can be. ] 

So it is abundantly plain, that when it is R 

ſaid that our Charity muſt extend to all f 
Mankind, nothing impoſſible or unnatural [ 

s required from us. . 
Perhaps, however, ſome may think it 1 

very vain for the greateſt Part of us to en- el 

tertain a general Benevolence to Mankind, h 

and to form Wiſhes of the Proſperity and J 
Happineſs of all in our Hearts, ſince our 1 
Capacities and Circumſtances are ſo very WM « 
narrow and limited, that only a ſmall Part if 

of Mankind can come under our Notice; I n. 

and even thoſe who are in the moſt ad- 81 
vantageous Situation for doing Good, can in 


hardly ever hope for an Opportunity of MW T 
performing any Actions, the good Effects th 
of which will be univerſally perceived by eq 
the World. But however limited our by 
Powers may be, and how little ſoever the dr 
Effects of our Benevolence may be felt by ter 
the World in general, yet certainly to de- W «©, 
fire earneſtly the Happineſs of all Men, cij 


and even of all Creatures that are capable Ef 
of 
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of enjoying it, and, if we had an Oppor- S ERNI. 
tunity, to be ready above all Things to XI. 
effect it, is the greateſt Virtue, and the 
nobleſt Diſpoſition, that can prevail in the 
Heart. And this is a Diſpoſition very ne- 
ceſſary to be cultivated by us, both for 
limiting our ſelfiſh Affections, and our 
Deſires of the Happineſs of our Friends 
and particular Favourites, and for making 
us as extenſively uſeful, as we can be, to 
the Publick, and among all with whom we 
have any Acquaintance, and to whom our 
Influence can any way reach. Nor can 
we be at any Loſs as to the juſt Order of 
exerciſing our Charity towards Mankind, 
if we will but follow the Motions of our 
natural Inſtincts, and the moſt obvious 
Suggeſtions of our Conſciences, concern 
ing the Dignity of our moral Behaviour. 
Theſe will direct us, firſt, to the Love of 
thoſe (all other Circumſtances being 
equal) to whom we are moſt cloſely united 
by the Bonds of Nature, ſuch as Chil- 
he IF dren, Parents, Relations: They will af- 
dy terwards lead us to the Love of the Per- 
© I fons, to whom we are united by the Prin- 
88 ciples of Gratitude, and an affectionate 
Eſteem, our Benefactors, Friends, and 
of Vor. I. U Meg 
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SERM, Men of eminent Virtue. And then to the ] 
XI. Love of them, towards whom, by our Si- 0 
tuation in the World, the greateſt Scope Ne 

is given for the Exerciſe of our ſocial Af- ff 
fections, the Men who are in the moſt li- t 

teral Senſe our Neighbours, the Circle of n 
Perſons among whom we are moſt fre- k 
quently converſant, and who moſt imme- fl 

diately come under our Influence. Within b. 

theſe Limits, the Exerciſe of our benevo- m 

lent and ſocial Aﬀections, in early Life, is 

almoſt entirely confined; which is perhaps 

the Caſe of a conſiderable Part of Men, 

[ during their whole Exiſtence in this 
' World. But as our Minds open and en- 
large, as by Inſtruction and Culture they 
neceflarily will, ſo as to take in Ideas of 
the Conſtitutions, Laws, and Privileges 
of Societies, and 'of the general Rights, 
Liberties, and Intereſts of Men, a cor- 
reſpondent Sett of Affections, more ge- 
nerous and diffuſive, ariſe with great 
Force in our Hearts, controuling all the 
narrower and inferior Principles in ou? 
Conſtitution, when in their Operations 
they would interfere with them ; forming 
ſome. Men of the higheſt Abilities and 
Virtues into Founders of States, Legiſ- 
| | lator?, 
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lators, Heroes, Patriots; and prompting SERM. 
all in whom they prevail, to do the moſt XI. 
extenſive. Good in their Power, to be in- 


flexible in adhering to the true Intereſt of 
their Country, and in ſupporting the com- 
mon Rights and general Welfare of Man- 
kind: Which Things; when calmly re- 
flected upon, ate always greatly approved 
by our Conſcienees, and indeed recom- 
mended by them, as the Height and . 
fection of human Virtue. 

3. As to the Meaſure or Degree of our 
Love to Men, this may be ealily known 
from what hath been already ſaid. For 
Love: being a vigorous, active, diffuſive 
Principle, will neceſſarily incline all in 
whom: it dwells; to exert themſelves, to 
the utmoſt of their Power, in doing 
Good. If a Man ſhould be only ſolici- 
tous to obtain the Character of a benevo=- 
lent Perſon, at the moſt cheap and eaſy 
Rate that can be, it might certainly be 
queſtioned; whether he hath ever taſted 
of the heavenly Gift, or is animated with 
the leaſt Spark of the divine Flame of 
Love? The Degree of our Beneficence to 


Mankind, muſt be in a certain Proportion 


to the Capacities of our Nature, and our 
U 2 outward 
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rity, which our Conſciences always ap- 


ther in Society, we ſhall be ardent, labo- 
rious, and unwearied in Well-doing ; inclin- 
ing, in all our private Intercourſes with our 
| Neighbours, to the generous and friendly, | 


we comprehend the publick Intereſt, 


it, being cver ready to ſacrifice our Eaſe pl 
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outward Advantages for doing Good, in | 
order to our acting a Part in Life, that 


can be accounted barely innocent. And if 
we would aſpire to that Perfection in Cha- 


prove and recommend ; if we would a& 
the Part moſt worthy of Men united toge- 


rather than to the contracted and ſelfiſh 
Side, and endeavouring to make every one fl ©, 

t 
about us, eaſy and happy; and as far as MI 
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having our Attention ſteadily fixed upon | 


and. Pleaſure, all our worldly Views and | 1 
Hopes, our Health, and Life itſelf, to | 8 
our Country, if by ſuch Means we can e 


really ſerve it. This is the Conſummation 
of the Virtue of publick Spirit, or the 
Love of one's Country, which the ancient 
Moraliſts clearly ſaw would be the Object 
of the Ambition of every good and great 
Mind. The Sphere of moſt Men is in- 


can never arrive at ſuch high Honour in 


deed fo circumſeribed, that it is plain they 
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the Service of their Country, nor even SERM. 
attain to any conſpicuous Patriot Character. XI. 
But Thanks be to Heaven, all of us may 
approve ourſelves to our Maker, and me- 
rit very well of the Publick and our 
Neighbours, by doing the Duties of our 
reſpective Stations, however humble they 
may be, with Integrity, Zeal, and Dili- 
gence, and making our Humanity to ap- 
pear, as far as we can, in all thoſe Actions 
which are moſt expreſſive of it. And if, 
after all, we cannot produce any great 
Degree of Happineſs in the World, yet if 
this be owing, not to the Want of an In- 
clination in us, to produce the higheſt De- 
grees of it, but only to the Want of Op- 
portunity and Ability, this can be no Di- 
iſe minution to our Characters; but the Good- 
neſs of our Hearts, exerting itſelf in all 
Sorts of kind Actions, as far as our Power 
* extends, muſt make us to appear as really 


8 amiable i in our low Sphere, in the Judg- 
n ment of God, and all Perſons of a true 
5 Diſcernment, as thoſe who are in the moſt 
* exalted Stations of Life, who, though 
_ they may do infinitely more Good than 
' we, yet perhaps do not exceed us in that 


14 noble and God-like Diſpoſition of Soul, 
V3 from 
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SERM. from whence their Acts of Generofity and 
nc Beneficence to Men proceed. | 
I ſhall conclude with a few genera Re. 
flections on this whole Subject. 
1. We may here ſee the Fatſhood and 
Impoſture of all thoſe Schemes of Reli- 
gion, which tend to diveſt Men of Hu- 
manity, and to fill them with Ill-will and 
Hatred, with Rage and Fury, againſt one 


another. For the Voice of God, both in \ 
the Conſtitution of our own Nature, and 1 
in the Methods of his providential Go- L 
verninent of the World, as well as in the f 
Revelation of the Goſpel, having moſt L 
| earneſtly called us to the Exerciſe of Cha- 
= rity, and given us the moſt lively Convic- * 
| | tion of its Excellence and Importance, te 
of whatever Inſtitution thwarts our natural al 
| Senſe: of the Excellence of this Duty, and | 
1 of the Obligation which we are under to Us 
| * practiſe it, and tends to imbitter and en- C 
| rage our Spirits againſt one another, can q 


never have God for its Author: It can ne- 
ver be the Product of that J/7 idem, which th 
cometh down from above, which is pure and 
| peaceable, gentle and eaſy to be intreated, 
1 Full of Mercy and good Fruits; but muſt 
= ſpring from a yery different Source, he 
1 4 Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom which is earthly, ſenſual, and devil- SERM. 
. Now as this is notoriouſly the Caſe as XI. 


to the Religion of the Church of Rome, 
which is directly calculated to extinguiſh 
Humanity in the Breaſts of its Profeſſors, 
with reſpect to all who differ from them, 
which breathes nothing but Revenge and 
Deſtruction againſt all Opponents, and 
which, in innumerable Inſtances, has ac- 
tually ſhewn its Spirit to be moſt fierce, 
cruel and bloody; we have from hence a 
Demonſtration, that it cannot proceed 
from the benign Parent af Nature; a 
Demonſtration, which muſt overſet it, 
with, all Perſons of diſcerning honeſt 
Minds, though the Pretences e uſe of 
to ſupport it, were vaſtly ſtronger than they 
are. 1 
And for the ſame Reaſons, which make 
us thus to condemn the Religion of the 
Church of Rome, we mult likewiſe reject 
the narrow Principles of many rigid, angry 
Zealots, of other Sects; which, though 
they do not urge them to go the utmoſt 
Lengths in Cruelty, yet kindle in them 
great Animoſity and Wrath againſt all who 
differ from them in ſome very trifling and 
diſputable Matters, which make them 
WH 4 cenſo- 
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cenſorious and uncharitable, to revile and 
hate their Brethren, and not only to ex- 
clude them from their religious Societies, 


but to be ſhy of their Company, and 


to abſtain, as much as can be, from 
all Intercourſe with them, even in civil 
Matters; in direct Oppoſition both to that 
Mildneſs, Gentleneſs, and Kindneſs, which 


are the natural Growth of the human 


Heart, and to the genuine Spirit, and 
moſt obvious Tendency of Chriſtianity. 

2. From what hath been faid, we may 
ſee the Folly and Wickedneſs of the En- 
deavours which have been ſometimes uſed, 
to explode and ridicule” publick Spirit, 
and to repreſent all Pretences to it as vain 


and chimerical. That the Pretences of 


many to a Character for publick Virtue 


Have been altogether groundleſs, is a Thing 


very certain and well known, But doth 


it follow, becauſe: ſeveral Men have been 


ſo profligate and deſperately wicked, as 
to put on a Zeal for Liberty and the pub- 


refs or Hypocriſy, tor ſerving ſome. mean or 
baſe Ends of their own, that therefore 
there is no ſuch Thing as genuine publick 
Spirit, or a ſincere Love of our Country, 

| ar 
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or our Kind, to be found among Men? JEETY 
To cheriſh ſuch a Notion as this, hath a XI. 


fatal Tendency to extirpate every generous, 
manly, and honourable Principle from the 
human Heart, and to prepare Men for 
falling into the very grofleſt Corruptions 
in their Conduct. Beſides, how can any 
Perſons of the leaſt Diſcernment and 
Reflection entertain this Notion, / who 
have ever attended to what muſt, upon 
ſome Occafions, have paſſed in their own 


Minds, or have obſerved the Conduct of 


many in the World, who always lay them- 
ſelves out to promote the Happineſs of 
their Country, Friends, and Neighbours, 
from the pure Principles of publick Spirit 


and Humanity, and ſometimes in Oppo- 


ſition to very ſtrong Temptations to the 
contrary. To ſay that all Profeſſions of 
diſintereſted Charity, and a pure Attech- 
ment to the Publick, muſt neceſſarily be 


affected, or hypocritical, is an Argument, 


to ſpeak moſt favourably, of a weak, con 


fuſed Underſtanding, or, which is more 


probably the Caſe, the Suggeſtion of a bad 
Heart, which makes Men, conſcious of 
n W N no Merit with the World, 
willing 
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XI. as little from us as themſelves. _ 
— Laſtly, We may ſee the Neceſſity of 


cultivating and exerting a Spirit of uni- 


verſal Goodneſs and Love to Mankind. 
This is an Obligation laid upon us, in ſo 
particular a Manner, by our Maker and 
righteous Governor, that there is no Man, 
who hath any rational and good Principles, 


who will ever think of evading it; who 


will not indeed endeavour faithfully to 


fulfil and diſcharge it. Let us, there- 


fore, ſet ourſelves, with the greateſt Care 
and Earneſtneſs, to raiſe and improve in 


our Minds, a Temper of the pureſt and 


moſt extenſive Good-will, and freely let 
ourſelves out into the Works and Labours of 


| Love, Let us make thoſe, who come 


moſt immediately within our Sphere, our 
Family, Friends, Dependants, and near 
Neighbours, to feel the happy Effects of 
our affectionate, benign Temper. Let us 
always have an inviolable Regard to the 
common unalienable Rights of the whole 
Human Kind; and a ſteady Eye to the 
Welfare of the Society or Community of 


which we are Members, contributing 
chear- 
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chearfully whatever we can to make it SERM. | 
flouriſh and proſper. And as a truly wor- XI. 
thy and noble Patriot Spirit ſeems, in 


ſome Degree, to prevail in many among 
us *, let all who poſſeſs any Share of this 
Spirit take Care, that their Good be not evil 
| ſpoken of, through any Inconſiſtency or 
Imprudence of Behaviour; that the In- 
fluence of no low, mean, or evil Paſſions, 
mix with the Stream of their Benevolence, 
to defile and ' corrupt it. But let them 
aſpire to the fixing of a pure Regard to the 
Publick, as the commanding and con- 
trouling Principle in their Minds; making 
them uniform in their Endeayours to pro- 
mote its Happineſs ; reſolute in repelling 
all Attacks upon it, whether from a fo- 
reign Enemy, or the more dangerous 
Operation of our own Corruptions; and 
earneſt in eſtabliſhing the Throne of our 
gracious Sovereign, and rendering his 
Reign over us glorious and happy, and 
tranſmitting his Rights to his Deſcend- 
ants: Which, under the Protection of 
Providence, is the neceſſary Means for 


* This Sermon was preached in November 1755. 
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SERM. continuing with ourſelyes and our Poſte- 


XI. 


— — 


rity, any ſuch Thing for the Object of 
our Concern as can be called a Country; 
I mean à free Conſtitution, and a legal Go- 
vernment. 85 
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Univerſal Benevolence recommended and 
urged, with the Methods of acquir- 
ing and ſtrengthening a Temper of it 


in us. 
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AVING in a late Diſcourſe, from SERM, 
another Text, explained the Na- XII. 
ture, Extent, and Meaſure of that Cha. beet 
rity, which we owe to Mankind, and 9. 
briefly pointed out the peculiar Obliga- 
tion which we are under to a Performance 
of this Duty ; I ſhall now, for the farther 
Improvement of this Subject, proceed to 
explain 
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SERM. explain and lay before you, more diſtinctly 


XII. 


and largely, the ſeveral Conſiderations and 


M .otives, which ſhould determine us to 
univerſal Love, or which ſhould make us, 

in the Apoſtle's Words, zo purſue, or fol- 

low after Charity, to be earneſt in raiſing 


and ſettling the Habit of it in us, and to 
abound in all the proper Fruits and Exer- 
ciſes of it. After which, I ſhall lay down 


ſome Rules, for raiſing and ſtrengthning 


a Temper of ſincere and univerſal Bene- 


volence in us. 

Firſt, I ſhall explain and lay before you 
diſtinctly, and at large, the ſeveral Con- 
ſiderations and Motives, which ſhould de- 


termine us to Univerſal Love, or make us 


70 follow after Charity, to be both earneſt 
in raiſing and ſettling the Habit of it in 
our Hearts; and to abound in all the 
proper Fruits and Exerciſes of it, in, our 


75 Converſation. | And, 


65 8 The firſt e ee may be 


3 brought from what was obſerved in the 
Diſcourſe already referred to, that Good - 


will and Friendſhip to, Mankind, are na- 
tural to us, which we are led to by, the 
original Propenfions | and Inclinations of 

: our 
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our Hearts. It is uſually obſerved, that SRM. 
Men are very ready to approve of what- XII. 
ever is natural, and that it is a ſufficient — 


Recommendation of any State, or Man- 
ner of Life, to them, to ſay that it is 
according to Nature. Now if this can 


have any Weight with us, it cannot but 


determine us to the Exerciſe of Goodneſs 
and Charity ; ; for we are plainly made for 
it, and in the very Conſtitution. of our 
Beings, it is marked out to us, as the 
Courſe of Life which we are to follow. 
We may, it is certain, by indulging our 
Covetouſneſs, Luxury, Ambition, Re- 
venge, and other ſtrongly ſelfiſh, or evil 
Paſſions, or by the Principles of a falſe 
Philoſophy, or a falſe Religion, in a great 
Meaſure extinguiſh thoſe generous Senti- 
ments and Inclinations, which the Author 
of Nature hath implanted i in us, in order 
to our being ſerviceable to one another. 
But while Rh 1s not altered in us, 


by vicious Habits, or corrupted by bad 


Principles, the Tendency of it is plainly 
to make us humane, kind, and friendly, 
in all our Intercourſes i in the World. And 
whenever we either act a malicious and 


cruel Part, or entirely neglect the Intereſts 
of 
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SrRM. of Mankind, and of our Neighbours, and 


XII. 


are wholly taken up in providing for our- 


' ſelves, and ſecuring our own little Con- 
cerns, we break, in upon the wiſe and 
good Order of Nature, put off Humanity, 
and muſt appear as very deformed; and a 
Sort of Monſters in the Creation. 

2. Let us conſider, that not only the 
Inclinations of our Nature lead us to ex- 
erciſe Benevolence towards Mankind, but 
that alſo the Circumſtances in which we 


are placed, render it neceſſary for us to do 
ſo. Men are a Sort of Creatures, who 


have a natural and neceſſary Dependance 
upon one another, and it is impoſſible for 
them to ſubſiſt, at leaſt to enjoy any Com- 
fort in Life, without mutual Succour, and 
an Exchange of all good Offices. Every 
one comes into the World, and is ſup- 
ported in it for many Years, purely by the 
Kindneſs and Help of others: And when 


one is grown up, and is able to do ſome- 


thing for his own Preſervation, yet he 
cannot provide all that is requiſite for the 


Suſtenance of his Life, and for making it 


eaſy and agreeable to him, by his ſingle 
Labour and Application. And even in 


the moſt flouriſhing Condition, in which 


he 
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he can hope to be, he muſt be indebted StrM; 
| IN for the Supply of - feveral Wants, and for XII. 
many Enjoyments to the Protection of 
Society, and the Humanity and Goodneſs 

of his Fellows: So that the unavoidable 
Condition of Mankind, and the eſtabliſhed 
Order of the World, oblige us to a be- 
coming Solititude for the Preſervation and 
Safety of the Pablick; and to all Acts of 
Charity and Friendſhip to each other. 
The wife and good Author of all Things, 
hath taken Care in framing the World; 
that we ſhould exert theſe noble Affections 
of Compaſſion and Love to our Kind, 
which he liath implanted in dur Breaſts, 
the Exerciſe of them being made neceſ- 
ſary for rendering this preſent State de- 
fifeable, and Life a Blefling to Mankind. 

3. Another Motive to engage us to the 
Love of Mankind; may be brought from 
the Confideration of its Excellency, St. 
Paas / ſeems to be tranſported in contem- 
plating this, in the Chapter preceding the 
Text, where he ſpeaks of Charity, as the 
only Quality which can give any true 
Worth to a Man, and prefers it to the 
Knowledge and Underſtanding of all My- 
ſteries, to the Power of working all Mi- 
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S ERM. racles, to the moſt plauſible outward Per- 


formances, and even to the divine Graces 


of Faith and Hope themſelves, which can 


be of Uſe to us, only in this preſent im- 
perfect State; whereas Charity will abide 
for ever, and be our greateſt Perfection in 
the higheſt State to which we ſhall here- 
after be advanced. And certainly it is a 
very juſt Account which the Apoſtle gives 
of the Amiableneſs and Excellence of Cha- 
rity. It is plain, that we are fo conſtitu- 
ted, that we cannot but greatly admire 
and approve of this Quality, and. that it 
indeed alone can recommend a. Man to 
our Eſteem and Veneration, while other 
Things in him are valued by us, only as 
they are neceſſarily connected with, or 
ſubſervient to the Purpoſes of Goodneſs 
and Love. God himſelf appears to us, 
to be the moſt perfect and excellent Being, 
only becauſe he is the beſt of Beings : His 
Goodneſs, is truly his Glory, and that 
which gives Beauty to his other Excel- 
lencies. And it is only when we are like 
to him, according to our Capacity, in his 
Goodneſs and Beneficence, that we can 
be thought to have any real Worth and 
Excellence of Nature in us. And when 


5 1 we 
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we do indeed reſemble him, as far as we SERM. 
can, in the Exerciſe of his moſt diffuſive XII. 


Goodneſs; when we have ſtrong benevo- 
lent Affections towards all who can receive 
any Pleaſure or Good from us, which put 
us upon all proper Methods for advancing 


their Happineſs, we are then poſſeſſed of 


the greateſt Excellence of Nature, of 
which we are here capable, and are arri- 
ved at the Perfection of Virtue, as far as 
it is attainable in this preſent State. Here- 
by, we ſhew ourſelves to be the Children 


of our Father, who is in Heaven, and are 


perfeet, even as he is perfect. 


4. Let us conſider, that the Exerciſe of | 


Humanity and Kindneſs towards Mankind, 
is eſſential to Religion, without which it 
is only an empty Name, and all Pretences 
to it are moſt vain and impertinent. 
There is every where in Scripture. the 


greateſt Streſs laid upon this : Under the 


Old Teſtament, God preferred Acts of 
Mercy and Charity to all poſitive Duties, 
and inſtituted Parts of his own Worſhip. 


I defired Mercy, and not Sacrifice: Which Hoſ. vi. 6, 


Declaration is twice quoted by our Sa- 
viour; at one Time to juſtify himſelf, and 
at another Time to juſtify his Diſciples, 
| X 2 for 
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for performing an Act of Humanity, to 
the Neglect of ſome poſitive Precepts. 
The Prophet Jaiab teaches the Je, that 
the outward Expreſſions of their Piety 
and Devotion would fignify nothing, un- 


leſs they were accompanied with Alms- 


If. Iviii. 5, 
6, &c. 


giving and Beneficence, and that theſe 


were the Things which would render 
their Devotions acceptable, and recom- | 


mend themſelves to the Favour of God, 


I it fuch a Faſt that I have choſen? A Day 

for a Man to affift his Soul. Ts it to bow | 
don his Head as a Bulruſh, and to Spread | 
Sackcloth and Aſbes under him? i il. thou 
call this a Faſt, and an acceptable Day 1% 


the Lord? Ts not this the Faſt that T have 
cheſen, to looſe the Bands of Wickedneſs, to 
undo the heavy Burdens, and to let the Op- 


HPereſſed go free, and that ye break every 


Yoke? Is it not to deal thy Bread to the | 


Hungry, and that thou bring the Poor that 
are caſt out to thy Houſe ? When thou ſerfs 


the Naked, that thou cover him, and that | 


thou hideſt not thyſelf from thine own Fleſh ? 
The Prophet Feremiab tells us, that Loving- 


kindneſs, or Compaſſion and Goodneſs to 


Mankind, is a Thing in which the Lord 


greatly dehghts, And Micah, ſumming 
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the Particulars, wherein true Religion S ERM. 
principally conſiſts, gives us this Account XII. 
of them. He bath Seed thee, O Man, 
what i Good, and what doth the Lord re- 
quere of thee, but to do juſtly, to love Mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God. 

And in the New Teſtament, it is evi- 
dent that the greateſt Care is taken to en- 
gage us to the Practice of the moſt exten- 
five Love. For this Purpoſe, the moſt 
perfect Example of God himſelf, in the 
Exerciſe of his unlimited Goodneſs and 
Clemency, even towards the Evil and Un- 
thankful; and the amazing Conduct of 
our bleſſed Saviour, who. came into this 
World, not to be miniſtered unto, but to mi- 
niſter, and to give his Life @ Ranfom for 
many, to promote the Happineſs and Sal- 
vation of Mankind, by Services the moſt 
difficult and painful to himſelf, are ſet 
before us ; which cannot, ſurely, but make 
a deep Impreſſion on all, who have the 
leaſt Generoſity or Greatneſs of Mind in 
them, or any Veneration for the God 
whom. they ſerve and honour, or Reſpect 
for that Divine Mafter, whoſe Diſciples 
they own themſelves to be, and who hath 
the ©] exprefsly told us, 7hat he hath given us an 
X 3 Example, 
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SrRNI. Example, that we ſhould do, as he hath done. 
XII. Our Lord hath alſo moſt ſtrictly required 
EY the Exerciſe of Charity by his Authority, 
and placed it very high in the Order of 
Duties enjoined by his Religion. The 
Apoſtles likewiſe have very particularly 
recommended it to us, and declared it to 
be abſolutely neceſſary in Religion, and 
the very End of it. Thus St. James tells 
us, that pure Religion before God, even the 
Father, is this; fo viſit the Fatherleſs and 

Widows in their Afliction, and to keep our- 1 
ſelves unſpotted from the World. And St. 
Paul, that the End of the Commandment, is 2 
Charity out of a pure Heart, and a good b 
Conſcience, and Faith unfeigned. © 0 
And indeed is it not plain, that this P 
muſt be the End of Chriſtianity, and of t 
every Religion of which God is the Au- 1 
thor ? Humanity, Goodneſs, and Love, 2 
this laſt including a rational Piety and al 
Devotion towards God himſelf, are cer- 
tainly the Things that muſt be ſuppoſed 
to be moſt acceptable to the Deity, and 
which he would chiefly inſiſt upon, in 
any Scheme or Inſtitution of Religion : 
God is a Being infinitely good and happy 
in himſelf, who could have no Deſign in 
| creating 
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creating and preſerving the World, and SER NM. 


the ſeveral Orders of Creatures in it, but 
that of communicating Happineſs to every 
one of them, in ſuch Meaſures and Pro- 
portions, as would be moſt conſiſtent with 
the greateſt Good of the Whole. And he 
hath formed us with Faculties and Diſpo- 
ſitions, to approve and practiſe Benevo- 


lence, on Purpoſe that we might be in- 


ſtrumental in carrying on this his gracious 


Intention. It is not, therefore, to be 


imagined, that he would ever inſtitute a 


Religion among us for his own Sake; or 


a Religion, the Deſign of which would 
be to require only ſome uſeleſs Services, 
or that he would take Pleaſure in any 
Actions of our's, which contribute no- 
thing to the Good of any Perſon. Other 
Things may indeed be Helps and Aſſiſt- 


ances in Religion; ſome external Rites 


and Ordinances may be wiſely appointed, 
and of great Uſe as Means to improve and 
ſtrengthen pious and benevolent Aﬀec- 
tions in us, and to engage us to ſuch a 
Conduct, as will both tend to our own 
Dignity and Happineſs, and render us ſer- 
viceable to the World. But certainly theſe 
good Affections, and this uſeful Courſe of 
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SERM. Life, are the Subſtance and End of all 


a 


ſob xxix. 


PASSER, 


true Religion, for the Sake of which, all 
" poſitive Inſtitutions in Religion, have been 


appointed by God, and in which, all our 


religious Performances muſt terminate, or 
otherwiſe ſignify nothing. Jab knew that 


Religion confiſted fo much in Acts of 


Charity and Goodneſs, that he inſiſted 
principally on theſe, in vindicating him- 
ſelf from that Charge of H ypocriſy, which 


his Friends had too baſtily brought againſt 
him, and produced them, as the clear 


Evidences of his undiſſembled Piety and 
Integrity: And becauſe the Deſcriptions 
which 7 gives us of his Love and Be- 
neficence, are very beautiful in them- 
ſelves, and ſhew us wherein theſe Men 
placed their Religion, who inquired and 


reaſoned moſt freely about it, I ſhall re- 


peat fome Part of them, and with it con- 


clude this Argument. I delivered the Poor. 


that cried, and the Fatherleſs, and him 
that had none to help him. The Bleſſing of 
him that was ready to periſh, came upon me; 
and I cauſed the Widaw's Heart to Jing for 
Foy. I put on Righteouſneſs, and it clothed 
me ; my Tudgment WAS AS A Robe, nd 2 Dia- 
am. I was Eyes to the Blind, and Feet 
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was to the Lame. I was a Father ta the SERM._ 
Poor, and the Cauſe which I knew not, I XII. 
fearched out ; ang I brake the Jaws of the 
Wicked, and plucked the Spail aut of bis 
. Teeth. And again, F I dd deſþiſe the Job. xxxi, 
Cauſe of my Man Servant, or of my Maid 
Servant, when they contended with me, what 
ſhall I then do, when God riſeth up? And 
when be vifiteth, what ſhall I anſwer him 2 
Did not he that made me in the Womb, make 
him? And did not one faſhion us in the 
Wamb? If Þ have with-held the Poor from 


their Dejire; or have cauſed ihe Eyes of 


the Widow to fail, or have eaten my Morſel 


myſelf alone, and the Fatherleſs hath not 


eaten thereof ; (Far from my Youth he was 
brought up with me, and I have guided her 
from my Mather's Womb). If I have ſeen any 
periſh for Want of Cloathing, or any Poor 
without Covering : I bis Loms have not 
bleſſed me, and if he was not warmed with 
the Fleece of my Sheep If I have lift up my 
Hand againſt the Fatherlefs, when I ſaw m 


Heiß in the Gate: Then let mine Arm fall 


rom the Shoulder-blade, and mins Arm bs 
broken firam the Bone. 
5. The laſt Argument ts engage us to 
the Exerciſe of Charity, may be brought 
from 
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SeRM. from the Advantages which will from 
XII. thence accrue to ourſelves. This Confi- 
> geration will not only remove the Hin- 
drances to Benevolence, which may ariſe 
from an Apprehenſion of its Contrariety 
to the Purſuit of 'our own private Happi- 
neſs, and give full Scope to our generous 
and benevolent Affections to exert them 
ſelves; but muſt alſo make us defirous, 
even from a Principle of Self- love, to at- 
tain to a benevolent Temper, by attend- 
ing to all thoſe Conſiderations, which are 
| | proper to raiſe and ſtrengthen it in us. 
| Now that the Practice of Charity will 
| | tend greatly to our own Happineſs, will 
1 appear upon very little Conſideration. It 
may be juſtly expected, that it will have 
a happy Influence even on our external 
Fortune, or Eſtate in the World : For 
Charity is the moſt reputable and engaging 
| Quality that we can be poſſeſſed of, which 
| will not fail to procure us the Eſteem of 
others, and make them, in any Caſes of 
Difficulty and Danger in which we may 
be, to contribute to our Aſſiſtanee. It 
may indeed happen that a publick-ſpirited, 
generous Perſon, may be neglected, or ill 
treated, through Men's Ignorance of his 
real 
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real Character, or ſome Miſrepreſentation SRM. 
of his generous and good Deſigns. But XII. 
all wiſe and virtuous Men, who know his 


great Worth and Excellence, will greatly 
revere and honour him, and be ready to 


expoſe themſelves, if it were neceſſary, 


for his Defence and Safety. St. Paul hath 
obſerved, that for a good Man, one would 


even dare to die: And certainly his Obſer- 
vation 1s very juſtly founded ; for there is 


Generoſity and Gratitude enough in many 
Men to make them chearfully ſacrifice all 
worldly Intereſts, even Life itſelf, for the 
Preſervation of a Patriot, or one who has 
been an eminent Benefactor to Mankind, 
if that could be the Means of delivering 
him. But a much more conſiderable In- 
ſtance of Happineſs, than any relating to 
our external Intereſt, which proceeds from 


the Exerciſe of Charity, is that inward 


Joy and Pleaſure which it always affords 
us. Every benevolent Perſon hath the 
moſt lively Senſe of this. He feels ſuch 
a Delight from a ſocial, friendly, and be- 
neficent Conduct, as is far ſuperior to 
every Enjoyment of Senſe, and every 
Pleaſure of the Imagination. His Bene- 
volence, it is true, will intereſt him in 

| | the 
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STRG. the Fortunes of the Miſerable, and thus 
XII. it will expoſe him to ſome. Uneaſineſs. | 
* But this will be abundantly compenſated | 
to him, by the Satisfaction which be will 
receive from his own Endeavours to re- 
move, or allay their Miſery, and the calm 


FO co. me es 


Joy which will conſtantly flaw in upon 

him, whenever he turns his Mind to the ˖ 

Conſideration of that Happineſs, which in 2 
various Degrees is ſhared by thoſe that are ' 

about him. And even his Compaſſion it- ; 


ſelf will be the Occaſion of his obtaining 

a rational and noble Pleaſure ;. for, by re- 

flecting upon it, he will perceive that he 

has the Bowels and right Temper of a 

Man in him, which cannot but make him 

approve of himſelf, and render his own 

. Heart a, very agreeable Object of his Con- 

| templation. And beſides all this, if we 
| conſider the other World; it is certain, 
| that the Practice of Charity will procure 
us the greateſt Advantages that can be in 
it. None who have the Faith of Chri- 
ſtians, can have any Doubt of this; we 
being every where in the New Teſtament 
1 aſſured, that Acts of Goodneſs and Kind- 
| neſs to Men, will be particularly conſi- 
dered and rewarded by God in another 
| State, 
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State, and they being in one Place repre- SER M. 
5 ſented by our Saviour, as the only Matter XII. 
of Inquiry in the Laſt Judgment; accord- ä 
b ing to our performing, or neglecting which, | 
our Fate for ever is to be determined, j1 
5 So that it is moſt evident, that whoever 
| acts a ſocial kind Part in Life, and gene- 
rouſly endeavours to promote the Good of j: 

Mankind, takes at the fame Time, thou gh | j 
he doth not directly intend it, the beſt h 
Method of providing for himſelf, and ſe- 
Boring his own Felicity. it 
| Secondly, I ſhall now lay down ſome it 
Rules for raiſing and improving a Tem- | 
per of {ſincere and priverlat Benevolents 
in us. . 

1. In order to this, tet 'us repreſent 
Mankind in the moſt favourable Light 
that we juſtly can to ourſelves. Our Na- 
ture, indeed, determines us to do Good 


„ to Men, without any Confideration of 
e them, as ſocial Creatures, or moral Agents, 
n even as they are ſenſitive Beings, or Crea- 
- tures capable of Happineſs 'or Miſery. 
e But it is certain, that our Good-will 
t alone, without any Degree of Eſteem 
— joined to it, will carry us but a ſhort 


— * in * the Happineſs of any 
r . 
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SERM. Part of Men; eſpecially if inſtead of 


XII. 


— * aye? 


eſteeming them for their Goodneſs, we 
diſapprove of them, as morally evil or 

vicious. Odious Conceptions of Men, as 
being wholly, or in a great Meaſure 
corrupted, will extremely weaken our 


kind Aﬀections, even towards thoſe of 


them, to whom we are naturally inclined 
to be moſt friendly and beneficent : And 
much more will they abate our; Bene- 
volence towards others, to whom we are 
not ſo nearly and cloſely attached. We 
muſt have ſome Eſteem of thoſe, for 


whoſe Advantage we exert ourſelves with 


any high Degree of Zeal... And when 
we ſincerely eſteem any Perſons, we ſhall 


be always ready to promote their In- 


tereſt, as we have Opportunity. It is 
very neceſſary, therefore, for ſtrength- 


ning and increaſing our Benevolence to- 


wards Mankind, that we form the moſt 
lovely Idea that we can of them, and 
attend to all thoſe Powers and Quali- 
ties in them, which argue any real Ex- 
cellence. And perhaps there are but very 
few, who have not ſomething that is 
valuable, and who do not merit ſome 
Degree of our Eſteem. As it is hard to 

5 T | find 
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find any Perſons perfectly virtuous, and SERM. 
whoſe Characters are in all Reſpects ad- XII. 


mired by us; ſo it is as hard to find any, 
who are altogether evil, and every way 
contemptible. All have originally the 
ſame Powers, Faculties, and Affections 
given them, which make them equally 
capable of acting a worthy, generous, 
and honourable Part in Life: And though 
many do not always employ their Powers 


for this Purpoſe, but frequently engage 


in trifling or mean Purſuits, or which is 
worſe, indulge themſelves in Avarice, 
Luxury, Ambition, Vanity, Pride, and 
for gratifying thoſe irregular Paſſions, in 
many Inſtances break through the Obli- 
cations of Piety, Juſtice, and Humanity; 
yet theſe ſame Perſons, perhaps. in many 
more Inſtances, diſcover a true Senſe of 
Virtue and Honour; and ſpend the greateſt 
Part of their Time in providing for their 
Families, and in Acts of Generoſity and 
Beneficence to their Friends, their Party, 
and their Country: And even in thoſe 
Caſes, wherein they are injurious to their 
Neighbours, the Wrongs which they do, 


are not to be aſcribed to ſo hateful a 


Principle, as thoſe who ſuffer by them, 
in 
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Seb. in their angry and diſcontented Moods; 


are apt to aſſign for them; ſuch as Ma- 


—— lice, or a calm fixed Deſire of their Un- 


happineſs; but are to be conſidered only 
as the Effects of Tnadvertence, or Miſ- 
takes, it may be, about ſome diſputable 
Points of Right, or at worſt, of their 
ng Paſſions raiſed to too high a De- 
gree. This is a fair enough Account of 
the . of thoſe who are denomi- 
nated vicious, of bad Men: And it is 
plain, that though we cannot approve of 
every Part of their Character, yet neither 
dan it be univerſally diſliked by us; for 
there are ſtill ſome Things which are 
truly amiable in them, notwithſtanding 
all their Defects and Faults, which enti- 
tle them to ſome Meaſure of Approbation 
and Eſteem from us. And if there be ſome 
few others, who have no ſuch Remains 
of Virtue, who diſcover but ver little 
good Affection towards their Maker, or 
any Part of their own Kind; whoſe chief 
Buſineſs is to advance what they take to 
be their Intereſt, by any Means, how- 
ever unjuſt and diſhonourable: Though 
while they continue in this State, we 
cannot but have a great Averſion to them, 
de 


a © Ee 
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and think exceeding meanly of them; Sr RN. 


yet, perhaps, the Conſideration that they 
are {till Men, and that their Nature, how- 


ever at preſent greatly perverted, may, by 
the Mercy and Grace of God, be yet re- 
ftored to the Uſes for which it was at firſt 
deſigned, may hinder their falling abſo- 
lutely into Contempt with us. But how- 
ever we may deſpiſe the worſt and moſt 
abandoned Part of Mankind, let us not 
entertain the ſame contemptuous Opinion 
of thoſe, who are not ſo much corrupted. 
Let us with Pleaſure take Notice of all 
the good Qualities which any Perſons may 
be poſſeſſed of, and give them all the 
Honour and Praiſe, which on that Ac- 
count are due to them, at the ſame Time 
that we expreſs a Diſlike of their Vices, 
and condemn what is juſtly blameable in 
them. And let us take ſpecial Care, that 
none fall into Diſeſteem and Contempt 
with us, for Things, which are no juſt 
Ground of thinking ill of them at all. It 
is too common with ſome Perſons, to over- 
look all the Excellencies of many honeft 
worthy Men, and to make ſome Imper- 
fections, or Misfortunes attending them, 
which are no way inconſiſtent with great 
Vor. I. . De- 
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322 Of Univerſal Benevolence. 
SRERM. Degrees of Goodneſs and Merit, as ſome | 
XII. Weakneſs of Underſtanding, ſome De- 
— formity of Body, or the Lowneſs, per- 
| haps, of their external Condition, the 
Occaſions of undervaluing and ridiculing 
them. This 1s a Temper, which is by all 
Means to be corrected: A Contempt of 
moral Deformity or Vice, and Indignation 
againſt a baſe, ſordid Spirit, we muſt in- . 
deed neceſſarily feel, whenever ſuch Ob- 


jects are preſented to us; and theſe are t 
very noble and generous Movements of d 
the Mind, and when conducted with Diſ- - 
cretion, very productive of Virtue and 1 
Happineſs among Mankind. But to flight F 


| and deſpiſe Men, not for any Baſeneſs of 

| Diſpoſition, nor for any moral Defects x 

| and Blemiſhes, but for Things which it is ; 
not in their Power to alter, and which 


are no Faults at all, is moſt inexcuſable. 2 
Such a Practice always tends very much ac 
| to our own Reproach, as it diſcovers a a 5 


vain unthinking Mind, incapable of at- 


tending to the Things, which are really 
the Glory, or Diſhonour of Men; and is w. 
m 


alſo of very pernicious Conſequence to the 
Publick, by leſſening our Good-will to 
thoſe of whom we think ſo contemptu- PS 

4 ouſly, 
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ouſly, and filling them with Animoſity S RR. 
and Reſentment ed us, who ſo unde- XII. 


ſervedly abuſe them. We muſt, there- * 
fore, abſtain from this inſolent and con- 


temptuous Treatment of others, and, on 


the contrary, approve and honour real 
Merit, wherever it appears, and think as 


well as we poſſibly can of all Men. 


When we are convinced, that notwith- 
ſtanding all the Follies and Corruptions 


which are among them, there are ſome 


conſiderable Inſtances of Goodneſs in the g 


Behaviour of moſt of them, this will ex- 
ceedingly ſtrengthen the Good-will which 
we naturally bear to them, and make us 
to take great Delight in promoting their 
Happineſs. 


2. Another Method of raiſing 3 im- 
proving a benevolent Temper in us, is to 


accuſtom ourſelyes to frequent Thoughts 
and Meditations on the Goodneſs of God. 
He i is a Being of the moſt perfect Good- 
neſs : The Marks of his Benignity every 
where appear in the Works which he hath 


made. This may be diſcerned in the va- 


rious Orders of Creatures about us, all 


partaking of ſuch Meaſures of Happineſs 


as are ſuited to their ſeveral Natures and 
7 3 Ca- 
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SERM. Capacities. It may particularly be ob- 


XII. 
— ed 


ſerved in the Frame of our own Nature, 
in the Structure of our Bodies, and in 
the Conſtitution of our Minds, the ſeve- 


ral Powers of which are formed for the 


moſt beneficial Purpoſes that can be: And 
likewiſe in the external Circumſtances of 


our Being in this World, which are every 


Way adapted to render our preſent Con- 
dition eaſy and comfortable to us. And 
as we are Chriſtians, we have had an ex- 
traordinary and moſt remarkable Diſcovery 
of the Goodneſs of God, by his ſending 
into the World, for the Redemption of 
Mankind, ſo excellent and dear a Perſon, 
as his only begotten Son. From hence it 


appears, that he is full of Compaſſion to 


us, and intent upon promoting our Feli— 
city. So that we may very well conclude, 
that God 7s Love, that his Nature unal- 
terably determines him to Acts of Good- 
neſs, and the communicating Happineſs 
to his Creatures. Now as this Benevo- 
lence of the Deity, which gave Being to 


the Univerſe, and is. ſtill the Support and 


Life of it, and the Spring of all the Joy 
and Happineſs, which Mankind do, or 


can partake of, 1s the moſt agreeable Ob- 
ject. 


Of Univerſal Benevolence. 


je& which can poſſibly be preſented to SERM. 


the Mind, ſo while we attend to it, we 


cannot but admire and love it, and be 


earneſtly deſirous to have ſuch an amiable 
Quality raiſed and heightened in our- 
ſelves; and eſpecially, when in the ſo- 
lemn Acts of our Devotion, and religious 
Meditation, we ſet ourſelves to conſider 
the various Inſtances of the Divine Fa- 
vour, and particularly the Benefits which 
Mankind, and we ourſelves have received, 
the Goodneſs of God cannot but make 
the deepeſt Impreſſions on us, filling us 


with the ſincereſt Gratitude and Love to 


him, and: diſpoſing us to an Imitation of 
this Perfection of his, which we ſo de- 
lightfully contemplate, and which is fruit- 
ful of ſo much Joy and Comfort to us. 
Indeed, one of the greateſt Advantages 
which we receive from the Practice of 
Devotion and ſerious Meditation, is, that 
it improves our Tempers, and makes us 
like to that merciful and good Being, 
whom we adore and worſhip. And if we 
are frequently careful, by this Means, to 
correct and amend our Hearts, we ſhall 
come at laſt to have an unmoveable Ha- 
bit and Temper of Goodneſs formed in 
0707 * 1 


— = = ESIAKR> 
— — >. 
— = A. 


— 
ESR EE — —ę— 


— : = — 
= =” = A, _ — 2 — A = 
As 


— 


* 
; el 
f 4 
U 
8 ” 
? 7 
i] "A? 
1 k 
12 N 
5 
1 
1s 
x 1 
1 FT * 
1 4Y 
1 
1 
4 1 
1 
1 * 
F + 
1 
by 
1 
* £ 
3 
7 4 
1 
[1 1 Th } 
+4 * ty 
15 
1 
\- 1 
F+ 
i 1 
wa 
4 F MTs 
l 
N44 
Ba 75 
ol 
1 
4 id t 
FW: 
0" 
BY | 
1 * 
| 4 
iis | 
" i * 
ny 
"Wi! 
7 
1 i 
p ! 
With 
4116 
1 
1 | 
199 
in K+ 
7 
FROG 
, 
I . 
1 614. 
1 
! : 
rat 
: 1 
: { 
t 
4 
bay © A! 
'n 
uy! * 
WW. 
1 
r 
iir 
* 4! 
Ws 
Wh g. * 
$0 " 
| 111188 
e 
e 
$0 
Fl ty 
14 * 
41 I 
N 1 N 
1 0 
1 
1 Mill, { 
* 7 i 
: TRA * 
iy 9 
. (kl 
o „ 
ö 
1. AY 
IS 'P 
31 % K 
9 ' 
.'! 
[ 1, i 4 
"= 
+1 $5.1088 
VETS 
34 
4 "= 
MF 1657 
074 | 
"mw 85 
Wen 
P Ri * 
1 
1 
11 
: 7 
168 i! | 
. Ws! 
1 
1 1 
j 1, 
i * A 
yi 4 1 
» 4 
8 
" I 
e 
1 4 $16: 
1 : 
; 1 
4; $1198 
i $1419 
4 1:28 
1 vl 1 
þ N j 
4 
} 
j 
ji 


2 


45 


Of Univerſal Benevolence. 


feos us: This will become the prevailing Af. 


fection of our Souls, and ſubaus all other 


1 Affection to it. 


3. Farther, let us guard not olilyibgaindt 
all Contempt of others, and unfair Suſ- 
picions of Evil in them, but againſt an 
\ Indulgence of all immoderately ſelfiſh Paſ- 

fions, and of all angry, peeviſh, diſcon- 
tented Humours and Diſpoſitions, and en- 
deavour, as much as we can, to preſerve 
ourſelves in a ſerene, unruffled, and calm 
State of Mind: And when thus all thoſe 
Paſſions, which are the greateſt Obſtacles 
to the Exerciſe of Benevolence, are re- 
moved, and we are in ſuch a Diſpoſition, 
as renders us fit to attend to the Condition 
of others, and to be affected with it, a 
Temper of Charity can hardly fail to grow 
in us, and to influence our n Beha- 
viour. 

4. It will likewiſe be of prove Uſe for 
forming and increaſing a Temper of Be- 
nevolence in us, to have an habitual Re- 
collection and a lively Conviction of its 
great Excellence and Importance. A Per- 
ſuaſion that the ſteady Exerciſe of Cha- 
rity, is the moſt noble and perfect Courſe 
of Life that we can follow, the End of 

Reli- 
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Religion, the higheſt Ornament of our 
Nature, and the certain and immediate 
Source of our Happineſs, well laid in 
ou Minds, and frequently occurring to 
them,' muſt neceſſarily. add Weight and 
Force to the ſocial and generous Affections 
of our Nature, and make them operate 
with great Power and Efficacy. 

And to all our other Endeavours to 
raiſe and cultivate a benevolent Diſpoſition 
in us, let us, in the laſt place, add our 
frequent and earneſt Prayers to the God 


INC. 


SERM. 


. 
3 


of Love, to inſpire us with greater De- 


grees of Good-will to all Mankind, and 
to make us /ave our Brethren, with Pure 
Hearts, fervently. And.now, __ 

O Lord, who haſt taught us, that all 6 aur 
Domgs without. Charity, are nothing worth, 
ſend thy Holy Ghoſt, and pour into our Hearts 
that moſt excellent Gift of Charity, the very 
Bond of Peace, and of. all Virtues; without 
_ which, whoſoever liveth, is counted dead be- 
fore the. Grant this, far thine andy Son 
Teſus Chrift's Sate. Amen. 
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SERMON xi. 


The Original, Eads, and Reaſon of the 
Sabbath; and how far, and in what 
Manner, we are obliged to obſerve it. 


. LY x o 
= I RT" „ : SY 4 $ 4 
a 4 


Maxx, N. 27. 
os he ſaid unto tam T he Sabbath Was 
er Man. 
SERM. \HE great and univerſal Law which 
XIII. 1 Mankind are under is, that of their 


— Conſcience and Reaſon ; which dire&s them 
to the Practice of every Thing that is in 
itſelf worthy and good. A Law ſimilar to 
this, but infinitely more perfect, governs 
the Supreme Being himſelf, and is the 
ſole Rule of his Conduct. The ſame is 
probably the only Law which ſeveral of 
the higher Orders of created Spirits are 

| ſubject 


my ' 
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ſubject to, and may. poſſibly be the only SERM. 

Meaſure of the Behayiour of Men in ſome XIII. 

future and more exalted State. But du 2 

ring. our Continuance and preſent Condi- 

tion in this World, where we are indeed 
endowed with ſpiritual Powers, which 

make us capable of diſcerning and obey- 

ing, in ſome Meaſure, the firſt and great 

Law, of our Nature, but have at the ſame 

Time à corruptible Body, which, as the 

Author of the Book of Miſdom ſpeaks, 

prefſeth down the Soul, it is an Inſtance of 

great Wiſdom and Goodneſs in God, to 

govern us not only by. the Dictates of our 

ſuperior Powers, which conſtitute the ſu- 

preme Law of our Beings, but likewiſe 

by ſome poſitive Inſtitutions and Appoint- 

ments, which, though they have no in- 

trinfick Worth, yet are of great Uſe, as 

they ſupport us in adhering, under the 

Weight of animal Paſſions, to the Law 

of our Nature, and as they ſtrengthen and 

aſſiſt our diviner Powers in the Contem- 

plation and Purſuit of Virtue, the Thing 

ultimately intended by all the Laws we are 

put under, which we ſee to be our higheſt 

Dignity, and in which we find by Expe- 

rience our trueſt Happineſs to conſiſt. 

8 Accord- 
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XIII. 


Of the Sabbath. 


Accordingly there never was any Scheme 
of Religion calculated for the general Be- 


nefit and Uſe of Men, which had not 
ſome poſitive Obſervances and Precepts in 


it. One poſitive Inſtitution, which took 


place 'very early in Religion, related to 


the Obſervation of the Sabbath: And as 


this is an Inſtitution plainly intended for 


the Benefit of Men, the Sabbath, as our 
Saviour ſpeaks in the Text, being made 
or Man, and not only in one Period and 
Age of the World, but in all Periods and 
Times; I ſhall, in the following Diſ- 


courſe, conſider, Firſt, the Original of 


the Sabbath, with the Ends and Reaſons 
of its Inſtitution ; and Secondly, how far, 
and in what ming; we are till obliged 
to obſerve it, | 

I. As to * Original of the Sabbath; 
wording to the Account which the Sacred 


Hiſtorian gives us in the Second Chapter of 


the Book of Gengſis, it was of a very early 
Inſtitution. When God had created the 
World in ſix Days, and reſted or ceaſed 
from his Work on the Seventh Day, we 
are told, that he blefſed the Seventh Day, 
and ſan&ified it; that is, he 'teparated it 
from the common Uſes to which the 

5 other 
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other Days were to be applied, and con- SERM. 
ſecrated it into a Day of religious Con- XIII. 


templation and Exerciſes, and of Reſt 
from bodily Labour, and worldly Occupa- 
tions. | Some, indeed, have thought that 
the Inſtitution of the Sabbath is not ſo 
ancient, and that the Words of the Hiſ- 
torian in the Book of Genefis, relating to 
this Matter, are proleptical, or an Anti- 
eipation of what was long afterwards ap- 
pointed at the giving of the Law by M. 


fes: But this is to make the Hiſtorian to 


uſe a Figure, to which no Parallel, per- 
baps, can be found in the whole Hiſtory 

of the Bible, nor perhaps in any Writer, | 
who ſpoke clearly and diſtinctly, and with 
2Defign' to be underſtood. ' The natural 


and obvious Meaning of the Paſſage is, 


that God from the Beginning appointed 


the Obſervation of the Sabbath: And 


though we have no Account of the Cele- 
bration of it among the immediate De- 
ſcendants of Adam, and their Poſterity 
down to the Times of Moyes, yet this is 
no Argument that it was not obſerved. 
The Hiſtory which is given us of this 
Period of the remoteſt Antiquity, is ſhort, 
and contained in a very narrow Compals, 
| - - nl 
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SERM, and omits many Things of Importance, 
XIII. which yet it would be abſurd to ſuppoſe 


did not take place in it. It is not indeed 
improbable, that as Idolatry and a Cor- 
ruption of Manners aroſe to a great Height 
among Mankind, that the Obſervation of 
the Sabbath fell into a great Diſuſe: But 
it is ſtill reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the 
true Worſhippers of God, in every Age 


from the Creation to the giving of the 


Law, who were acquainted with the In- 


ſtitution of the Sabbath, paid a ſolemn | 


Regard to it; and more eſpecially that 
thoſe who lived in the Times immediately 


ſucceeding the Creation, were careful to 


obſerve it: To which, the Cuſtoms of a 


Partition of Time by Weeks, and of pay- 


ing a particular Reſpe& to the Seventh 
Day, which prevailed in almoſt all Na- 


tions, as ſeveral of the moſt ancient Jeroiſb, 


Heathen, and Chri/tian Writers aſſure us, 
give at leaſt ſome Countenance. 
In the Times of Mo/es, even before the 


| ſolemn Promulgation of the Law at Mount | 


Sar, we find that the Sabbath was a 
Thing which the Maelites were acquainted 
with, and which they obſerved in the ga- 


thering of the Manna, And in the Law 


© 3 
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of the Decalogue, which relates to it, the SRM. 
Inſtitution of the Sabbath is rathtr revived, XIII. 
than originally declared, or made; with 
an additional Injunction indeed of a ſtricter 
Reſt on the Day, than had been formerly 
appointed. The ſame ſtrict Reſt on it is 
command:d in other Places of the Law of 
Moaſes, upon a Foundation, which ſhews 
the it to be peculiar to the Nation of the Jews. 

n- And thus the Matter ſtood till the Time 
nn of Chriſtianity, which putting an End to 
ut the whole Jewyh Polity and Conſtitution 
ly of Religion, releaſed even the Jews who 
to became Converts to it, from the rigorous 
' a KReſt enjoined to their Fathers on the Sab- 
bath Day, and inſtead of the Seventh Day 
th of the Week, or the Jewiſh Sabbath, in- 
a- troduced the firſt Day of the Week, or the 
h, Lord's Day, ſo called, becauſe on it our 
8, Saviour roſe from the Dead, to be ob- 
ſerved by Chriſtians as a Day of Relaxation 
1e from their worldly Cares, and of applying 
it FF themſelves, in a more ſpecial Manner 
a than at other Times, to the Exerciſes and 
d Duties of Religion. This Alteration de- 
- }F pends chiefly on the Authority of the 
* Practice of the Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians, 
f we having no poſitive Precept or Direc- 
tion 
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SERM., tion cancerning it. But as the Obſervation 
XIII. of the firſt Day of the Week evidently ſerves 
the main Purpoſes of the original Inſtitu- 


tion, as much as the Obſervation of any other 
Day; and as, beſides this, it ſerves another 
Purpoſe of conſiderable Importance to 


Chriſtians, the Commemoration of our | 


Saviour's Triumph over Death and the 
Grave, and of the Work of our Redemption 
thereby compleated by him, the Alteration 
ſeems to have been wiſely made; and for 
this Reaſon, as well as from a Deference 
to the Example of the Apoſtles, and moſt 
early Chriſtians, we are carts in com- 
plying with it. 

The Ends and Reaſons of the Inſtitu- 
tion of the Sabbath, are now to 1 con- 
ſidered by us. 


1. The firſt and great End of it ſeems 


to be, the keeping up the Knowledge of 
the one true God, the Creator of Heaven 
and Earth, in the Minds of Men, and the 
giving them an Opportunity of contem- 
plating ſeriouſly the ſeveral Perfections of 
his Nature diſplayed in his Works, and 
of exerting all thoſe Affections towards 
him, which naturally ariſe from the Con- 


ſideration of his Perfections. That this 


18 
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is the great End of the Sabbath, we may Ser. 


on 
es juſtly infer from tho. Sacred nen lh 
a. inſerting the Account of God's ſanctifying ad 


er IJ the Seventh Day, immediately after the 
er Account of his finiſhing the Creation. 
Thus the Heavens and the Earth were 
ar „niſbed, and all the Hoſt of them. And on 
Ne the Seventh Day God ended his Work which 
he had made: And he reſted on the Seventh 
Day from all the Work which he had mage. 
r And God bleſſed the Seventh Day, and ſanc- 
bs tified it. Now to what Purpoſe was the 
ſt Seventh Day ſanctified, or ſeparated from 
the ordinary Uſes of Life, and dedicated 
to a ſacred one, but that thereon Men 
ſhould accuſtom themſelves to ſurvey and 
conſider the Works of God, and contem- 
plate the divine Glory which ſhines ſo 
'2 brightly in them; that they ſhould ſearch 
f out, as far as they can, the amazing In- 

telligence and Power which contrived and 
| erected the Fabrick of the Univerſe; that 
L they ſhould diſcern the Wiſdom, Sanctity, 
f and Goodneſs of God, particularly in the 
1 Conſtitution; of Human Nature, and his 
: Government of rational Agents; in ſhort, 
that they ſhould ſatisfy their Minds upon 
; FF folid Grounds of the Exiſtence of one per- 
fectly 
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S ERM. fectly wiſe, powerful, gracious, and righ- 
XIII. teous Maker and Lord of All, and ſee the 
utter Abſurdity of Atheiſin, or of all No- 
tions which pretend to account for the 
Origin of Things, without the Interven- 

tion of a Deity, and the Stupidity of Po- 
 tytheiſm and Idolatry, or of acknowledging 

and worſhipping any Gods, beſides the 
One Original Author and Supreme Go- 

F vernor of the World : And that they 
ſhould acquire not only true ſpeculative ¶ te 
Notions of the Exiſtence and Perfections ti 

of God, but a lively and affectionate Senſe MI R 
of his Greatneſs and Excellence, and MW ra 
of his Goodneſs and Loving-kindneſs, and MW A 

be from thence induced to give him all 

that inward Reverence and Homage, and 

: that external Adoration, Praiſe, and Wor- 
ſhip, which are his Due; ſaying, after 

the Example of the heavenly Worſhippers, 

| Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory, 

and Honour, aud Power; for thou haſt 
created all Things, and jor thy Pleaſure they 

are, and were created. It is indeed cer- 

tain, that we ſhould inure our Minds to 
ſerious Meditations on the Works of God, | 

and delightful Contemplations on his Per- 
fections which are thereby diſcovered, and 


4 to 
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to conſequent Acts of Veneration, Love, SERM. 


Gratitude, and Reſignation towards him, XIII. 
at all Times, as we have Opportunity, as 8 
well as on a Day particularly ſet apart for 
theſe Exerciſes: And till we do this, a 
genuine Temper of Devotion is not duly 
formed in us. But it is plain, if a ſtated 
Time was not preſcribed to Men in 
which they were to lay afide their 
worldly Occupations and Purfuits, and 
to apply themſelves to pious Medita- 
tions and Exerciſes, that a juſt Senſe of 
Religion would be ſoon loft in the Gene- 
rality ! who would fall either into an 
Atheiſtical Forgetfulneſs and Neglect of 
God, or into Idolatry and Superſtition, . of 
the Worſhip of ſome imaginary Divinities, 
by Forms and Rites, at the beſt abſurd 
and fooliſh, and unworthy of a rational 
Nature. The Experience of the World 
ſufficiently proves the Neceſſity of inſti- 
tuted Times and Forms for the Celebra- 
tion of Divine Worſhip, in order to the 
preſerving Notions of God, in any Purity 
and Vigour, among Mankind. The ſet- 
ting apart, therefore, One Day in Seven, 
for the Purpoſes of religious Contempla- 
tion and Devotion, is evidently a wiſe In- 
Vor. I. 2 ſtitution, 


- 
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SERM. ſtitution, as it will, if duly obſerved, with- 


XII. 


out calling Men too much off from their 


" © Buſineſs in the World, awaken and keep 


Cattle and Beaſts, employed in Labour, 
and the Service of; Ma pd God, who 


Sentiments and Impreſſions which they 


| 
t 
alive, even in the loweſt of them, any good , 
N 
may have acquired, and convey a juſt ( 


Knowledge of God into the Minds of t 


great Numbers, who would otherwiſe live * 


quite ignorant, or forgetful of him who h 
made them; and, as it will give even Per- 11 


ſons of the moſt refined Underſtandings, al 


and moſt generous, Diſpoſitions, a new 
and noble Reliſh of divine Things, con- 
firm and fix them more effectually in good 
Principles, and raiſe and heighten all the 
Pleaſures. of Piety and Virtue in them. 

2. Another End of the Sabbath, ſub- 
ordinate to the former, is to give a Day of 
Reſt from bodily Labour, and of Self- 
enjoyment to Mankind, particularly to 
thoſe of inferior Rank, and even to the 


has given us animal Conſtitutions, ſubject 
to daily Waſtings and Decays, and of 
Conſequence ſtanding in Need of conſtant | 
Recruits and Nouriſhments, has laid us 
under a Neceflity of taking a great deal 


5 „ | of 
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of Care about their Preſervation and Sup- SERRT. 


port, and has allowed a very large Propor- XIII. 
tion of our Time to be employed in pro- 


: viding for the Accommodation and Con- 
y veniencies of our Bodies : But leaſt our 
& Care and Pains about our Bodies and ex- 
* ternal State, ſhould in Time not only 
1 wear out of our Minds all Concern for 


5 higher and more noble Objects, but even 
-- injure our Health, exhauſt our Strength. 
K and bring on a premature Diſſolution of 
1 our corporeal Frame, God, in great Com- 
1 paſſion and Kindneſs, has guarded againſt 
4 I theſe evil Conſequences of an uninterrupted 
* bodily Labour and Drudgery, by appoint- 
ing every Seventh Day to be a Time of 
5. MW Reſt from the common Buſineſs and Cares 
of of Life, to the End that Men ſhould not 
f. only attend to the Exerciſes of Religion 
to without Diſtraction, but refreſh their 
he Bodies, indulge themſelves in an innocent 
ir, Feſtivity, and enjoy their Lives with Eaſe 
ho and Comfort. The Benefit of ſuch a Re- 
ct IJ laxation from the perplexing or fatiguing 
of Buſineſs of the World, is at ſome Times 
int ſenſibly felt by Men of almoſt all Ranks 
us and Profeſſions; and it is always moſt 
cal Y agrecably perceived by Servants and Per- 
of | Z 2 ſons 
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ſons of inferior Stations, who are obliged 
to employ all the reſt of their Time in 
conſtant hard Labour. And as the Strength 
of the labouring Cattle would be ſoon 


worn out, without fome Reſpite and In- 
termiſſion of their Toils, the giving them 
a weekly Day of Quiet and Eaſe from their 


Burthens, is plainly an Inſtitution of wiſe 
and good Intention, which is recommended 


to us by the Dictates of Humanity itſelf, 

or the Sentiments which every good Man 

muſt have towards any ſenſitive Nature. 
3. When the Law of the Sabbath was 


renewed to the People of Iſrael, there 


was another End propoſed to them in the 
Obſervatian of it, the Commemoration 
of their Egyptian Bondage, and of the ex- 


| traordinary Deliverance which God had 
been pleaſed to afford them from it. And 


remember, ſays Moſes, that thou waſt a Ser- 


want in the Land of Egypt, and that the 
Lord thy God brought thee thence, through 


a mighty Hand, and a ſtretched-out Arm; 
therefore the Lord thy God commanded thee 
to keep the Sabbath Day. And to give them 
a ſtronger Impreſſion of this great Deli- 
verance, the ſtricteſt Ceſſation from bo- 
dily Labour upon the Day, far beyond 
| 4. _ what 
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what could be ſuppoſed to be within the SERM. 
Meaning of the original Inſtitution, in XIII. 


Oppoſition to the cruel Drudgery which 
they underwent in Egypt, was required 
from them under ſevere Penalties. The 
Jews, through their Superſtition in After- 
times, carried this Matter of reſting on 
the Sabbath greatly beyond the Deſign 
even of this particular Law which had 
been given them concerning it, to the ex- 
cluding the moſt neceſſary Acts of Self- 
defence, and Works of the greateſt Hu- 
manity, from being done on the Sabbath 
Day; for which we find that our Saviour 
more than once reproved them. But this 
whole End of the Sabbath, with the ſtrict 
Reſt on it enjoined on the Jeu, was pe- 
culiar to that People; and from the rigo- 
rous Reſt preſcribed to them on their Sab- 
bath, even they are releaſed by the Au- 
thority of him, who is Lord of the Sab- 
bath: And it is of this ſtrict Sabbatical 
Reſt that St. Paul is to be underſtood to 
ſpeak, when he mentions the Sabbath 
Day, as well as the New Moons, and Meats 
and Drinks, among the Ordinances that 
were aboliſhed by Chriſtianity, How- 


ever, as the Apoſtle goes on to obſerve, 
of 2 that 
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SERM. that theſe were a Shadow of Things to come, 
XIII. and that the Body or the Subſtance is of 
br; we may from hence learn, that as 
the Deliverance of the Jews from their 
Egyptian Bondage, which they comme- 
morated on their Sabbath Day, and the 

ſtrict Reſt which they obſerved on that 

Day in the Land of Canaan, were Types 

or Prefigurations of that greater and more 
important Deliverance from the Slavery of 

Sin, which all Mankind are Partakers of 
through our Saviour Chriſt, and of that 
everlaſting Sabbath, or Reſt, which re- 
maineth in the Heavenly Canaan for all 

the People of God; that theſe, among 

other Subjects of our ſerious and affectionate 
Conſideration, may very fitly engage our 
Thoughts on the Day which we ſeparate 

from the ordinary Commerce of Life, and 


dedicate particularly to religious Medita- 4 
tion, and the Exerciſes of Devotion. : 
II. Having now faid enough as to the { 


Original of the Sabbath, and the Ends 1 


and Reaſons of its Inſtitution, I ſhall pro- 4 
ceed to conſider how far, and in what V 
Manner, we are ſtill obliged to obſerve it. 1 
As to the Obligation which we are un- : 

0 


der to obſerve a Sabbath: Excepting what 
Was 
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was peculiar to the Jews in the Inſtitution, SERM. 
f we ſeem to be as much bound to the Ob- XIII. 
ſervation of it as any Perſons ever were, "a 


18 

a We are as much concerned, as any Men 
ir 

. can be ſuppoſed to have ever been, to ſet 
* ſome Time apart for worſhipping him 
1 | who made the Heavens and the Earth, 
* ourſelves, and all other Things contained 
5 in them; for contemplating and adoring 


of his Perfections diſcovered in his Works, 
and for expreſſing all that Homage, Duty, 
of Ys 
and Obedience to him, which as his Crea- 
tures, and the Subjects of his . moſt wiſe 
all and righteous Government, we owe to 
him; and on which we may likewiſe in- 


ng | . | 

ih dulge ourſelves in a State of Eaſe and 
nr Freedom from our worldly Cares and 
5 Anxieties, and allow to Labourers and 


5 Servants, and to the Cattle, a neceſſary 
Refreſhment and Ceſſation from bodily 
Toils and Drudgeries. In all this, there 
_ ſeems to be ſomething ſtrictly moral, which 


FE is equally obligatory on all Men, and in 
5 all Ages whatſoever. And as to our de- 
hat voting particularly a ſeventh Part of our 


Time to theſe Purpoſes; it is, firſt, plain 
that this 1s in general a very fit Proportion 
Ie of Time to be dedicated to theſe Uſes, as 
Was Z 4 we”: 
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SERM. we find in Experience it neither takes us 


too much off from the Buſineſs and Du- 
ties of common Life, nor leaves too great 
an Interval for religious Impreſſions to wear 
away : It is likewiſe evident, that it is ne- 
ceſſary that the Time which is to be ſet 
apart for religious Contemplation, and the 
Worſhip of God, and for giving Reſt to 
Man and Beaſt, ſhould be aſcertained by 
ſome competent Authority, ſince other- 
wiſe it would never be obſerved with any 
Order and Regularity : And, as it appears 
from the beſt Light which we can have 
into a Matter ſo remote, and of ſuch great 
Antiquity, that a Seventh Day was from 
the Beginning allotted to theſe Ends, by 
him who knew beſt what was moſt ſuited 
to the Nature and Neceſſities of Men: as 
the ſame Appointment was renewed and 
continued under the Law, and has been 
always obſerved under the Chriſtian Diſ- 
penſation ; we may very well conclude, 
that we are obliged, by an Authority more 
than human, to dedicate one Day in every 
Week to religious Exerciſes, and the ſo- 
lemn Worſhip of God, and to the giving 
ourſelves, and thoſe who are under our 
Power, ſome Eaſe and Refreſhment after 

| we 


c 
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the Hurry and Trouble of worldly Buſi- SERM. 
neſs. However, as the Obſervation of XIII. 
One Day in Scven, as a Time of ſacred — 


Reſt, is of purely poſitive Appointment, 
our Obligation to obſerve it as ſuch muſt 
be always underſtood to be accompanied 
with the tacit Exception, that the Obſer- 
vation of it will interfere with no moral 
Duty, with no neceſſary Act of Self- 
preſervation, nor any urgent Call of Hu- 
manity and Charity: For if it ſhould in- 
terfere, as it ſometimes may, with any of 
theſe, our Obligation to it would for the 
Time ceaſe, according to the natural Senſe 
of our own Minds concerning the Sub- 
ordination of all ritual and poſitive Duties, 
to thoſe which are moral, and in their own 
Nature good; and likewiſe the expreſs 
Deciſions of our Saviour, in this very 
Caſe of keeping the Sabbath, which we 
meet with in ſeveral Places of the New 

Teſtament, | 
Laſtly, As to the Manner in which we 
are to celebrate our holy and Feſtival Day : 
As it was inſtituted for commemorating 
the Works of God, and meditating on 
his Perfections; for offering him the ſin- 
fere Veneration and Homage of our 
Hearts, 
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SERM. Hearts, and improving ourſelves in all 
XIII. Piety and Virtue ; and allowing our Minds 
and Bodies ſome Quiet and Refreſhment, 
after a Scene of Care and Labour; it is 

very eaſy from hence to ſee how the Day 

is to be obſerved by us. The firſt and 

moſt neceſſary Duty of it is, to raiſe our 

| Ideas of the Majeſty of him who made 
the Heavens and the Earth, and is the per- 
fectly wiſe, powerful, good, and holy 
| Lord and Governor of all, and to impreſs 
upon our Minds ſuch a deep Senſe of 
| his Excellencies, as may make us con- 
| ſtantly act under the Fear and Love of 
him. The raiſing our Sentiments of the 

Greatneſs and Excellence of the Creator 

of the Univerſe, and the ſupreme Pro- 

prietor and Lord of all Things, and the 

quickening and ſtrengthening our good 

Affections towards him, are Exerciſes ex- 

tremely becoming all Men, on a Day ſet 

apart for religious Contemplation and di- 

vine Worſhip; and they are more eſpe- 

_ cially neceſſary for thoſe, who may not 
have Leiſure at other Times to enter fo 

far into Meditations on the Works of God, 

and his Perfections thereby diſcovered, as 

would be ſufficient for forming true Sen- 

timents 


ats 


! 
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timents of him in their Minds, and filling SERNIL. 
their Hearts with a juſt Warmth of Aﬀec- XIII. 


tion towards him. The Temper of Piety 
which we hereby acquire, will naturally 
expreſs itſelf in ſome Acts of ſecret Devo- 
tion. After this, we muſt repair to the 
publick Aſſemblies of the Church, and 
join in the ſeveral Parts of the Chriſtian 
Worſhip, with a juſt Seriouſneſs and Af- 


fection of Mind. Whether publick A(- 


ſemblies were held for the ſolemn Wor- 


ſhip of God, and the Inſtruction of Men 
in the Principles of Piety and Virtue, in 


the firſt Ages of the World on the Sabbath 
Day, is a Matter, concerning which Hiſ- 


tory affords us no ſufficient Light. The 


contrary rather ſeems to have been the 


Caſe, from the almoſt univerſal Prevalence 


of Idolatry and Superſtition in thoſe early 


Times, which could hardly have happened, 
had publick weekly Aſſemblies been kept 


up in any due Form and Order for the 
Purpoſes which I have mentioned. The 


Jews afterwards had a Temple-Service on 


the Sabbath Day, as well as at ather 
Times, which was of Uſe for keeping up 
among them the Acknowledgement of the 
One True God, their Creator, and the 

2 Author 
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XIII. 
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it probably did not contribute much to 


the forming of a Temper of a rational 


Piety and Devotion in them. The Pro- 
phets indeed endeavoured to ſupply this 


Defect, by calling off the Attention of 


the Jews from their outward Solemnities 
and Forms, and engaging them to culti- 
vate chiefly the Religion of the Mind and 
Heart. But when theſe extraordinary 
Teaghers and Reformers appeared no more 


among them, the wiſer Men of the Na- 


tion found themſelves under a Neceflity 
of having Recourſe to another Expedient 
for maintaining a juſt Senſe of Religion 
and of moral Obligations in the Minds of 
the People, which indeed had been prac- 


tiſed, in ſome Degree, for a conſiderable 
Time before, but was not uſed ſo much as 
it afterwards came to be; the ſetting up 


Synagogues at convenient Diſtances, and 
in great Numbers, through their Coun- 


try, and appointing a publick religious 


Service to be performed in them. To 
theſe Synagogues the People, at ſtated 
Times, reſorted, and eſpecially every Sab- 
bath Day, to offer their common Devo- 
tions to God, to hear the Lau and the 

| Prophets 
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Prophets read and explained, and to receive SERM.- 
Information in every Part of their Duty. XIII. 
This is perhaps the firſt authentick In- 
ſtance which occurs of publick Aſſemblies 


being ſtatedly held upon any rational 
Foundation for the Worſhip of God, and 
the inſtructing Men in true Piety and good 
Morals. The Inſtitution was undoubtedly 
a wiſe one, and attended with very bene- 
ficial Conſequences. Both our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles countenanced the Inſti- 
tution of the Synagogues, by going to them 
on the Sabbath Day, and ſometimes diſ- 
charging the Work of ſome of the higher 


Miniſters or Officers in them. The - 


Apoſtles afterwards ſeemed to have formed 
the Chriſtian Church pretty much upon 


the Model of the Synagogue : So much at 


leaſt is clear and certain, that it was their 
Intention that the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
ſhould unite in Societies, particularly every 


Lord's Day, for offering their common 
Prayers and Praiſes to God, for receiving 


Inſtruction from his Word in the ſeveral 


Branches of their Duty, and commemo- 


rating the Death and Reſurrection of our 
Saviour. And this is indeed a Thing of 


fo: much Conſequence to the Honour of 


God, 


35% 
SERM. 


XIII. 
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ceived how any profeſſed Chriſtian, who 
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God, and the Intereſt of Chriſtianity, 
(which, without a viſible Communion of 
its Profeflors, could hardly, or not at all, 
ſubſiſt in the World) as well as of great 
Uſe to ourſelves, that it is hard to be con- 


is really animated with a Spirit of Piety, 
or has any due Zeal to promote the Prin- 
ciples of Religion and Goodneſs, either in 
himſelf or others, can diſpenſe, except he 
hath ſome very plain and ſufficient Reaſon, 
in the deliberate Judgment of his Con- 
ſcience, to the contrary, with his not ap- 
pearing in thoſe Aſſemblies, and joining 


with Attention and true Devotion in the 


ſeveral Parts of the Service performed in 
them. After having diſcharged our Duty 
in attending on the publick Service of the 
Church, Prudence will direct us, if we 
are in Earneſt in the Buſineſs of Religion, 


to reflect a little afterwards on what: we 


have been about; and as we have Leiſure 
and. Opportunity for it, to keep-alive, and 
ſtrengthen by private Meditation, Read- 
ing, and Devotion, any good Affections 
which have been raiſed in us. And if 
we are Maſters of Families, it cannot, 


ſurely, but be thought by us a very im- 


portant 
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portant Part of our Buſineſs on this Day, Sr Rur. 
to take ſome more than ordinary Pains in AME: 
inſtructing and diſciplining the Minds of 


Children and the lower Servants, or any 
Members of the Family who may want 
our Afliftance, and to whom there is a 
Probability of doing any Good. For the 


Reſt, we are to allow to ourſelves, and to 


all under our Power, all the Refreſhment 
that is neceſſary either for the Mind or 
Body; employ ourſelves in Acts of Com- 
paſſion and Humanity towards the Diſ- 
treſſed; and may, if there be Occafion 
for it, indulge ourſelves with our Friends 
and Neighbours in any innocent Chear- 
fulneſs, and a moderate Degree of Feſti- 


vity; ſtill avoiding the taking any Liber- 


ties, which however lawful they may be 
in themſelves, would be apt to give Of- 


fence to Perſons. of ſerious. and good 


Minds; and eſpecially ſuch Liberties as 
might be a Stumbling-block to the Weak, 


or. hinder our own obtaining the import- 
ant Purpoſes for which the Obſervatian of 


the Day was appointed. 


I ſhall conclude with a ſhort Reflection 


or two on what has been diſcourſed. _ 
1. We 
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Of the Sabbath. 


1. We may ſee the Error of thoſe 
XIII. Chriſtians who are for running into all the 
—Y Jewiſh Strictneſs and Scrupuloſity in the 


Obſervation of the Lord's Day ; who not 
being pleaſed with offering to God, on 
the Day ſet apart for his ſolemn Worſhip, 
a reaſonable and manly Service, flowing 
from a liberal, generous Spirit, founded 
on juſt Notions of the Excellence and 
Perfection of the Divine Nature, and 
tending to their o.] Un] Improvement in 
really worthy Qualities, are for rendering 


to him a dark, ſuperſtitious Homage, ac- 


companied with a fearful, confuſed Mind, 
ariſing from very unworthy Conceptions 
of God, as if he exacted from Men a Va- 
riety of tedious, burthenſome Devotions, 


or religious Exerciſes, which have no in- 


trinſick Worth, and cannot be of any Uſe, 
but muſt, on the contrary, be prejudicial 


to thoſe who accuſtom themſelves to them. 


This Temper, however it may be ſome- 
times found in Perſons of real Piety and 


Honeſty of Heart, is by all Means to be 


corrected, as it gives Religion a moſt diſ- 


agreeable Appearance in them, and pre- | 


vents their real Improvement ; and beſides, 
| puts 


ou wo fon} tn ' , ad fot 
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Of the Sabbath, 


puts them to a great deal of unneceſſary SERM. 
Uneaſineſs and Trouble: Not to ſay that XIII. 
— 


it is often the Effect of Hypocriſy in Men, 
and of their ſubſtituting the outward For- 
malities of Devotion in the Place of in- 
ward Piety, and of true Purity and Good- 


| * of Converſation. 


We may ſee the more common and 
pernicious Error of many profeſſed Chriſ- 


tians, in paying no Reſpect to the Lord's 


Day, or in not obſerving it at all, accord- 
ing to the Deſign of its Inſtitution; who, 
without any Neceſſity urging them to it, 
are minding their wocldly Concerns on it; 
or if they abſtain from their common Oc- 
cupations in Life on it, do ſo, only to turn 
it into a Day of Idleneſs and Sloth, or of 
Pleaſure and vain Amuſements ; or, which 
is worſe, to make it a Day of Riot, 
Gaming, and Debauchery. This Prac- 
tice, which is ſo contrary to all Appear- 
ances of Religion, and ſo inconſiſtent 
even with common Decency, and the 
Regard which it might naturally be ex- 
pected Men would pay to the Laws and 
Cuſtoms of their Country, muſt, at leaſt 
in the groſſer Inſtances and Degrees of it, 
be the Effect of a profligate Mind, which 
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SERM. is quite loſt to a Senſe of all that is va- 

XIII. luable in human Nature, and moſt de- 

— ſerving of the Eſteem of Mankind. Who- 
ever, therefore, acts upon any Principles 
either of Piety or Humanity, muſt cer- 
tainly endeavour, by all Means in his 
Power, to put a Stop to ſuch an open 
Profaneneſs, and fo ſcandalous a Contempt 
of Religion in others, and guard againſt 
every Approach towards it in himſelf. 
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SERMON XIV. 
Of the Diſpoſitions becoming Men 
in the Times of very threatening 


and impending Danger. 


Preached on the F aſt-Day, Fell 11, #2&*, 


Jo NA, I. 6. 


So the Shiþp-maſter came to him, and ſaid 
unto him, What meaneſt thou, O Sleeper? 
Ariſe, call upon thy God, if jo be that 
God will think upon us, that we periſh 
Not. | 5 


HE SE Words are Part of the Story SRERM. 

of the Prophet Jonas: He, as we XIV. 

find at the ſecond Verſe of this Chapter 
was by the expreſs Command of God, 
IS or- 
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Gods whom they ſeverally worſhipped, 
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ordered to repair to Nineveh, to warn the 


Inhabitants of their great Danger, on Ac- 
count of their crying Wickedneſs, and to 
exhort them to Repentance. But the 
Prophet, diſliking the Meſſage on which 
he was ſent, moſt preſumptuouſly with- 
drew. himſelf from the Performance of his 


Duty, and inſtead of going to Nineveb, 


endeavoured to fly a quite contrary Way, 
on board a Ship bound for Tarſbiſb. In 
the mean Time, God, intending to cha- 
ſtiſe and puniſh him moſt remarkably for 


his daring Offence, brought a great Storm 


on the Ship in which he was, which 
having ſomething extraordinary and un- 
common in its Appearance, greatly alarm- 
ed and terrified the Mariners; inſomuch, 
that all of them betook themſelves to the 


for their Succour and Protection. Fonas 


alone, though the moſt guilty, and the 


moſt intereſted in this Affair, was ſecure 


and inſenſible; having fallen faſt afleep, 
in ſome private Place in the Hold of the 


Ship. The Maſter of the Ship, finding 


him in this Situation, awakened him with 
this juſt Reproof and Exhortation ; J/hat 
meangſt thou, O Sleeper? Ariſe, call upon 

Is thy 
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thy God, if fo be that God will think upon SERM. 


us, that we periſh not. As if he had ſaid, 

« How hath it come to paſs, that thou 
« can't remain in this unconcerned, in- 
« ſenſible Poſture, in the Midſt of all the 
* Danger and Conſternation in which we 
* are: For very Shame, ſhake off thy 
* Sloth and Security, rouſe thyſelf, and 
< by fervent Prayer, addreſs that Being 
© whom thou owneſt for thy God, who, 
„ perhaps, may have Power to fave us 
*« from this imminent Ruin, and who may 


XIV. 
Cnr 


cc be moved by thy Intreaties to deliver 


d us from it.” 
And now, from the Account which hath 
been given of the Deſign and Meaning of 
this Paſſage, we are naturally led to the 
following Obſervations. 


I. That Apprebenſions of the Diſpleaſure 


and Vengeance of God, on account of Sin, 


are apt to ariſe in all mgenuous Minds, in 
Times of very threatening and W 8 
Danger. 

II. That notroithſianding there is a juſt 
Foundation laid in the human Mind, for Ap- 
prehenfions of this Sort, in a State of Di- 
ſtreſs, or great Danger; yet, many of theſe, 
who are moſt criminal and guilty, are, in 


A a 3 | ſuch 


358 


The Diſpoſitions becoming Men 


SERM. ſuch @ Situation, quite unaffeied and e- 
XIV. cure. 


HI. That a Senſe of the Diſpleaſure of 
God, manifeſted in preſent, or apparently 


| approaching Calamities, ſhould naturally ex- 


cite and urge Men, to Devotion, Humilia- 


tion, and Repentance. 
Theſe three Points, I ſhall beer a 
little to illuſtrate and confirm, and then 


make ſome Application of what is diſ- 
courſed, to our own Caſe and Circum- 
ſtances. 

I. The firſt Thing obſerved was, 7hat 
Apprebenſions of the Diſpleaſure and Venge- 
ance of God, on account of” Sin, are apt to 
ariſe in all ingenuous Minds, in Times of very 
threatening and impending Danger. Who- 
ever believeth the Exiſtence of God, and 


Hath any juſt Notions of his Perfections 


and Character, can hardly avoid entertain- 
ing theſe Apprehenſions, when Iniquity 
or Wickedneſs aboundeth in the World, 
and he findeth himſelf and others envi- 


roned with Dangers, or overtaken with 


what looketh like a general Diſtreſs, or 
Calamity. If there be really a Being, 
eternal, omniſcient, and almighty, who 


is likewiſe perfectly wiſe, good, righteous, 


4 8 and 
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and holy; who at firſt made the World, SRM. 
and ſtill governeth it by his Providence, XIV. 
which is what the Voice of Nature and 


Reaſon proclaimeth aloud; it is plain, 
that nothing can come to paſs, without 
his Direction or Permiſſion, and his over- 
ruling and ordering it to ſome valuable 
Purpoſe : The Expoſtulation of the Pro- 
phet, concerning even the Evils, or Ca- 
lamities, which befall Mankind, is there- 
fore very juſt, and well founded; Can 
there be Evil in a City, and the Lord hath 
not done it? And if this fame Being is not 
only the Maker and Governor of the 
World in general, but is particularly the 
gracious and indulgent Father of the hu- 
man Kind, and their holy and juſt Law- 
giver; which we muſt believe to be the 
Caſe, from the Conſideration of bis ori- 
ginal Bounty to Mankind, and the whole 
Courſe of his Adminiſtration towards 
them, as well as from the Notions which 
we naturally form of his Attributes, and 
of his Dignity and Excellence; it is evi- 
dent, that he can never, from any Plea- 
ſure which he hath in their Sufferings, 
grieve, or afflict the Children of Men; 
but that it muſt be always ſome Unwor- 

Aa-4 thinels, 
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SzRM, thineſs, or ill Deſert in themſelves, which 
XIV. maketh him to bring Diſtreſſes upon them; 


that their Sins only can make a Separa- 
tion between him and them; and that 
when theſe become flagrant and heinous, 
he muſt then indeed, even from a Prin- 
ciple of Goodneſs, proceed to chaſtiſe and 


correct them; and that if his more gen- 


tle Corrections are not effectual for pro- 
ducing a Reformation in them, and they 


continue obſtinately impenitent and wick- 


ed, that the Purity of his Nature muſt 
render him quite averſe from them, and a 
Regard to the Honour of his Laws and 


Government determine him to puniſh them 
ſtill more ſeverely, and at laſt to cut them 
oft, for a Warning and Terror to others. 


Theſe are Sentiments, which muſt almoſt 
neceſſarily ariſe in the Minds of Men, in 
Times of prevailing Iniquity, and conco- 
mitant Danger, if they are not blinded 
by Prejudice, and without a true Know- 
ledge of the ſupreme Governor and Lord 
of the World. All who have a juſt and 
natural Senſe of Things in them, will 
immediately perceive and acknowledge the 
Equity and Juſtice of what God declared 


he would do to the People of the Jens, 
at 
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at that Time guilty of the moſt enormous SRM. 
Acts of Impiety and Wickedneſs. Shall XIV. 


not viſit for theſe Things, ſaith the Lord, 
and ſhall not my Soul * avenged on ſuch a 


Nation as this? 


II. The ſecond Obfervatin was, that 
notwithflanding there is a guſt Foundation 
laid in the human Mind, for Apprehen/ions 
of the Diſpleaſure and Vengeance of God on 


Account of Sin, in a State of Diſtreſs, or of 


great Danger ; yet, many of thoſe, who are 


moſt criminal and guilty, are, in ſuch a & 
tuation, quite unaffected and ſecure. There 
can hardly be a ſtronger Inſtance in Proof 


of this Point, than that of Jonas: He, 


after committing the moſt deliberate Act 


of Rebellion. againſt God, and continuing 


in a determined Diſobedience to the di- 
vine Command, was not at all alarmed; 


nay, after the manifeſt Tokens of the 


Diſpleaſure of God had gone forth againſt 


him, and he was involved in a Storm, 


which threatened him with inſtant Ruin, 
he was nevertheleſs ſtupid and inſenfible, 


and was not brought to any rational Re- 


flections on his State, without a ſevere 
Reprimand and Expoſtulation, and even 


an eee Interpoſition of Provi- 
dence, 
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SERM. dence, for the Detection of his Guilt. 
XIV. There are other Inſtances in Scripture, of 
the Inſenſibility of Sinners, under the 


like Circumſtances. The Inſtance of Pha- 
raob is a very celebrated one; who, far 
from having been brought to Repentance, 
or a juſt Senſe of his Guilt, by thoſe moſt 


ſevere and terrible Plagues, which God 


had brought upon him, hardened him- 
ſelf ſtill more, till he was at length ſwal- 
lowed up in utter Deſtruction; and whoſe 


Fate remains upon Record, as a Warning 


to all Generations, not to deſpiſe the 


Chaſtiſements and Judgments of God, 
and a Monument of the final Diſpleaſure 
of God againſt obſtinate and incorrigible 


Wickedneſs. Thus likewiſe, we find, that 


Abhaz, the King of Judah, inſtead of be- 
ing awakened and humbled, in the Midſt 


of that Diſtreſs which he ſuffered for his 


Wickedneſs, did treſpaſs yet more againſt 
the Lord : Upon which very Account he 
is branded as a moſt enormous Sinner. 
This, faith the Hiſtorian, was that King 
Abaz. And to give but one Example 
more, of the whole Nation of the Jews ; 
how often do we find the Sacred Writers 


complaining of their Inſenſibility and 
Hard- 
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Hardneſs of Heart, when ſmarting under SERM. 
very ſharp and ſevere Corrections from XIV. 
the Hand of God. The Wrath of God 
came upon them, faith the Plalmiſt, and flew 
the wealthieſt of them, and ſinote down the 
_ choſen Men that were in Iſrael: For all this 
they finned yet more, and believed not his 
wondrous Works. Thou haſt firicken them, 
ſaith the Prophet, but they have not griev- 
ed; Thou haſt conſumed them, but they have 
refuſed to receive Correction; they have made 
their Faces harder than the Rock, they have 
refuſed to return. I have given you Clean- 
neſs of Teeth in all your Cities, and Want of 
Bread, in all your Places; yet have you not 
returned to me, ſaith the Lord. I have 
ſmitten you with Blaſting and Mildew, 
1 have ſent among you the Peſtilence 
_ after the Manner of Egypt, and your young 
Men have IT flain with the Sword, yet have 
ye not returned to me, ſaith the Lord. I 
have overthrown ſome of you, as God over- 
threw Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye avere as 
a Firebrand plucked out of the Burning, yet 
have ye not returned to me, faith the Lord. 
And as this was frequently the Temper of 
that Nation, under ſome of their more 
ancient Diſtreſſes and Calamities; ſo it 
was 
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SERM. Was moſt remarkably their Temper, in | 
XIV. the laſt great Scene of Diſtreſs, which a 
w— went through : When in Oppoſition \ 
to the moſt expreſs Prediction of Miſery ! 
to them, from the Son of God himſelf; 1 
and in Contempt of the moſt apparent Signs c 
of the approaching Vengeance of God, they \ 


remained obſtinate in their Infidelity and 8 
Diſobedience, till they were overthrown it 
with a Deſtruction, which, perhaps, hath V 
had no Parallel, from the Beginning of of 
the World, to this Day. | | be 

Now if we inquire into the Reaſons of co 
the Inſenſibility, or Unconcernedneſs of V; 
Men, . under threatening and apparent Cz 


Symptoms of the Divine Diſpleaſure ＋TI 
againſt them, we ſhall find that it is H: 
owing, in Part, to the Nature of Sin it- fog 
ſelf; and in Part to ſome Principle . of ſup 
_ Infidelity in their Minds, as to the true W. 
Spring or Cauſe of the Dangers, Diſtreſſes, vat 
and Judgments which befall them. There Cor 


is ſomething in all groſs and wilful Sin, evil 
eſpecially when the Practice of it be- or ! 
cometh habitual, that blindeth and ſtu- in 1 
pifieth the Conſciences of Men: We are and 


certainly formed by Nature, with a De- Ref 
Otcſtation of Sin, or Vice, more eſpecially _ 
— in 


in Times of Danger. 


in the groſſer Inſtances of it, with a quick SERM. 
Senſe of its Baſeneſs and ill Deſert, and a XIV. 


Dread of its evil Conſequences: So that 
we cannot at firſt deliberately practiſe it, 
but with Reluctance, Uneaſineſs, and Fear. 
But the firſt Act of Sin which we wilfully 
commit, ſtrangely ſhocks and diſorders our 
Minds, and ſeveral repeated Acts of that 


Sort, never fail to deaden our Averſion to 


it, to impair our Senſe of its Vileneſs and 
Malignity, to take off from our Notions 
of its ill Deſert, and our Horror of its 


bad Conſequences ; ſo that we ſhall foon 


come, if not altogether to approve of our 
Vices, which yet may very poſſibly be the 
Caſe, to think very lightly of them, as 
Things which have no great Guilt or 


Harm in them, and which can never de- 


ſerve any ſevere Animadverſion from that 
ſuperior powerful Being, who governs the 
World. And when beſides this Depra- 
vation of the natural Judgment of our 
Conſciences, concerning the Nature and 
evil Conſequences of Sin, which a Courſe, 
or Habit of Sinning wilfully, produceth 
in us, it likewiſe diſſipateth our Minds, 
and baniſheth all ſerious Conſideration and 


Reflection from us, which are certain 
Effeas 
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Effects of it; the Conſequence will be, that 


we ſhall go on unthinkingly and unfeelingly 
in a Courſe of Wickednefs, from bad to 


worſe, till our Conferences are ſeared, and 


we are given over to vile Afﬀetions, and a 
reprobate Mind. Then, neither the moſt 
powerful Admonitions and Reproofs of 
our Brethren, nor the moſt awakening 
Calls of Providence, in the Way either 
of Mercy, or of Judgment, will much 
move or affect us. The Hand of the Lord 


may be very viſibly lifted up againſt us, and 


we ſhall not ſee it; probably nothing, but 


an immediate lively Feeling of the Stroke, 
will touch and alarm us; and perhaps even 
that will not be ſufficient to give us a juſt 
and durable Senſe of our Condition, while 
we are in this World. But beſides this 
Reaſon for the Inſenſibility of Men, un- 
der threatened Evils, or the actual In- 
cumbency of the Divine Judgments upon 
them, which ariſeth from the ſtupifying 
Nature of Sin, there is another, which, at 
leaſt in many Perſons, is founded in a 
Principle of Infidelity, as to the true 
Spring, or Cauſe of the Dangers, Cala- 
mities, and Judgments which befall them. 


Vain Men, obſerving that the Miſerics 
which 
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which come upon them, are brought to SermM. 
paſs by Cauſes eſtabliſhed in Nature, or XIV. 
by the ungoverned Paſſions and Will of © 


Men, are apt to. aſcribe their Sufferings 


entirely to the Influence of theſe, with- 
out ever conſidering, that there is one 
high above all, he Lord fitting upon his 


Throne, who at firſt appointed the Courſe 


and Laws of Nature, who ſtill hath all 
Nature perfectly at his Command, and 
fulfilleth his own Purpoſes by it, as he 
pleaſeth, and without whoſe Influence, 


inanimate and unintelligent Matter can 


effect nothing; and who even controuleth 
and over-ruleth the Counſels and Wills of 
the fierceſt and moſt tyrannical of Men, 
ſo as to render them, without their in- 
tending it, the Inſtruments of his Provi- 


_ dence for correcting and puniſhing a fin- 


ful World; of which, we have ſeveral 
Examples in the Writings of the Pro- 
phets. The Dictates both of true Philo- 


phy, and Religion, teach us, that it 7s 


the Lord who formeth the Light, and createth 
Darkneſs ; who maketh Peace, and createth 
Evil. That the Lord killeth, and maketh 
alive; that he bringeth down to the Grave, 
and bringeth up; that he maketh fore, and 

bindeth 
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bindeth up ; that he woundeth, and his Hands 


SerM. 
XIV. 


them. But ſome, willing to get rid, at 
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make whole. Out of the Mouth of the Lord, 


aſketh the Prophet, proceedeth not Evil and 


Good? So that by whatſoever Means, our 
Troubles and Diſtreſſes are brought upon 
us, God. himſelf is ſtill to be conſidered 
as the original Author and Director of 


any Rate, of the Notion of a Deity, and 
a governing Providence, are for making 
all the Happineſs and Miſery of Mankind, 
dependant merely on Secondary Caules, 
and that upon ſuch: ſuperficial Pretences, 
that all who have. made: any Progreſs in 


Knowledge, muſt eaſily ſee the Weakneſs , 


of them; and pity the Men, who have 


Recourſe to ſuch Shifts, only to blind and 
delude their Conſciences, and to render 
themſelves more eaſy and ſecure in thoſe 


evil Practices, which they will not be 
perſuaded to forſake, though they tend 


directly to their Ruin, and ripen them for 


Deſtruction. | 
III. The laſt Qbdrration Was, har 


Senſe of the Diſplegfure of God, manifeted 


in preſent, or apparently approaching Cala- 
mities, ſhould naturally excite and urge Men 


to Devotion, Humiliation, . and N epentance. 
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Though ſuch Perſons as were mentioned Ser NM. 


under the foregoing Obſervation, who are X1V. 
hardened paſt all Feeling, through rhe a 


Deecertfulneſs of Sin; or who have fortified 
themſelves againſt the Fear of God, by 
baniſhing the e belief of his Exiſtence, or 
of his Government of the World, out of 
their Minds, may reſiſt all thoſe i ingenu- 
ous Impreſſions, which ate naturally made 
upon Men, from an Apprehenfion of the 
Judgments of God falling upon them; 
yet all, who have any Remains of good 
Principles, and tight Sentiments in them, 
cannot fail, under a lively Senfe of theſe 
| Judgments, to be ſoftened and humbled, 
to relent, and to apply themſelves ear- 
neſtly to God for Merty, in the ſerious 
Exerciſes of Devotion and Repentante. 
This, we ſee, was the Caſe of the Per- 
ſons who were in the Ship with Jonas, 
when they found themſelves in Danger of 
periſbing. And this, as we ate inform- 
ed, was the Caſe of June himſelf, when 
rouſed from his State of Inſenſibility, and 
when he felt himſelf under a moſt 
heavy Load of the Divine Diſpleaſure. 
Another eminent Inſtance to this Purpoſe, 
recorded in Scripture, is that of Manaſſeh, 
Vor. I. £ * b who 
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XIV. of Ferujalim ito Err, aud te d⁰,νν,-¹ᷓlban 
= Heathen: hom: therLord: had) een 
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hope, indeed, that there are mapꝝ among 
e oprlelves who are, really thus diſpoſed ; 3 
who mourn. ; and pray ſeriouſly and earr 
neſtly, on account both their. own 
Sins, and the Offences and Tranſgreffions 

of, their Neighbours, and that the, Num- 
ber of ſuch will increaſe, till it be ſuf⸗ 
ficient to protect and fave, us, from De- 
gruction. But can it. be Laid, char we | 
are. in general, thus diſpoſed and affected E 
The very Reverſe ſeems plainly to. he the 
Gaſe: The greateſt Part of v5 hover 
ready to complain of Errors, and Miſma- 
naggements in the Conduct of Publick 
Affairs, are quite, unconcerned about, the 
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of ;grats: Impiety and Wickedneſs among 

eo Ih, is, plain, that many of, thoſe, 

boſe Sins have probably had..a large 
Share in bringing us into our Niſtreſſes 
and Fears, induſtriouſſy cheriſſi ſuch 
Principles of Infidelity in themſelves, as 
muſt, while they entertain them, pe- 


vent even the Poſſibility of their Re- 
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are föf the nd" Part ſo "Corrupted, Gt 
füpifiecf, U the ſtrong Habits of Vice, 
_ B/Yati6its. Kinds, which they have cole 
Hee, that it is extfemely bard,” if iſe 
Was ever” 6 willing, to give them any 
tit and laſting "Setiſe of the Danger 
Which they may be in on accoutit of 
their Immoralities. And with reſpe& 


ehen to many of the better Sort among 


ts! Perhaps; as it was obſerved even of 
De dee Virgins in the Parable, that while 
28% Bridi#*oom tarried, they alſo fumbertd 
and pt; ſo it may be faid of the, 
MAH ate not ſuffciently apprehenſive 
of the Cönſtquences of the State in 


Which" they are; but are” become too 
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iadefent, careleſs, and ſeelire, While they 


ate Every Moment in Danger of bell 
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ſevere Fudginedr'of G0. 
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Ras? Delay, humble ourſelyes before God, and 
XIV. turn te him With all dhe Affectlons of 
fncere Penitents; confeſſing and Bewail- 


ing our own” Sins, and” the Ctying Si 
of the Community to Which "we belong, 
deprecating\his\Indignation, and implor. 
ing his Forgiveneſs and Merey; and 
ifrmly reſolving, every one Particularſy 
for himſelf, 70 know the Plagus , bis own 
Wart, to find out and to cure his pri- 
vate ImperfeRions and Fsults; and then, 
as far as it is in his Power, to ralfe 
and fix à ſerious Senſe of Religion, and 
of all moral Obligations, in the Minds 
_— around him. It is certain, that 
is the only Temper, in which we 
can perform acceptably the Duties of 
| 3 But let us take Care not to 
Heceive ourſelves, by thinking that tlie 
Veſign of the Solemnity of . this: Day, is 
to end with the Day jitſelf. No, ok 
hole future Life ſhould be that of Pe- 
nitents, and Supplicants at the Throne 
of (Grace ; of Perſons, who are daily pro- 
ducing! in ourſelves Fruits wottby af Re. 
tance, and endeavouring to improve 
and perfect our Minds in 2 
3 | i whe 
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who are alxays o praying, not only for g 
ourſclyes,n hut, for; our Neighbours, for XIV. 
the, Wogld, in general, and, pattiaulatiyß 


Har that. Co mmunity or Society of which 
ve de, Members 3 that Peace my ibe 
wil hin; aus, Malle, and \Profperity in aur 
geueral Halinotiant. i this Practice ſhould 
Prevail; and inereaſe among us, it is nit 
to he, doubted; but that God |<vould Jill 
Sal aul repent, and laave 4 Water 
xd. fim; that he would ſhew; that 
his. Thoughts, concerning us, were -Theughts 
e Peace, and not af Bil... If my. Peri, 
daith he, which. are called by. m Name, 
Hall humble thamſalves, and gray, An Nel 
ay Hage end turn from their avictrd. ur 
Hen, wah hear in Heaven, and forgive 
gbeix Sing, and heal their Land. Whereas, 
ifi; aſter; having made , forhe:;Shews uf 
Humiliation, and ſpecious Profeſſians Ef 
Repentance, We turm again rmer y one 7 
lat el 1Gdarfe; Ar the Hate rufheth® tit: 
the Bath: what is to be expected hut 
that for ſuch Incorrigibleneſs, and Ob- 
Seed to puniſhi us, inba moſt exemplaty 
Manner, and at laſt td male our Plagies 
winderful, 
God 
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